
MISSION-BE A LEARNER, BE A LEADER, BE A TARPON
VISION-Promote a culture where Tarpons do their best, 
do what is right and treat others the way they wish to be treated.

Charlotte High School

 October 7th, 2 022

Fo
r T

he
 Parents, Staff, Students And Community Of Charlotte High School

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

http://chs.yourcharlotteschools.net

As I write this we are close to wrapping up the first quarter which means report cards are right around the corner. It is hard to 
believe that this school year is going by so quickly! It’s never too soon to start checking on your student’s academic progress. 

Please make sure you have an active Parent Portal Focus account, which enables you to keep track of grades and attendance.

Charlotte High School is a dynamic place to work and learn, and I want to encourage our students to find some way to 
get connected to Charlotte High above and beyond their regular class periods. Students that are involved in Tarpon 
extracurricular programs create social networks by surrounding themselves with students who possess similar 

interests. Connected students do better in the classroom and they contribute to the awesome school spirit we 
have here. Our athletic teams, performing groups, and clubs can be found on our website.

I invite you to join us as we celebrate our October Homecoming by attending the Powder-Puff game on 
Wednesday night October 5th beginning at 6:30PM, the Homecoming Parade on October 6th at 6:30PM, and 

the Tarpon Football game against North Fort Myers on Friday night, October 7th at 7:30PM. We are thankful 
for the support we receive from the many parents, relatives, teachers, staff, advertisers, and fans throughout 

the year. We truly could not accomplish our goals without your continuous support each and every year. 

At the time I am writing this letter, our enrollment is 2014 students and I am happy to report that 92% of 
our students are discipline referral free. We strive to continuously remind our students the importance 

of living the Tarpon Fundamentals each day. All Tarpons have MOJO… Motivation for Success, 
Ownership of Our Actions, Journeys through Education, and Optimism for the Future. 

We truly are a family here at Charlotte High School and I want the four years we have 
together to be memorable and educational. I am proud to be your principal and 

will ensure your safety and a consistent learning environment during 
the time we spend together.

	 Sincerely,

 

 Cathy Corsaletti, Principal

To download a PDF version of this newsletter, go to http://academypublishing.com/schools/charlotte/charlotte.php

School Hours: 7:10 am - 2:10 pm
School Mascot: Fighting Tarpons
School Colors: Royal Blue and Gold

1250 Cooper Street
Punta Gorda, FL 33950
Phone: (941) 575-5450
Attendance Line: 941-575-5457
Fax: 941-575-5464

http://chs.yourcharlotteschools.net
http://academypublishing.com/schools/charlotte/charlotte.php
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“Always remember,  
Tarpon Pride  

never graduates!”
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Charlotte High School is known as Charlotte 
County’s First and Finest High School. Having 
first opened its doors in 1926, CHS is rich in 
history, community support, and tradition.

Go Tarpons!

UPCOMING DATES FOR 2022-23 
SCHOOL YEAR

October 13 End of Quarter 1
October 17 Teacher Work Day - NO STUDENTS
November 8 Teacher PD Day – NO STUDENTS
November 23-25 Thanksgiving Break 

PARENT CONTACT 
INFORMATION 

	 It is imperative we have accurate records (new 
addresses, phone numbers, etc.) so we are able to contact 
you in the event of an emergency involving your son or 
daughter. In addition, there are times when teachers and 
other school personnel also need to speak with parents and/
or guardians. Please give the office a call if you need to update 
your information.

	 Our MAIN parent drop off area is just off Henry Street behind the Deep Creek Church. There are signs on Cooper Street 
directing you to this area. This is the largest area and is designed to accommodate a large volume of traffic. Students dropped 
off here enter the school on the gymnasium side of the campus. 
	 Our SECONDARY drop off area is at CPAC. Because of the volume of students dropped off at CPAC, there is usually a 
waiting time to get in and out due to the seniors who drive to school who also use this area. 

DIRECTIONS FOR PARENT PICK UP

ADVERTISE IN THE This is a wonderful way for your company to get 
community recognition and exposure, and at the same 
time help support your local schools! Email Carmen 

Blake at carmen.blake@yourcharlotteschools.net.

	 Bullying, which includes cyberbullying, occurs when a person or group of 
people purposefully and repeatedly hurt, embarrass, or frighten another. During 
freshman year, all Tarpons participate in a classroom lesson about bullying run by 
our Assistant Principal and School Resource Officer. Students are educated about 
how to identify, react to and report bullying. As a parent, it is important to have open 
dialogue with your child about their experiences at school. If you become aware of 
a bullying situation, please report it immediately. Charlotte High School does not 
tolerate any form of bullying. For more information, or to report bullying, see the 
“Students & Parents” section of our website. 

Monday-Friday from 8am-6pm

mailto:carmen.blake@yourcharlotteschools.net
http://ChoiceHotels.com/FLG39
http://www.MedicalPavilionClinic.net
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ABSENCES 

THE ATTENDANCE OFFICE NUMBER IS 941-575-5457 
	 Please be reminded that on the day your child is absent from school, the Attendance Office should receive a phone call 
before 7:30 a.m. from the parent or guardian explaining the absence. In addition, for your convenience, a 24-hour voice mail is 
available before and after school hours so you are able to leave messages regarding absences. Other important extensions you 
may need are as follows: 
OFFICES EXTENSIONS OFFICES EXTENSIONS
Charlotte High School 575-5450 ESE *7111 
ATHLETICS *7004 FACILITIES *7112 
BOOKKEEPER *7007 GUIDANCE/CURRICULUM *7035 
CAFETERIA *7077 MAIN OFFICE *7001 
CLINIC *7002 MEDIA CENTER *7088 
CPAC *7086 PRINCIPAL *7011 
CUSTODIAL *7078 REGISTRATION *7006 
DATA ENTRY *7008 SOCIAL WORKER *7036
DEAN/DISCIPLINE *7049   

(Make sure to add the * before extension number when dialing)

	 The FOCUS portal allows parents and students 24/7 secure access 
to information such as attendance, assignments, grades, and discipline. 
Please visit chs.yourcharlotteschools.net, click on this link and get 
started today!

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL
	 SAC is comprised of parents, students, and CHS staff members who are dedicated to the continued development, and 
maintenance of quality education programs at CHS. To become a member of this very significant council, please contact the 
Principal’s Office.

• Retirement Planning      

• Portfolio Management
• Stocks/Bonds
• IRAs & ROTH IRAs

• Annuities

• Financial Planning      
• Tax Strategies

• Long - Term Care
• Estate/Gift Planning

• Life Insurance

150 W. McKenzie St. Suite 116 Punta Gorda, FL 33950 

Sommer T. O’Neil
President, Financial Advisor

(941) 205-2000
Or Text (941) 879-9011

CALL US TODAY!

Sommer T. O’Neil is registered with, supervised by, and offers securities through Kovack Securities, Inc.
*Member FINRA/SIPC* 6451 N. Federal Highway, Ste 1201, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308 (954) 782-4771.

Advisory Services offered through Kovack Advisors, Inc. Altrus Investment Services is not affiliated
with Kovack Securities, Inc. / Kovack Advisors, Inc.

Maximize Your Income Protect Your Assets•
Pass Your Legacy Invest In Your Future•

chs.yourcharlotteschools.net
http://papajohns.com
http://SunshineAce.com
http://www.cbhc.org
http://www.altrusinvestments.com
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NOT HIGHLY QUALIFIED 
AND OUT OF FIELD 

TEACHERS
	 To be “highly qualified” teachers in core 
academic subjects must be fully certificated by 
the state, hold a bachelor’s or higher degree 
from an accredited or approved institution, 
and demonstrate subject matter competency 
for each core academic subject assigned. 
They must major and take subject content 
courses as required by the Florida Department 
of Education and have a passing score on 
Florida subject area examinations, or hold 
advance certificates. Teachers of multiple 
subjects must be “highly qualified” in each 
of their core subject teaching areas. It is our 
responsibility and the law to report “not 
highly qualified” and “out of field teachers” 
for the 2022-23 school year at Charlotte High 
School. This does not mean that your son/
daughters’ teacher is not eligible or certified 
to do a good job in the subject area that they 
are teaching. This means that the state has 
changed the certification required to teach the 
course; therefore, the teacher has additional 
responsibilities to complete before being 
highly qualified. The following teachers are 
“not highly qualified” and/or considered “out 
of field” at Charlotte High School for the 2022-
23 school year:
•	 Bailey Tietsworth – English
•	 Oribel Estevez - ESOL

CLUBS
Anime LEO
Art Mock Trial
Blue Crew Modern Music Masters (Tri-M)
Book Club National Honor Society (NHS)
Bowling NJROTC
Charisma Robotics
Eurythmics Sign Language
Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) Student Government Association (SGA)
Future Farmers of America (FFA) STRIVE
Green Tarps Tarpon Leadership Academy (TLA)
Interact Tarpon News Network (TNN)
Key Thespians
Kindness/Positivity (S.P.A.R.K.) Yoga

TARPON PRIDE, FAMILY, TRADITION & SOME GOLDEN HISTORY 
	 Big October doings in Tarpon Kingdom. It’s Homecoming and Hall of Fame month (October 6 and 21 respectively). This 
makes it a natural time for memories and reunions. Let’s start by congratulating this year’s Tarpon Athletic Hall of Fame (HOF) 
inductees: Wayne Berryhill (72) Bruce Dooley (72), Kevin Kramer (97) and Brian Nolan (AD). Come out to support them at 
halftime of the football game on October. 21. We’ll find out about the Tarpon Homecoming Court soon. 
	 Seldom does a Homecoming pass that a reunion group isn’t around to relive Tarpon memories. As a historian, I am often 
asked to act as tour guide of our “new,” post Hurricane Charley, CHS. I’ve toured classes from as far back as the 50s and 60s. 
This year, my Tarpon Class of 1972 is holding its 50th “Golden Reunion,” HOF Weekend. I get to show them around and as an 
added bonus, our classmates, Bruce and Wayne will be inducted. That makes me think of some Tarpon Pride/History and how 
the Class of 1972 has a connection to the HOF that goes beyond having the highest number of inductees. 
	 Our 1971 and 1972 classes were always close based on the Tarpon athletic and academic history we made. That included 
CHS’s first ever District Titles in Football, Wrestling and Track; the only Regional Title in football in the 20th Century; and 
Wrestling Coach George Sansone (50 years at CHS) produced the first Tarpon All-American, Teddy Alexander (72). Add some 
inter-class marriages and we invited both 1971 and 1973 to join our reunions. After our 25th reunion in 1997, we decided to 
do something with the money we had in the bank. So, we organized a scholarship for generational Tarpons. 
	 The Tarpon Reunion Scholarship Committee was formed to “Help Tarpons Swim Up-tide,” providing awards for college 
and continuing education. Early on, we joined forces with the Tarpon Athletic HOF, hosted an annual banquet and produced 
the HOF magazine that helped raise funds for those scholarships. The CHS Class of 1997 joined us. These efforts over the past 
25 years have allowed us to award close to $80,000. Our goal is to hit $100,000 by CHS’s Centennial. 
	 Principal Cathy Corsaletti (A Tarpon/HOF Mom) points to another source of Tarpon Pride when she tells visiting groups 
that her instructional staff at CHS includes 36 Tarpon Alumni. That is likely one of the highest numbers in the country. Two 
of the earliest alumni to teach at CHS were Don Witherall and Rupert Guthrie. 
	 Alumnus Ronald “G” Middleton helped integrate CHS (See plaque near Athletic Office). He came home from Bethune 
Cookman College to teach and coach here and was my defensive position coach during my senior football season in 1971. It 
was another former Tarpon football player, Superintendent Hugh Adams (CHS 1946) who led the integration of CHS before 
it was mandated. 
	 Two class of 1971 alumni followed Coach Middleton right out of college; Harold Mack Jr. (The PGMS Gym is named in 
his honor) and Karen Brandon Alessandroni. Five of us from CHS 1972 followed: Danette Brancaccio, Dale Russel in the 70s, 
Mark Christensen and I followed suite in the following decades. On a plaque in the 3-story you will see the names of Karen 
Alessandroni as CHS Educator of the Year in 2010, and from 2008-2011: Wayne Berryhill, Paul DeGaeta, Wayne Sallade, and 
Peggy Stover (all CHS 1972) are each named Tarpon Alumni/Contributor of the Year.  A half-century later, we ‘re pretty sure 
our old CHS Civics’ Teacher, Charley June (WWII Vet) would be proud of our alumni group for “Giving Back” to the Tarpon 
Community we all love. We know Class Sponsor, Wendy Schmidt, is. 
- Paul DeGaeta 
Scholarship Committee Chair 

CHS STUDENT ID CARDS
	 Once students are issued IDs in the fall, they are expected to wear their ID over their neck and it must be visible at all 
times. Students will be required to show their ID when entering the school building. Students who do not have their ID will be 
issued a temporary badge. Those who repeatedly do not bring their ID to school may face disciplinary action. 
	 If an ID is lost or needs repair, students should stop by the Dean’s Office to get their ID or lanyard repaired or replaced. 
Students needing additional IDs or lanyards will pay $2 for an ID and $1 for a lanyard. Replacement sleeves are free.

Your Local Sponsor AdvertisersYour Local Sponsor Advertisers

http://WaterfrontHomeBuyer.com
http://SpiveyLaw.com
http://www.PantherHollowDental.com
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COLLEGE & CAREER READINESS
What’s the plan?
✓College	 ✓Career	 ✓Military
Testing
•	 Sign up to take the ACT and/or SAT right away! 

ȲȲ Many schools want scores by December.
ȲȲ Sign up by going to ACT.org or SAT.org
ȲȲ Use KhanAcademy.org to study! It has been proven to increase scores! 

•	 ASVAB will be given on Thursday, October 13, 2022. 
ȲȲ Sign up online at bit.ly/2022ASVAB 

•	 All recruiter contact information is on the College and Career Readiness website.
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)
•	 To apply go to: FAFSA.GOV
	 Opens October 1st. Complete at home with Parent/Guardian support.
WHY YOU SHOULD FILL OUT THE FAFSA ASAP
	 A better chance at more state and school aid. Need I say more? Schools and states have a limited amount of aid, and a 
bunch of states have a FAFSA deadline of “as soon as possible after October 1,” (meaning they actually could run out of financial 
aid) so it’s good to be at the front of the line!
	 Get it out of the way so you can focus on other things, like college applications, college coursework, or applying for 
scholarships.
	 It makes comparing colleges easier. If you submit your FAFSA early there’s a chance that colleges will give you an estimated 
financial aid offer early, giving you more time to compare colleges before the college decision deadline.
	 More scholarship eligibility. Some scholarships look at your FAFSA results—and some of those scholarships have early 
deadlines. Don’t disqualify yourself from those scholarships.
FFAA (Florida Financial Aid Application- Bright Futures & more)
•	 To apply go to: floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org
	 Opens October 1st. Seniors completed this in October at school with Mrs. Eyster in the Career Center through Government 
and Econ classes.
Bright Futures Award Table
	 For more detailed information regarding requirements and award amounts visit floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org then 
click Bright Futures. Students need to get volunteer hours turned into Mrs. Reich in A110. 

Institutional Scholarships
	 Colleges and Universities always offer their own scholarships. Apply to schools early so you can get the scholarship 
applications in right away. Be sure to check deadlines for their scholarship applications as well! 
Local Foundations
	 Every year I recommend students apply to the following foundations. All of these foundations support Charlotte County 
students. Charlotte High School is represented every year for most of these. Students need to check the College and Career 
Ready website for the most current deadlines. Many of these deadlines are in the spring.
•	 Charlotte Community Foundation
•	 Community Foundation of Sarasota County
•	 Gulf Coast Community Foundation
•	 Southwest Florida Community Foundation
•	 Uncommon Friends Foundation
•	 William G and Marie Selby Foundation

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Harbor Realty
1133 Bal Harbor Blvd, Ste 1129
Punta Gorda, FL 33950

Mobile/Text: (941) 525-6252

MasonSellsFL@gmail.com
www.homestobuynow.com

Joseph B Mason
GRI - Realtor®

Veteran
United States Marine Corps

(941) 505 - 0626
www.PineappleStorage.com

A SAFE AND
SECURE PLACE

LOCATED ON CORNER OF
MARION AVE AND FLORIDA ST

25477 Marion Avenue
Punta Gorda, FL 33950

ACT.org
SAT.org
KhanAcademy.org
bit.ly
FAFSA.GOV
floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org
floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org
https://landsbergbennett.com
http://www.stockchiropracticwellnesscenter.com
http://www.homestobuynow.com
http://PineappleStorage.com
http://www.village-fish-market.com
http://www.slackorthodontics.com
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DRUG FREE CHARLOTTE COUNTY

Helping Your Teen Enjoy Reading
	 When my daughters were little, they loved to read. We would take trips to the library every Saturday and they would each bring home a big pile of books. I remember the two of them in 
the back of the van on the way home showing each other the books they had picked with such excitement. However, as they have gotten older, I have noticed that love for books dwindle, and 
my 16-year-old has even told me she “hates reading”. Gasp!
	 So, I began wondering if it was just my kids or if other parents had seen the same in their children. Sadly, I found that this is more common than you would think. I began researching 
ways to help my kids fall back in love with reading again, and here’s what I found:
1.	 It is important to help your teen find books on their reading level. At some point your child may have gotten the idea that they aren’t a good reader, or they may have actual difficulties 

with reading. Teens can often be a closed book themselves and determining their level of reading skills can be difficult, so starting with something that is easy but interesting can be a 
great way to start out.

2.	 Speaking of interesting…. help your teen look for books that are a topic and format of interest for them. Not all reading needs to be thick novels. Your child might get into comic books or 
magazines or a downloadable book vs a physical book and that is ok. If your child is into becoming the next YouTube star, why not look for books on how to do that, or maybe on some 
YouTubers who have become successful. Remember that the goal is to peak interest in reading again.

3.	 As much as we may want to pick out books that we think our teens might be interested in, it is important to let your teen pick their own books out. Head to your local library and let them 
browse in sections of their interest.

4.	 Don’t criticize. You may think what your child is reading is boring or too young for them etc. However, criticizing what your teen chooses to read can have a negative effect on their desire 
to read at all. Instead, consider encouraging them for the act of choosing to read.

5.	 Model reading in front of your child. If your child sees you reading frequently, they are more likely to read themselves. Even just having books available in your home can increase the 
chance that your teen will be a reader.

6.	 Spark a conversation about what your teen is reading. Take some time to talk to your teen about what they are reading. Sometimes this helps to create continued interest and it’s a wonderful 
way to bond as well.

	 Reading has many benefits for teens. Reading can help them gain knowledge, improve writing and concentration skills, and can even boost self-esteem and happiness. Reading together 
or even reading the same book and discussing it together, can also strengthen family bonds.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

lancasterlawyers.com
711 N. Washington Blvd. (U.S. 301)

Sarasota, FL 34236
1601 E. Manatee Ave. (SR 64)
Bradenton, FL 34208 Port Charlotte, FL

941-365-7575

Workers’ Compensation • Personal Injury & Auto Accidents 
Wrongful Death • Social Security Disability 

Employee Rights

http://lancasterlawyers.com
http://mcdonnelldermatology.com
http://helgemopediatrics.com
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NATIONAL MERIT 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Adaora Edeoga and Hailey Schluter were both recognized as

Commended Students in the 2023 National Merit 
Scholarship Program.

Congratulations to both of you!

TARPON NAVY UPDATE
By Cadet/LT Jake Jaikaran, Company Executive Officer

	 Your Tarpon Navy is off to a great start this year. We have an incredible group of first year cadets (even some seniors!) 
this year and big events are coming up. September 27-30th we will be taking an overnight field trip to Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot Parris Island, South Carolina. We will be experiencing how Marine recruits live and train in boot camp, even living in 
the barracks and eating at the chow hall. Our Air Rifle Team has their first competition this week at Eastside High School in 
Gainesville, last year our Air Rifle Team was ranked 2nd in the state of Florida and placed 13th in the nation and we aim to 
place even better this year. Our Academics Team is working hard to qualify for the state championship Brain Brawl meet which 
is a jeopardy style team event based on our curriculum. Next month the Orienteering Team and Athletics Team will kick off 
training for a busy competition schedule. Future field trips for this year include the Pearl Harbor Remembrance in Naples on 
December 7th, and a trip to the Navy Seal Museum in Fort Pierce. If you were unable to join us this semester, we welcome you 
to join us next semester, talk to your guidance counselor to get your schedule changed and come aboard.

Senior Naval Science Instructor Request from Major Rankin.
	 Former cadets are requested to return Navy uniform items and text books. We have seen these items for sale at Goodwill 
recently and would prefer to reissue serviceable articles of clothing. You may drop them off in the classroom or the front office.

ATHLETICS

PERFECT SCORES!
	 We would like to recognize the following students for 
achieving a perfect score in one of the following subjects: US 
History, English Language Arts, or Biology.
Leah Massey
Emma Lynn
Ronald Beck
Xander Rosado-Sessa
Grant Worden
Olivia Harper

Ambrea Hobbs
Thomas Weems
Joemari Powell
Michael Edmond
Keegan Raymor

State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges to award associate and baccalaureate degrees. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA 30033-4097 or call 
404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota. State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota does not discriminate on the basis of sex, pregnancy, race, religion, age, national origin/ethnicity, color, marital status, disability, genetic 

information or sexual orientation in any of its educational programs, services and activities, including admission and employment. Direct inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies to: Equity Officer, 941-752-5323, 5840 26th St. W., Bradenton, FL 34207.

We Meet You Where You Are.  
We’re Everyone’s College.  

Apply Today! 

SCF.edu | Text 941-304-5443

ASSOCIATE  |  BACHELOR’S  |  CERTIFICATES

My first time in college

Advancing my career Rejoining the workforce

Growing my knowledge

http://SCF.edu
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REPORTING SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITIES OR THREATS
	 Students, parents, CCPS employees, and members of the community have a responsibility to report suspicious 
activities and potential threats to schools. Any suspicious activity or threat shall be promptly reported to one of the 
following individuals, agencies or reporting tools:
•	 School Resource Officer or local law enforcement agencies.
•	 School Administrator or any available staff member.
•	 The FortifyFL Reporting APP or to the Crimestoppers Tipline (1-800-780-TIPS).
•	 Contacting the Supervisor of District Security and Emergency Management at (941) 255-0808.
•	 Calling 9-1-1.

The School Board of Charlotte County does not discriminate (including anti-Semitism [as defined in Bylaw 0100]) on the 
basis of race, ethnicity, color, national origin, sex (including sexual orientation, transgender status, or gender identity), 
recognized disability, pregnancy, marital status, age (except as authorized by law), religion, military status, ancestry, or 
genetic information which are classes protected by State and/or Federal law (collectively, “protected classes”) in its programs 
and activities, including employment. The School Board also ensures equal access for Boy Scouts of America and other 
identified patriotic youth groups, as required by 34 C.F.R. §108 (Boy Scouts Act). (School Board Policy 1122, 3122, 4122)
The District Title IX Coordinators and Equity Compliance Officers for the District are Adrienne McElroy (Director of 
Human Resources), available at (941) 255-0808 Ext 3090, Patrick Keegan (Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources 
and Employee Relations), available at (941) 255-0808 Ext 3122, and Michael Desjardins (Assistant Superintendent 
for School Support), available at (941) 255-0808 Ext 3073. The District Section 504 Compliance Officer and ADA 
Coordinator is Rebecca Marazon (Coordinator of Psychological Services), available at (941) 255-0808 Ext 3071. (School 
Board Policy 2260) 

Performances at CPAC run October 21 & 22@ 
6:30 PM, and October 23 @ 2:00 PM

$10.00 for adults, $5.00 for CCPS students.
Charlotte High Teachers/Staff, free with ID.

Charlotte High Students $3.00 with ID.

CHS Drama Department


