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The months of April and May are always full of recognitions and celebrations for so many 
Greyhounds. It is rewarding to see our students and staff recognized for all of their hard 
work and commitment to excellence. We are so fortunate at CHS as greatness permeates 
the walls every day!
Each year our school community has the opportunity to recognize exceptional effort from 
our teachers and support staff. In April, we were pleased to acknowledge this year’s 
Teacher of the Year and Support Staff of the Year recipients.
	 ► Jennifer Drudge - Science Teacher
	 ► Jacob Goodman - Business Teacher
	 ► Christopher Kuhne - Art Teacher
	 ► Kristi Lentz - English Teacher
	 ► Joshua Miller - Social Studies Teacher
	 ► Kristen Mullins - Math Teacher
	 ► Cary Schwartz - Counselor
	 ► Erin Wien - Math Teacher
	 ► Leah Owens - Administrative Assistant - Counseling
We are fortunate to have these staff members and so many others who are committed 
to making Carmel High School the best place it can possibly be for our students and 
community. Please join me in congratulating these individuals.
We are in the final stretch of the 23-24 school year and while we remain focused on tasks 
still to be completed, we also take time to celebrate accomplishments of our students 
through our Top Scholars Awards, senior nights for Spring sports teams, Department 
Awards, and many others. On May 23th we will celebrate the accomplishments of our 
Senior Class at graduation. I am continually amazed by the level of excellence our students 
achieve in their classes, extra-curricular activities, clubs and volunteer efforts. It’s always 
a great day to be a Greyhound!

...continues on next page

For newsletter submissions, corrections and questions contact CHS.PTO.Newsletter@gmail.com.

PRESENTED 
BY 

CHS PTO

www1.ccs.k12.in.us/chs/home
mailto:CHS.PTO.Newsletter@gmail.com


2 CARMEL HIGH SCHOOL •  GREYHOUND GAZETTE •  MAY 2024

Message from Principal Dr. Tim Phares
continues...

As we approach summer break, my hope is that each of you will find 
time for relaxation and time with family and friends. We look forward 
to having our students back in the building during Welcome Week 
and to start the semester:
• Monday, July 29, 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM -  

Registration Grades 9 & 12
• Tuesday, July 30, 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM -  

Registration Grades 10 & 11
• Wednesday, July 31, 8:00 AM -7:00 PM -  

Registration Make-up - All Grades and Greyhound  
Kick-off Event for 9th graders

• Thursday, August 1, 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM -  
Registration - All Grades

• Friday, August 2, 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM -  
Registration - All Grades

• Monday, August 5 - First Student Day
Thank you for a wonderful year. It seems as though the days and 
weeks go faster and faster each year. It is hard to believe we are 
nearing the finish line for the 23-24 school year. I hope everyone 
has a wonderful summer break and look forward to the start of 
another school year.

Relax, Refresh, and Rejuvenate…Go Hounds!
Dr. Phares

THANK YOU
As we close out the school year, I would like to 
give a big thank you to the PTO Leadership Team. 
I have been fortunate to work with this great 
team of parents throughout the school year and 
all of their work is so appreciated by students 
and staff of Carmel High School. We've had a 
wonderful opportunity to create, or be a part of, 
a very successful Homecoming Dance, amazing 
Backpack Program, monthly Staff Appreciation 
events, Back to School week with Freshman 
Orientation, Spiritwear and PTO's Blue/Gold 
Calendar giveaway, special grants for Staff/School 
upgrades, Top Scholar/Distinguished Graduates 
Ceremony and we still have AfterProm, Teacher 
Appreciation Week and Senior Celebration activities 
coming up this month. Please join me in thanking: 
Jennifer Brosius Penick, Jennifer Cassidy, Vinayak 
Tanksale, Gwen Shaneck, Jessica Barrett, Beth 
Russo, Kim Foote, Regan Summers, Kim Seelig, 
Amy Blume, Kristy Bryan, Sabrina Chu and 
Rama Varigonda. I would also like to thank Karen 
McDaniel, the staff PTO Liaison for always being 
wonderful to work with and Melinda Stephen for her 
helpful Counseling Department updates at General 
Meetings. Thank you for a fantastic year! 

- Lisa Pellegrino

http://HuntingtonHelps.com/center/carmel
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JOIN THE PTO LEADERSHIP TEAM
Come join a great leadership team and assist in the future development of the 
Carmel High School PTO. There are numerous positions for long- term involvement, 
or those with an event-specific focus. Our CHS students and teachers need you, 
your time, and your great ideas. Join us at the PTO meeting on Wednesday, May 1 
at 1:00pm at the Carmel Clay Public Library and/or contact carmelptopresident@
gmail.com to learn more.

AFTER PROM HELP NEEDED
We need parents volunteers to help the AfterProm event! There are options for set 
up during day and at night time. More details are on sign up link below! You do 
not need to have a kid attending to volunteer, parents of all grades are welcome 
to help. Any questions contact Lisa at carmelafterprom@gmail.com.

Sign up to Volunteer HERE!

Experience the

Details about our 

2023-24 SEASON
available now at

CarmelSymphony.org

mailto:carmelptopresident@gmail.com
mailto:carmelptopresident@gmail.com
mailto:carmelafterprom@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945A5A823A13-48803420-chsafter?useFullSite=true#/
http://carmeldentalgroup.com
http://www.neomsindy.com
http://www.cartwrightcounseling.com
http://carmelsymphony.org
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STAY CONNECTED
• Follow Carmel High School PTO on Facebook
• Follow @CarmelHS_PTO on Twitter
• NEW! Follow carmelhighschool_pto on Instagram
• Visit the PTO website at Carmel High School PTO webpage

CHS COMMUNITY 
SUPPORTS BACKPACK 
PROGRAM
We are so grateful to the community members and 
CHS staff, families, and students who donated 
to the CHS PTO Backpack Program this year. 
The program provides food on the weekends for 
Carmel students who have extra nutritional needs.

We want to share our gratitude for the organizations who supported us 
during the 23-24 school year by hosting, food, monetary, clothing, and gift 
card drives:
• CHS Marching Band
• Tri Kappa
• CHS Lady Hound’s Soccer
• CHS Men’s Soccer
• CHS Choirs
• CHS Orchestra Council
• CHS Staff
• CHS Students
• CHS Football Team
• Bella Bridal
• Chick-Fil-A at Thatcher Lane (Greyhound Pass)

We would also like to thank Northview Missions 
for its monthly financial support of the program. 
In addition, we received many financial and gift 
card donations from community members. We 
sincerely thank these donors for their kindness. 
We would also like to thank the volunteers who 
donated food and gift cards, assisted with 
food drives, worked in our clothing donation 
areas, and helped pack bags. We would 
like to recognize and thank three long term 
volunteers who have held leadership roles 
within the program and are graduating this year: 
Anne-Marie Monty, Jana Swigart, and Amie 
Colvin. The Backpack Program relies entirely 
on donations and volunteers. We are extremely 
grateful for the many groups and individuals 
that have supported us this school year.
If you would like to assist with the Program, 
please visit the PTO Website for additional 
information. Monetary donations can be made 
via paypal. Please contact Jennifer Cassidy 
at CHSBackpackProgram@gmail.com with 
any questions. If your family could benefit from 
the Backpack Program, please contact Taryn 
Wanninger at (317) 846-7721 ext 7106 or 
twanning@ccs.k12.in.us.

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/BciEWXMu5ic1jNtQcKRfog~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRmdHunP0QmaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL0Nhcm1lbEhpZ2hQVE9XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmSRJ0iTZKY8WlJSGUplbm5pZmVyYnJvc2l1c0BnbWFpbC5jb21YBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/EcEeSN32mjdFsUUOED9DWA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRmdHunP0QgaHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9jYXJtZWxoc19QVE9XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmSRJ0iTZKY8WlJSGUplbm5pZmVyYnJvc2l1c0BnbWFpbC5jb21YBAAAAAE~
https://www.instagram.com/carmelhighschoolofficial/?hl=en
https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/pto-chs
https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/pto-chs/fundraising
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=E44S624ZUH7VG
mailto:CHSBackpackProgram@gmail.com
mailto:twanning@ccs.k12.in.us
http://www.keystonedentistry.com
http://www.stretchlab.com
http://www.pcacarmel.com
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LET'S 
CELEBRATE 
THE CLASS 
OF 2024

After 13 long years of school, the end is finally here. 
May 1 is the start of the month-long celebration of our 
graduating class. Senior Celebration consists of weekly 
lunchtime treats and giveaways culminating in Senior Sunrise, the morning of 
Graduation, May 23, from 7:30am - 9am, on the CHS football field (we’ll move 
to the Fieldhouse if raining).
Every Senior is encouraged to attend Senior Sunrise - we’ll have breakfast, yard 
games, photo booths and DJ and, most excitingly, lots and lots of amazing prizes.
For the latest information and photos from our weekly events and giveaways 
follow the PTO on Facebook @CarmelHighPTO and Instagram @
carmelhighschool_pto.
We would love your help with lunch celebrations and Senior Sunrise. Please find 
our volunteer sign up on our social media sites.
Let’s all do what we can to show our Seniors how excited we are for them! 
Congratulations Class of 2024!

Sign up to Volunteer HERE!

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/GROZ3dJyw-nqqXP8csoD0g~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRoDNdRP0RXaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2lnbnVwZ2VuaXVzLmNvbS9nby8xMEMwOTRBQURBQjI5QUJGQ0MzNC00OTIzMjYwMS1zZW5pb3I_dXNlRnVsbFNpdGU9dHJ1ZSMvVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpmKtGjK2aZ3EzUUhlKZW5uaWZlcmJyb3NpdXNAZ21haWwuY29tWAQAAAAB
http://www.APSIndiana.com
http://www.DentistryOn116.com
http://offthewallsports.net
http://lomaneyecare.com
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...continues on next page

SUMMER SCHOOL- 
GENERAL REMINDERS
Indiana Online (IO) and Summer 
School Registration

The w indow fo r  CHS s tudents 
registering for IO’s summer school 
wil l  close Wednesday, May 29th. 
IO summer courses run June 10th- 
July 21st. To register, go to https://
indianaonlineacademy.org and follow 
the link to enroll for the summer session. 
You will need to have your student’s 
school student number available when 
you register and enter it as the local 
id. CHS students may register for any 
course in which a student has made 
a C+ or lower or needs to recover 
credit and/or a counselor approved 
math course to get back on sequence. 
Students cannot take a math course 
to work ahead unless the student is 
trying to get back on track in math. 
There is no charge for CHS students 
taking courses through IO.(Any student 
wishing to retake a PE credit will need to 
register through their counselor for the 
CHS Edmentum summer course. CHS 
is not contracted with IO to take PE.)

NOTE: Registration for PE I & PE II 
will close on March 1st and will be 
administered through Edmentum this 
summer. This session runs May 29-
July 3rd. More information will be sent 
home to those who put it in their course 
requests as we approach the start date. 
Students are allowed to take up to two 
credits total in one summer. PE I and PE 
II cannot be taken in the same summer. 

STANDARDIZED TESTING 
INFORMATION
All juniors took the SAT at school 
on March 5, 2024 as a part of state 
accountability testing. This testing is part 
of our state required testing program. 
Students who were absent will be tested 
during the make-up testing window.
Students who wish to sign-up for the 
ACT or SAT test can do so on their own. 
The ACT will be offered at CHS on April 
13. The ACT is also offered at other 
testing locations on June 8 and July 13. 
The SAT will be offered on the following 
Saturday’s at CHS: May 4 and June 1.
Registration for Saturday tests can be 
found online at either www.collegeboard.
org or www.act.org. The cost for the 
SAT is $60. The ACT costs $66 or $91 
with the optional writing section. Most 
colleges are NO LONGER requiring the 
writing section, so plan ahead to see if 
you need to take the ACT with or without 
writing. Be sure to include the Carmel 
High School code (150445) with your 

COUNSELING  
NEWS

https://indianaonlineacademy.org
https://indianaonlineacademy.org
www.collegeboard.org
www.collegeboard.org
www.act.org
http://www.psychotherapyandlifecoaching.com
http://meganwellsfamilylaw.com
http://www.bazbeaux.com
http://hallmarkorthodontics.com
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...continues on next page

Counseling News

registration. We also encourage you to 
select up to four colleges to have your 
test scores sent directly. This is offered 
as a part of your registration process 
for both the SAT and ACT tests and is 
free of charge at the time of registration. 
Please know that if you send scores to 
colleges and later decide to apply without 
test scores, the colleges will NOT pull 
testing information that may have been 
previously submitted. 
It is recommended that students who 
plan to attend college take the SAT 
and ACT at least one time during 
the winter/spring of their junior year. 
Because most colleges will consider 
the highest combination of any college 
admission test scores presented with 
an application, many students will take 
either the SAT or ACT two times prior to 
their senior year. Please know that many 
colleges are now TEST OPTIONAL, so 
check out the admission requirements 
for colleges you are interested in applying 
to in order to see if the SAT or ACT are 
necessary to take.
Please keep in mind that standardized 
testing is only one piece of all the 
information that represents and presents 
students and their accomplishments. For 
most colleges and universities, the most 
important part of the student’s record 
is the quality of the student’s academic 
course work and the grades that they 
have earned in those classes. 
For highly selective schools, the quality 
of the student’s character and her/his 
leadership in school and/or community 
activities weigh heavily. 
Be sure to take advantage of the FREE 
online SAT test prep available through 
the Khan Academy. You can find this 
information within your College Board 
account. For additional test prep 
opportunities, please visit our Canvas 
Counseling Course.

TESTING ACCOMMODATIONS
If your student has a 504 Plan or an 

IEP with testing accommodations, 
accommodations have been requested 
through the College Board. You should 
have received a letter indicating the 
approval or denial of accommodations 
along with an assigned SSD#. Any 
accommodations for which your student 
is approved was administered on 
the March 5School-Day SAT. These 
accommodations will also be in place for 
any future SAT or AP tests. If your student 
has an IEP or 504 Plan with testing 
accommodations and will need testing 
accommodations for an ACT test, please 
indicate the need for accommodations 
during the ACT registration process. 
Our office will receive an email to make 
the accommodations request, and you 
will be notified once that is approved or 
denied.
If you have any questions about current 
or future testing accommodations, 
please contact Stephanie Payne at 
spayne@ccs.k12.in.us.

NATIONAL MERIT 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
FINALISTS ANNOUNCED
Fifty-one Carmel High School seniors 
have been named as National Merit 
Scholarship Program Finalists. Finalists 
received a Certificate of Merit from the 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation, 
and many of these students are 
being considered for National Merit 
Scholarships as well as scholarships 
from their first-choice colleges and 
universities.
Finalists include:
Yash Bhargava, Elena Budyak, Shravan 
Chengalva, Rosalyn Chu, Lorna Ding, 
Mi les Dunbar,  George Emerson, 
Kyra Escobar, Alex Foster, Srikrishna 
Ganeshan, Richard Gao, Sai Shritan 
Gudepate, Sahithi Lakshmi Hastavaram, 
Claire He, Mahmoud Homsi, Kevin 
Hu, Bolong Huang, Carolyn Jia, Sujal 
Joshi, Ghajan Kalainesan, Samantha 
Lin, Yichen Liu, Aaronson Mansberger, 

mailto:spayne@ccs.k12.in.us
http://lotusoflifecounseling.net
http://civictheatre.org
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continued from previous page...

...continues on next page

Counseling News

Bhargava Mortha, Melaina Munson, Robert Nies, Elizabeth Palmer, Amanda Pan, 
Matthew Paraboschi, Dhanya Pathangi, Anna Pennington, Nora Perkins, Paras 
Punater, Arjun Purohit, Eva Qiao, David Racovan, Varun Rao, Colin Santangelo, 
Siddhesh Songirkar, Zhanqi Su, Sara Susant, Carson Szotek, Angelina Tan, Srianjana 
Vallepalli, Karthik Varigonda, Bingrui Wang, Sydney White, Alexandra Yang, Charles 
Yuan, Nancy Zhang, and Oliver Zhu.

FINANCIAL AID & SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION
IMPORTANT FAFSA UPDATES FOR SENIORS:
The U.S. Department of Education has announced 
that there will be delays in sending FAFSA information 
to colleges/universities. Currently, they are estimating 
that FAFSA data will be sent to colleges by mid-March. 
This will delay the communication of financial aid awards 
to admitted students from the colleges to which they 
have been admitted. Please be sure to carefully read 
all communication from your colleges of interest to fully 
understand how they are handling the FAFSA delay.
Starting with the Class of 2024, new Indiana legislation 
requires all high school seniors to submit the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or formally opt out. While we encourage 
all seniors planning to attend college in 2024-25 to submit a FAFSA, families who 
choose to opt out must complete an official opt-out form and send it electronically 
to the CHS Registrar, Wendy Nordhoff-Pemberton,  wnordhof@ccs.k12.in.us.
Need help understanding what to do after submitting the FAFSA? Seniors and 
Seniorparents are invited to attend “After the FAFSA: Finalizing College Financial Aid” 
onThursday, March 9th at 6:30 p.m. in the CHS Community Room. This presentation 
byour partners at INvestEd Indiana will review how to understand what comes next 
aftersubmitting the FAFSA, how to read financial aid notification letters and more!

CARMEL EDUCATION FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS
The Carmel Education Foundation (CEF) provides financial scholarships to at least 
80 CHS seniors each year, ranging in value from $500- $6,000. CEF scholarships 
can be used for expenses related to college, certification, or trade school. We 
encourage seniors to review the CEF scholarship materials available at https://
www.ccs.k12.in.us/foundation/scholarships/application-process. Simply click on 
the directory outlining all scholarships and their criteria, application instructions, and 
the application link. 
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mailto:wnordhof@ccs.k12.in.us
https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/foundation/scholarships/application
https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/foundation/scholarships/application
http://www.visionaryeyebeauty.com
http://PattonTax.com
http://www.thrivepointe.com
http://www.larsonorthodontics.com
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As an applicant, seniors will be asked to 
create a profile and respond to a series 
of questions in a common application 
format to determine their scholarship 
eligibility. Once their general application 
is submitted, applicants will be directed 
to a list of scholarships for which they will 
be considered and they may be asked to 
complete a required essay for specific 
scholarships. Approximately half of the 
scholarships require a short essay, and 
the prompts are listed in the directory 
found on the CEF website. 
The CEF application deadline is Friday, 
March 1st at 5:00 p.m. All applicants will 
be contacted to verify their application 
content before they are notified of their 
application status in early May2024. 
Scholarships will be presented at the 
CHS Community Scholarship Night on 
Tuesday, May 14, 2024. It is important to 
note that because CEF awards no more 
than one scholarship to a single student, 
they are truly spreading the wealth!
Additional scholarship resources can 

be found in the Scholarship List in your 
Naviance Student account. Also, be sure 
to follow us on Twitter @CHSCollege411 
or Instagram @chscollegecareer to receive 
scholarship updates via social media.
Questions about scholarship resources 
can be directed to your CHS Counselor 
or to Mrs. Stephan, College & Career 
Programming and Resources Coordinator 
at mstephan@ccs.k12.in.us.

SENIORS: SUBMIT 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 
FOR INCLUSION IN THE 
GRADUATION BULLETIN!
All CHS seniors who have earned 
scholarships are asked to submit an 
electronic scholarship confirmation form 
WITH official documentation confirming 
the award. Please note that we ask 
seniors to submit only those confirmed 
college scholarships for the school they 
will be attending. 
Students who have received private 
scholarships (i.e. not from the college 

itself) are encouraged to report those 
awards on the electronic scholarship 
confirmation form with supporting 
documentation. 
Submission of the electronic scholarship 
confirmation form and supporting 
documentation will allow us to celebrate 
your scholarship award(s) in the CHS 
Graduation Bulletin. Please note that 
all financial information will remain 
confidential, but we will add your 
scholarship amounts to the grand total 
that will be announced at graduation. 
Please use the form linked here to submit 
your scholarship awards. The last day 
to submit scholarship confirmations for 
recognition in the graduation bulletin 
is Thursday, May 2nd. Thank you for 
helping us to fully recognize your Class 
of 2024 accomplishments! 
Questions about scholarship confirma-
tions should be directed to Melinda 
Stephan mstephan@ccs.k12.in.us or 
Leah Owens lowens@ccs.k12.in.us in 
the CHS Counseling Office.

mailto:mstephan@ccs.k12.in.us
mailto:mstephan@ccs.k12.in.us
mailto:lowens@ccs.k12.in.us
http://carmelclayparks.com/work/
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From the College 
and Career 
Resource Center 
(CCRC)
CHS College & Career Counselors 
want to assist students and 
families with the college search 
and career exploration process. 
Collectively, we have met with 
over 1,000 students/parents in 
the CCRC since the school year 
started! Students can request an 
appointment by completing an 
online request in PowerSchool 
by clicking on “Forms”. Students 
can note that parents wish to 
join these appointments when 
completing the request form.

View the School Calendar
2023-2024-School Calendar

TEACHER 
APPRECIATION  
IN MAY
Join us on May 6th to serve our 

amazing teachers for Teacher Appreciation Week. We are serving McAlister’s baked 
potato bar during lunch in the Community Room. Volunteers are needed to assist 
teachers in building their loaded baked potatoes and serve lemonade and iced tea.

Sign up to Volunteer HERE!

This year's Top Scholar / Distinguished 
Graduates / Hall of Fame ceremony 
was a success! Thank you to the PTO 
Team of Kristy, Sabrina and Rama for 
your work. 

Free & Easy Way  
to Earn Money  
for the PTO!
KROGER REWARDS
Join Kroger Rewards and select Carmel High School PTO - Kroger will donate 
a percentage of every purchase to the PTO at zero cost to you. Follow instructions 
at the link below and be sure to search for "Carmel High School PTO" or "NY210".

Join Kroger Rewards HERE

TOP SCHOLAR / Distinguished Graduate / 
Hall of Fame Ceremony EVENT

https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/chs/about/calendar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4FA5A729A3F5C16-49167389-teacher#/
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
http://kuzmicortho.com
http://www.careercafe.com
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