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Dear Clay Nation,

Welcome back everyone! As principal of Clay
Middle School, | speak on behalf of our entire staff
in saying that this has been a great start to the 2023-
2024 school year. | hope each of you had a great
summer break and was able to rest and relax with
family and friends. As we start another school year,
our theme this year is Believe in Your Greatness.
As Clay continues to establish its school culture
and identity, we are making every attempt to
remain focused on how we accomplish GREATNESS.
We believe that the little things matter most and
often add up to even bigger things. The power of
believing in one’s self is huge, but the power of
believing together as an entire staff and student
body is where true impact happens. As a staff, we
continue to work hard to model for our students
a growth mindset and the philosophy that we are
better together. We will be there as your child looks
to transition through these middle school years
knowing there will be several exciting changes that
they will experience in the years to come.

Since the beginning of school, | have been very

NEWS

impressed with our sixth graders these first few weeks
and their ability to adapt to middle school life. | have
been impressed with this class and their energy and
school spirit. We look forward to a bright future with
this class as they continue to adjust to middle school.
As new parents to Clay, | would like to remind you
that if your child would need anything at all, please
do not hesitate to contact your child’s teachers, Clay
Student Services Department or Clay Administration.
As for our seventh graders, this year will be a building
year for our seventh graders as they look to expand
their leadership roles from last year and become more
involved in middle school by taking on leadership
roles and participating in clubs, organizations,
sports, performing arts and the many extracurricular
opportunities we offer. Our 8th graders have done a
really good job of setting the tone for this school year.
As you can imagine, a great deal of our success comes
with the great foundation our 8th grade class has built
over their last two years as 6th and 7th graders. This
class is full of great leaders that have learned living
out the Clay Way is part the expectations here at Clay

...continued on the next page
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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE ...

Middle School. They are respectful, responsible, ready to
learn and they have pride in being a Clay Trojan.

As principal of Clay Middle, | truly feel all three grade
levels are giving their best and we are excited to watch
them blossom and grow throughout this school year and
model what it means to be a Clay Trojan.

Since the start of school, our Clay administrative team,
school resource officer and student services department
have had the pleasure of meeting with all of our students
in grade level convocations the first week of school.
Within these convocations, we talked about things such
as THE CLAY WAY, who's who at Clay, how to get involved
in middle school, policies / changes for the year and safety
updates to highlight a few.

| would like to thank all of our parents that attended our
7th and 8th grade open houses back on August 17th.
It was a great turnout and as always, we appreciate all
the support you give towards your child’s education.
Reminder to all 6th grade parents that our 6th grade
open house is coming up this next week on August 31st.
I am very proud of our 6th grade teachers for redesigning
how and when we organize our 6th grade open house
event. Kudos to our 6th grade teachers - they have
really been trying their best to make this evening the
most meaningful for our new families. For example, this
evening has been redesigned in an effort to ensure that
we are addressing more specifically what you as a new
parent may have questions about and then developing
informative sessions around certain focus topics.
Therefore, we can continue to foster good relationships
and better support our students and our parents as they
start this journey of middle school.

At Clay, we believe we can be GREAT, but that only happens
with the help and amazing support we receive from you
as our parents and school community. As a TEAM, we will
continue to work diligently to ensure our students and
staff feel empowered to achieve greatness by fostering a
strong partnership between our families and Clay Middle
School. Our current superintendent, Dr. Beresford has
encouraged that all of us as a district continue to strive
to get better each and every day (We are better together!).
This idea of becoming better little by little, day by day,

has been a platform here at Clay that has contributed to
our success. This element of our Clay culture focuses on the
student’s well-being as we look to educate the whole child.
When educating the whole child, we are intentional about
the social and emotional well-being of our students as well
as the academic element. We want each student to have
opportunities for growth, enrichment, and involvement at
Clay Middle School. Students are the most important part
of our school culture and we support and encourage them
to live out the Clay Way each and every day.

| am confident that as your child grows and matures
through their middle school years, the pride they will have
for Clay will grow as well if we build a solid foundation. As
your child becomes part of the Clay Nation and begins his or
her middle school experience, please know that GREATNESS
will be surrounding them. | believe in leadership focused on
collaboration, teamwork, and a sense of empowerment and
caring which leads to the development of strong student
leaders, as well as teacher leaders throughout our building.
Clay Middle School has a proven reputation of being
an outstanding school with a constant commitment to
exemplary education. Please remember that as parents you
are also an important part of our success as a school and |
would like to recognize your role as a parent and thank you
for all your hard work and effort to support them through
these transformative years.

| challenge all Clay Trojans to believe in your greatness
and together we will take Clay Middle School to even
greater heights. As principal, | believe it is my position to
help provide vision, leadership, oversight, safety, and the
best instruction to every student that attends Clay Middle
School. | truly realize that success cannot be accomplished
without an active school community to continue to take
Clay Middle School in the direction of continuous success
and excellence. | am happy to announce that the Clay
Nation is alive and well.

Reminder to follow us on Twitter @ClayTrojans
#ClayGreatness

GO TROJANS!

Sincerely,

Todd A. Crosby, Principal




UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES

AUGUST
AUESES - 5o tanesaod 6th Grade Open House 6:00-7:30 PM a
; ¥ D AYGESERORR'EMEMBER)
SEPTEMBER
September4......... Labor Day- No School October 16-20 ....... National School Bus Safety Week
September6......... Late Start October 16 .......... National Boss Day
September 14........ MLL Night 6-8 PM Octobbrd8ed.. & Late Start
September 15........ PTO Meeting 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM October20 .......... PTO Meeting
September 19........ Picture Retake Days October 215, s Lo Ghost & Goblins 5k/2k Run/Walk
September 20........ Late Start (CHS) 8:00 AM pre-race,
College Go Week Happens in September 9:00 AM Races start
OCTOBER 10/24/2023 .......... 8th Grade.Orchestra Festival at
y . the Palladium
October2-6.......... School Custodian & Maintenance Staff Week : x
3 October 24-28..... Red Ribbon Week Happens in
@ctoberis) " . 7th Grade Fall Choir Concert October
October3............ 6th Grade Fall Choir Concert 6:00-7:00 PM October 26 -t e ipinis 7th Grade Symphonic Band
@ctohbe3it NI 8th Grade Fall Choir Concert 6:45-7:45 PM Concert 6:00-7:00 PM
G etolisigdrs T e Late Start7:30-8:30 PM @ctober 26 L saits 7th Grade Orchestra Fall Concert
October6............ 1st Quarter Ends 6:00-7:00 PM
October9-13 ........ Fall Break October 26 .......... 7th Concert Band & 8th Wind

Ensemble Concert 7:30-8:30 PM

TAKE THAT REPORT CARD

Make your next report card the best yet!
Huntington has helped students K-12 improve their
grades, academic skills, and confidence since 1977,

‘ _ > | THE HUNTINGTON ADVANTAGE
Thorough academic evaluations
Proven programs tailored to each student’s needs

: , o Individualized instruction from highly qualified teachers
BEST REPORT CARD EVER
|~y = = TUTORING
i \ Reading - Writing - Math - Study Skills
Spelling - Vocabulary - Phonics

Algebra - Geometry - Trigonometry - Pre-Calculus
Calculus - Earth Science - Biology - Chemistry - Physics

Personalized Attention. Proven Results. TEST PREP

SAT - PSAT/NMSQT - ACT - Advanced Placement (AP)

State Tests - HSPT - ISEE - GED @
H

“The academic skills and education he has received cauld not have untington
been better, but, more impartantly, the increase in self-reliance, Carmel LEARNIHGmgGENTER

attitude, happiness and self-worth simply cannot be measured or 2440 E. 146th Street Carmel. 31 7-571 -8700

accurately described in words” - Mary J. IN 46033 .
www.huntingtonhelps.com/center/carmel

©2015 Huntington Mark, LLC. independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT s a registered trademark
of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities were involved in the production of, and do not endorse the
program.* Offer valid for Academic Evaluation or Tuition, new students only, Not valid with any other offer, HLC1849.1



http://HuntingtonHelps.com/center/carmel

CLAY
STUDENT
SERVICES

The goal of Clay's Student
Services Department is to
provide a comprehensive
developmental school
counseling program for our
middle school students. We
work to meet the academic,
social and emotional needs
of all students. We do this in
developmentally appropriate
ways that enable personal
growth and academic
success. Our efforts are a
part of a collaborative model
that includes our parents,
teachers, and administrators
in the process.

e v Radifice € i | . N
ONE FREE MONTH TRIAL CLASSES! Committed to Building...

*  Small class sizes, limit 10 Tomday

Conteoprary Ralle A, & Spontages $29) [
Beginaiog Tag, 5-5:Mpm
Contermprary Balle €, 5:30-7:30prs nges 121191

Twesday

Creative Masement, 1 pani e 151

Con ey Bt B, 4-Sgumiages 89-14)
Intermediate Tap, &5:Mpm

Comsmperey Bkl G 31t ® ’
Y ¥
NN - miles
- Contemperary ot A4y [ J
Thursday . . . . '
pls —— With special training

Contensparary Rallet 1, &-5pn
Intermediate Tap, &5:3pm
Contemparary Ballet €, £:30-7:Wpm

in craniofacial, surgical,

and special care
orthodontics, the team at
Hallmark Orthodontics

is committed to you!

BREATHE. STRETCH.
SHAKE. LET IT GO.

: -
g Complimentary Exam & Consultation!

B rhenax L RoAD Carmel & Shelbyville IN [H A |_ |_ M A R K] Noblesville & Elwood IN

YOGASIX.COMICARMEL 317-574-0612 317-773-5515

hallmarkorthodontics.com



http://www.radiancedance.org
http://hallmarkorthodontics.com
http://yogasix.com/carmel

MLL FAMILY
NIGHT

All MLL families are invited to
join us on September 14, 2023
from 6-8 pm for our annual MLL
Family Night.

More information and invitations
will be coming soon!

MLL NOCHE DE
FAMILIA

Todas las familias de habla hispana
estan invitadas el 14 de Septiembre
de 2023 de 6 a 8 pm. para nuestra
Noche Familiar de MLL.

iPronto habra mas informacién e
invitaciones!

If you receive a paper receipt, a quick
scan with the Box Tops app will identify
participating products and automatically
credit your school’s earnings online.

SCAN ME

Kroger donates annually to participating
organizations based on your
percentage of spending as it relates
ORGANIZATION # to the total spending associated with
RK877 all participating Kroger Community
Rewards organizations.

EYEGLASSES
CONTACT LENSES
RED EYES / INJURIES
DRY EYE

EYE DISEASES

EYE CARE

Dr. Angela Berghoff
Owner/Optometrist 630 3rd Ave. SW

o Carmel, IN 46032
Dr. Keith Miloshoff
Associate Optometrist 317-844-7474
Iomaneyecare.com

Hoffman Benefit Services, Inc P_%
I/ [ F]
Simplifying Health Care
If you are an employer with 20 or more

employees seeking employee benefits
like health insurance, give us a call.

We can help.
Providing quality benefit 2l Hoﬁ?anlai?l-: U, MSM
solutions for business E=sicen
owners for 20+ years (317) 863-2859

www.hbsionline.com

Brent T. Garrison, DDS, MSD
E Robert P. Alderman, DMD
Patrick S. Kelly, DDS
OMS| esa1100
www.neomsindy.com

Dental Implants ~ Oral Pathology
Bone Grafting Platelet Rich
Wisdom Teeth Plasma

Facial Trauma Exposure of
Extractions Impacted Teeth

9860 Westpoint Dr. #100
Indianapolis, IN 46256

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

715 WEST CARMEL DRIVE, SUITE 103
CARMEL INDIANA 46032
317 .844 .0022
CARMELDENTALGROUP.COM

Member
AMERICAN ACADEMY
OF COSMETIC DENTISTRY



http://lomaneyecare.com
http://www.hbsionline.com
http://carmeldentalgroup.com
http://www.neomsindy.com
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THE GREEN SCENE

~OTEC The Team Atlas Green Team is collecting gently used 7
A s athletic shoes to donate to the MORE Foundation Group
tARMEL ICE SKABIUM now through the end of August!
1040 3rd Ave. SW + Carmel, IN 46032 ) s % 4 :
’ carvn?enceskadi?,?;m This year, we are teaming with Carmel Middle and Creekside
n u 317-844-8889 E (%] to make an even greater impact!
Open Public Skate & €QSM/IC Skate There are just 3 easy steps to follow!

Parties & Groups Group Skate Classes Step 1.... Donate your gently used athletic shoes

* Birthday Party Packages (Ages 3 - Adult) biolae th e llecti b

* Private Parties & Ice Rental Hockey Leagues YA G I

* Field Trips & Fundraisers (youth and adult) across from the main office.

= Step 3.... Donating shoes keeps them out of landfills.
y R The proceeds from the shoes help the
s Ve&&el MORE Foundation plant thousands of
PEDIATRIC DENTAL SPECHUSTS LLC trees each year which offsets the carbon in
A i of qood dstal bl

Step2..... Once the boxes are full, they are
shipped for free!

the atmosphere and can help bring families
out of poverty.

A | ﬂ-u | \l—b

14555 Hazel Dell Parkway, Suite #100

Carmel, IN 46033 So p|ease””
317-816-1555 A :
weddellpediatricdental.com DONATE your athletic shoes today. All sizes are
needed!

Visit morefoundationgroup.org for more information!

R Y RS
— d 4 ; ! BDB J
Is your child realizing their potential in math? Results from the National Assessment of Educational Progress show an alarmmg
decline in math scores nationwide' — clear evidence of the toll the pandemic has taken on students. But there's plenty of time to turn things
around with personalized math instruction at Mathnasium. A customized learning plan will focus on what your child needs to improve their
math skills and build their confidence for the rest of the school year!  'Nationsl Assessment of Educational Progress

ot
Mathnasium of Carmel To‘:r';;aﬁzru: Y=
317-846-MATH (6284) * mathnasium.com/carmel FREE --'i:-
Located in front of Market District Assessment

&S

| Changing Lives Though, Mafhé'



morefoundationgroup.org
http://weddellpediatricdental.com
http://mathnasium.com/carmel
http://carmeliceskadium.com

Follow
Us!
3 @

CarmelClaySchools @myccs CarmelClaySchools

STUDENT
ICE CREAM
BAR

COMMUNITY LA U LISAN UM IS Y UESAY

WITH THE SUPPORT LERch =8
NIGHTS OF TROJAN S?':EF

FAMILIES,

APPRECIATION
WE RAISED $35,000 &

No more Your s help build a
detention stronger community.

OFF 2. WALL
L) sPORTs i
(317) 580-5900 | offthewallsporis.ne

Koto Japanese Steakhouse Register Now For High School Indoor Soccer Leagues!

Lo e e e Winter Session 1 runs from November to January
14490 Lowes Way | Carmel, IN 46033 e Winter Session 2 runs from January to March

(31 7) 575-5686 To ensure your spot in either session, register early! %
kotocarmel.com Located: 1423 Chase Court | Carmel, IN 46032 | offthewallsports.n



http://offthewallsports.net
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Social Studies BELIEVES in a great start with students, as
we dive into the past and make connections to the future.

Sixth grade Social Studies students will explore civic
duty, including rules and responsibilities. As the semester
progresses, students will INQUIRE about our Constitution,
reasons behind the creation and interpretation of and
how to participate in our city, state and country. Second
semester students will use INQUIRY to explore European
history from Ancient Greece to the Industrial Revolution
and Western hemisphere ancients, including: Aztec, Inca,
Maya and North American Indigenous groups.

Seventh grade Social Studies students will focus on the
Eastern Hemisphere, where 85% of the world’s population

WL
£

CATHERINE MICHAEL
Managing Partner
SELECTED TO SUPER LAWYERS

ERIN CONNELL
Managing Partner

SELECTED TO SUPER LAWYERS

lives. The students will explore the culture, religion,
geography, and history of the Eastern Hemisphere.
Students will begin with an introduction to geography and
continue with the ancient empires of Mesopotamia. Then
the students will continue to INQUIRE about the continents
of Africa and Asia, where they will learn about the peoples,
cultures, and challenges these countries face.

Eighth grade Social Studies students will dive into history
this year by starting with migration and geography of North
America and ending the year with the Civil War era. We will
move through seven units and incorporate INQUIRY as a
way for students to explore America’s past while making
connections to our present.

Connell Michael Kerr, LLP is a full service family law firm
dedicated to serving our clients with zealous advocacy and
compassion. We assist clients in a variety of family law
matters including prenuptial and postnuptial agreements,
divorce, child support and custody disputes, property
division, surrogacy and reproductive law, as well as personal
injury and education law matters. Our dedicated team of
attorneys is focused on providing clients outstanding
advocacy and comprehensive legal advice even in the most
complex circumstances. Conveniently located in Carmel, our
family law office serves clients throughout central Indiana.

o

CONNELL MICHAEL KERR, LLP

J B & N

Your Family is our Priority.

CONNELL MICHAEL KERR, LLP | 550 CONGRESSIONAL BLVD. | SUITE 115 | CARMEL, IN 46032

PH: (317) 343-4482 | FX: (317) 348-2916 | cmklawfirm.com



http://cmklawfirm.com

CLAY
MIDDLE SCHOOL

CHAMPIONS OF CLAY

The Champions of Clay Annual Donation Campaign is the ONLY PTO fundraiser
for the entire school year. The funds raised help enrich every child’s education and
100% of the funds stay at Clay to support the school.

Because of the amazing generosity of the Clay Community we were able to hit
our big goal of $35,000 last year! We are hoping to do it again! To do so, we
are asking for a minimum donation of $50/student to make that happen! All
donations are tax deductible.

At 75% our own Mr. Crosby will be taking pies in the face during all of the lunch
periods and at 100% we will provide a fun treat for all students in Core Plus.

DONATE ONE OF THREE WAYS:

1. Donate online here

2. **NEW**Text GIVECLAY to 44-321 (Credit Card, Apple Pay, and ACH (check/
debit) are accepted!)

3. Send a check into the school office written out to Clay Middle School PTO and
marked for the pledge drive.

We also accept employee matching, if your employer matches donations to
schools, as well as financial gifts from extended family members.

CHAMPI ¥ NS OF CLAY

HELP US GET TO 50%
TODAY!

HELP US REACH OUR GOAL
OF $35.000 BY DONATING
TODAY!

@CLAY MIDDLE SCHOOL

tmage36'0)

aphics > Signage > Displa

317.222.5665

WALL MURALS FEATHER FLAGS  VINYL DECALS
EVENT DISPLAYS BANNERS POSTERS
YARD SIGNS MAGNETS

VEHICLE GRAPHICS

9541 Valparaiso Court, Indianapolis, IN 46268
info@image360indynw.com
www.image360indynw.com

A Dental Connection
to Overall Health.

(It’s deeper than you might think)

We offer a range of services across
five areas of dentistry:
Family Dentistry
Cosmetic Dentistry
Restorative Dentistry

o ‘“"#% Children’s Dentistry

Orthodontics

I'm Dr. Wayne Kinney,
and | have
a different idea.

pHONE 317-810- 1213- -
CALL OR FAX 317-504-4913

. 819 West Carmel Dr.
rmel, IN 46032


http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/nn7mM3Uu3WepbW2UEqQupw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRmx22DP0TXaHR0cDovL3RyYWNrLnNwZS5zY2hvb2xtZXNzZW5nZXIuY29tL2YvYS9mRFRNd0tkdDNtS1o5ZmtKVXh3UFpRfn4vQUFBQUFRQX4vUmdSbXBXQ0RQMFF0YUhSMGNITTZMeTkzZDNjdVkyTnpMbXN4TWk1cGJpNTFjeTl3ZEc4dFkyeHRMMloxYm1SeVlXbHphVzVuVndkelkyaHZiMnh0UWdwa3RnTXR4R1NvcFFGdFVoWnFjR3hsZEdOb1pVQmpZM011YXpFeUxtbHVMblZ6V0FRQUFBQUJXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmTbAzrmZHQGdYNSFmhtYWNoZW1lQGNjcy5rMTIuaW4udXNYBAAAAAE~
http://keystonedentistry.com
http://www.mihaciendacarmel.com
http://www.image360indynw.com

CRU

Cru meetings @ Clay

Thursdays
7:30am - LGI

Join us this year!

Student Bible Study & 4 week Parent Boot Camp
Mondays - 6:45-8pm - Christ Community Church
September 11, 18, 25 & October 2

Student Bible Study 4 week Parent Boot
Fall dates Camp topics:
Mondays - 6:45-8pm Week 1(9/11) - Parenting Fundamentals
Location - TBD Week 2 (9/18) - Parents with Teenagers -
September 11, 18, 25 Stop Doing This!
October 2, 16, 30 Week 3 (9/25) - Social Media and Your
November 13, 27 Teenager
December 11 Week 4 (10/2) - Helping Your Teenager

Get Beyond Anxiety
Also, in week 4, a Cru representative will
share how you can experience freedom in

. 1 )
Events Thls Fa"' Christ! /Presented by Jim White
. Jim White i her, h and
9/14 - 100 foot Banana Split founder of the Family Enrichment
Academy. He has been married for
Q/27 - See You at the Pole 40 years and has 6 children as well
as 13 grandchildren. His background
11/4 - Barn Party
11/16 - Turkey Bowling
12/9 - Christmas Party

as a family enrichment coach and life
experience provide a unique
perspective on parenthood. His book
How to Be the Parent Your Teenager
Needs You to Be is his second book
on parenting. =

FAMILY ENRICHMENT

Scan for more info & to register

For more information, contact carolyn.wileyecru.org

Highest Quality INDIANA WELLNESS

\_.
. Orthodontics [\ﬁ‘j -
dZﬁ?(Cl%l for Children, K_/ COLLEGE
\ Teens, and
ﬁmm Adults Treat Yourself! Book a Treatment Today!

Come get pampered at our Esthetics Clinic:
Your skin will thank you!

Call to Book: 317.376.8640

(317)846-4446
You and Your Family Deserve
One-on-One Attention and

Individualized Smile Plans kw—‘
Qur Address

10585 N Meridian St, Ste 102
Camml IN 46290

8902 N. Meridian St.
Suite 137 | Indianapolis

Kuzmicortho.com

B2
Scan for hours,

troatments, !
& disclosures ww IndianaWellnessCol \]g,g edu
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CLAY ATHLETICS

For more information, please go to:
https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/clm/athletics

Education
Advocacy
Student Success

dii

Dyslexia Institute 3172226635
of Indiana diin.org

SERVICES: Dyslexia Testing, Tutoring, Educator
Training and Camp Delafield



https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/clm/athletics
http://diin.org
http://www.IndianaWellnessCollege.edu
http://kuzmicortho.com

E N Ro L L online or classroom
N OW ! use c%%l:)rgsscode:
Online Course drive2023

Behind the Wheel Training
Lots of open drive times available.

;‘ Schedule online today!

CARMEL.ROADSTARDRIVING.COM fl= = = = = = = =]

ONLINE REGISTRATION AND SCHEDULING ARE NOW AVAILABLE | argest drivers education school in Indiana

317-366-8497 1033 West Main Street | Carmel, IN 46033 | carmel@roadstardriving.com

METHOD
SALON

BEAUTY + BOUTIQUE

il 3
317-660-1717
Ask about our student discount days!

1200 WEST CARMEL DRIVE
CARMEL, IN 46032

iy Ci.
Sunday et i
October 22

4:00 pm

Magic Key

. [
PEDCOR @ ey


http://carmel.roadstardriving.com
http://www.methodsalon.com
http://carmelsymphony.org
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