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CHAIN OF LAKES 

VISION STATEMENT
Chain of Lakes Middle School is a community 
of students, parents and teachers, which strives 
to ensure that all members are successfully 
growing in academic and social development. We 
believe in educating the entire student in a safe, 
diversified environment in order to prepare for 
life’s opportunities and challenges. We promote 
academic excellence, a life-long love of learning 
and responsible citizenship. 

SCHOOL HOURS
M | T | TH | F
9:25 a.m. - 3:55 p.m.
W
9:25 a.m. - 2:55 p.m.

Cheron Anderson
Principal

Dear Osprey Families, 
 Since welcoming over 1,300 students on 
the first day, we have seen them grow by 
leaps and bounds. First quarter report cards 
were distributed Tuesday, October 29 during 
4th period. Please take time to review your 
child’s report card with him or her. Be sure 
to celebrate their success and encourage 
continued academic achievement. Simple 
words of encouragement can be very 
powerful in helping students stay focused and motivated. 
If your child did not do well, then take time to talk about 
what he or she needs to do in order to get back on track. 
Communication with your student as well as their teacher 
is imperative to their success. I implore you to identify an 
academic plan for your child, coupled with daily monitoring 
and encouragement will provide for a tremendous difference. 
If you need more ideas on how you can help your child 
succeed, please contact your grade level guidance 
counselor or administrator. 
 I am pleased to announce that our early tutoring program 
has been a success! SOAR Saturday has students working 
on various subjects such as reading, writing, and math. 
Students also stay after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
with high performing teachers to review and remediate skills 
and strategies. Teachers also provide time to students to 
complete their homework. If you are interested in having your 
child take advantage of this tremendous opportunity, please 
call the school or have your student contact Ms. Slaughter. 
We hope this assistance will provide that extra boost to help 
tackle the Florida Standards Assessment this 
spring. October 31st, we held our initial 
Outstanding Osprey Award ceremony 
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fo r  th i s  schoo l  year. 
Thank you to our PTSA, 
Partners in Education, and 
Faculty and Staff for an 
outstanding ceremony. 
Parents of the honorees 
were enamored with 
the hospitality as well as 
beaming with pride for the 
accomplishments of their 
child. As always, please 
stay connected with your 
child’s education and 
follow their academic 
growth. Stay in contact 
with your child’s teacher 
a n d  r e m e m b e r  t o 
regularly check Skyward 
to stay up to date with 
your student’s progress. 
Don’t forget to regularly 
visit www.chainoflakes.
ocps.net to get more 
information concerning 
all things Chain of Lakes 
Middle School. 

Sincerely,
Cheron L. Anderson
Principal

Ad Placement Ad Placement

(September 15th – October 15th)
 Hispanics have had a profound and positive influence on our 
country through their strong commitment to family, faith, hard work, 
and service. September 15 is the anniversary of independence of 
five Latin American countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras and Nicaragua. Mexico, Chile and Belize also celebrate 
their independence days during this period and Columbus Day 
(Día de la Raza) is October 12. The term Hispanic or Latino, refers to 
Puerto Rican, South or Central American, or other Spanish culture 
or origin regardless of race.
 At COLMS, we celebrated Hispanic Heritage Month in many 
of our elective classes and school-wide. In our Spanish Elective 
classes, students are receiving high school credit through a rigorous 
curriculum teaching students to not only speak another language 
but to embrace learning about diversity and culture. 
 During the last week of Hispanic Heritage Month, we had a 
school-wide spirit week to celebrate Hispanic culture. Monday was 
flag day, Tuesday was “familia” day and students dress as twins, 
Wednesday was Guayavera day (or other island attire), Thursday 
was “Tie and Tiara” day to celebrate the Quinceañera, and Friday 
was soccer jersey day. PTSA also brought in coffee and pastries 
Friday morning for our staff and faculty. Thank you to everyone for 
making Hispanic Heritage Month extra special this year.

M O N T H

www.chainoflakes.ocps.net
www.chainoflakes.ocps.net
http://BattleOrtho.com
http://www.windpeds.com
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Communication is Key
 Stay connected to Chain of 
Lakes Middle School by following 
us on Twitter at @COLMS_OCPS 
or “Like” our Facebook Page.

Ad Placement

Ad Placement

Ad Placement

Read & Feed 2020
 Each year Chain of Lakes Middle School teachers select a novel 
for our ANNUAL READ & FEED EVENT. Read & Feed is a one-day 
event held in May, where students who have read the selected text 
and passed a knowledge quiz about the book get to participate 
in a FULL DAY of fun, activities, and excitement outside of their 
classroom! This 2020 Read & Feed book is ...

 “George Takei has captured hearts and minds worldwide with 
his captivating stage presence and outspoken commitment to 
equal rights. But long before he braved new frontiers in Star Trek, 
he woke up as a four-year-old boy to find his own birth country at 
war with his father’s—and their entire family forced from their home 
into an uncertain future.
 In a stunning graphic memoir, Takei revisits his haunting 
childhood in American concentration camps, as one of over 
100,000 Japanese Americans imprisoned by the U.S. government 
during World War II. Experience the forces that shaped an American 
icon—and America itself—in this gripping tale of courage, country, 
loyalty, and love.”
IDW Publishing

CELEBRATION
DENTAL AND ORTHODONTICS

http://www.celebrationdentalgroup.com
http://www.bayhilleyecare.com
http://www.NewPunjabIndianRestaurant.com
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Teacher of the Year
 Precious Ferguson has been selected as 
our 2019-2020 Teacher of the Year! This is Ms. 
Ferguson’s third year at Chain of Lakes Middle 
school and approaching her tenth year of 
teaching. Ms. Ferguson is not only a wonderful 
science teacher but is also the Science 
Department Lead. If you know Ms. Ferguson, you 
would understand right away what she means 
to Chain of Lakes and her students. 

Red Ribbon Week
 I z a b e l l a  Wa re ,  a 
student from Griswold 
M i d d l e  S c h o o l  i n 
Griswold, CT, created the 
winning theme for 2019 
Red Ribbon Week, which 
takes place October 

23-31. Ware’s theme, “Send A Message. Stay 
Drug Free.” was selected among thousands 
of Red Ribbon theme ideas submitted by 
students, parents, educators and members of 
communities across America.
 The theme is a call to action to speak out 
in support of healthy choices. The theme is 
also a reminder that by staying drug free, you 
are sending a message to yourself and others 
about how much you value yourself, your overall 
health, your community and your future.
Red Ribbon.org
This is how we raised awareness to Red Ribbon 
Week:

Precious Ferguson and Debra Chaudhry

Support Person of the Year
 Debra Chaudhry has been selected as 
our 2019-2020 Support Person of the Year! Ms. 
Chaudhry has been with Chain of Lakes for a year 
and half. Ms. Chaudhry has done an amazing job 
taking care of our school budget and helping to 
keep us on task for financial success. She goes 
above and beyond helping our staff and students 
with all things Chain of Lakes! We are so thankful 
to have “Deb” here with us because she is the 
perfect missing piece to our puzzle.

B R A C I N G  Y O U  F O R  S U C C E S S !

$ 1 0 0 0 OFF
THE  TOTAL COST OF FULL ORTHODONTIC TREATMENT

 

. C O M

responsible party for payment have the right to refuse pay, cancel payment or reimbursement for payment for any service, examination 
or treatment performed within 72 hours of responding to the ad for free discount, reduced fee service, examination or treatment. Some 
restrictions may apply, ADA codes, 8080, 8090, 8070, license #DN15927. 

Ribbon.org
http://baptisteorthodontics.com
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Sandra Brookins Curdup stopped by to  
Welcome Our Teachers that are New to  

Orange County Public School

Congratulations to 
our Outstanding 
Osprey Award 

Recipients

Our Dramateers will perform 
the Wizard of OZ  

November 19-November 21

Ebony Griffin and 
Cheron Anderson

Sandra Brookins Curdup 
and Ebony Griffin

Mercy Merino, Erin Hauer, Cheron Anderson, 
Johanna Brown and Sandra Brookins Curdup.

Advertise in the Chain of Lakes Connection!  This is a 
wonderful way for your company to get community recognition and 
exposure, and at the same time help support your local schools!

Caroline Galindez • Ivama.GalindezGomez@ocps.net
Chain of Lakes Middle School

A few spots are left! 

We need you!

http://ogdenortho.com
http://www.academypublishing.com/advertising.php
mailto:Ivama.GalindezGomez@ocps.net
http://www.dgbek.com/academy-classes
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Testing Update
 November - OSPREY Writes 
During November all of our 
Chain of Lakes Students will 
participate in our Osprey Writes 
assessment. Osprey Writes is a 
school-wide assessment of your 
student’s writing skills. This is a 
practice for the FSA Writes that 
will be administered next April. 
 December - Common Final 
Examinations and Algebra 
Retakes. December brings 
us two assessments for two 
smaller groups of students. 
First, early in December we will 
have retakes for any students 
that need an opportunity to 
retake the Algebra I EOC. Then 
right before the 2019 winter 
break, we will administer CFE’s. 
CFE’s will only be for students 
participating in STEM, Learning 
St rategies,  and Phys ical 
Education semester courses.

Student Code of Conduct
 It is important that students understand the policies and 
procedures of OCPS. Please take a moment and review with your 
child a copy of the OCPS Student Code of Conduct at: https://
www.ocps.net/departments/marketing_and_events/publications/
code_of_student_conduct_and_parent_guide.

Free/Reduced School Lunch
 We ask that all families take a moment to apply for free or 
reduced meal benefits. 
 ** IMPORTANT: You must reapply for benefits each year!**

Soar Saturdays
 Soar Saturdays are back! We will offer a light breakfast and snack 
break. There will be a monthly and End of the Year reward. We are also 
offering extra credit for assignments completed. Transportation will 
be provided for all current bus riders. If you need further information, 
please contact Grace Gregory: grace.gregory@ocps.net.

Cell Phones
 Students must silence and put away cell phones 
at 9:25 every morning. Cell phones should be placed 
in student backpack or purse and not removed until 
dismissal. Please make sure your student is following this 
policy as cell phones that are visible may be confiscated.

https://www.ocps.net/departments/marketing_and_events/publications/code_of_student_conduct_and_parent_guide
https://www.ocps.net/departments/marketing_and_events/publications/code_of_student_conduct_and_parent_guide
https://www.ocps.net/departments/marketing_and_events/publications/code_of_student_conduct_and_parent_guide
mailto:grace.gregory@ocps.net
http://www.oralfacsurg.com
http://www.heraudpediatrics.com
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Breast Cancer Awareness Month
October 1-October 31
 In honor of Breast Cancer Awareness month, we turned 
COLMS pink! Faculty and students wore their favorite shade 
of pink to show their support for this worthy cause.

 Chain of Lakes will Host Relay for Life April 4, 2020. Our goal is to 
raise lots of money for this worthy cause! Let’s show our solidarity in 
the fight against cancer. We are encouraging everyone to raise at 
least $100 dollars for our big event. Let’s join the fight! Please follow the 
link below to join Chain of Lakes faculty, students, family and friends. 
There are several events going on that day so be sure to look for the  
Chain of Lakes team “ High Flying Ospreys” to join our event.  

http://main.acsevents.org/goto/HighFlyingOspreys

http://main.acsevents.org/goto/HighFlyingOspreys
http://www.SouthwestOrlandoEyeCare.com
http://sgmengineering.com
http://OrlandoHealth.com/ER
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