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ADMINISTRATION

Dear Clay Nation,

It is hard to believe that Thanksgiving is quickly 
approaching and we are well underway in 2nd 
quarter. As we reflect over the first four months 
of school, we really have had a wonderful start to 
this school year.

As I walk the hallways and talk with students and 
staff, I do not have to look very far to see so many 
of our students and staff doing amazing things for 
each other. I truly see the Clay Way being lived out.

Be Respectful

Be Responsible

Be Ready to Learn

Be Full of Pride

Clay GREATNESS

Carmel Veterans Day Essay Contest Winners
For example, I would like to take moment to recognize 
all of our veterans and the sacrifices they made to our 
country. This month we take time to recognize our 
veterans at our annual Carmel Veterans Day Program. 

On Thursday November 10th, 2022 at Noon at the 
Tarkington Theater located in Three Center Green 
in Carmel, Indiana two of our own Clay Trojans have 
been selected from all middle schools and Carmel 
High School students across the entire school district 
to read their essays. Awesome job to Clay 7th 
grader, Reid McKay and 8th grader Ash Jachnik 
on being selected as grand prize winners for the 
Carmel Veterans Day Essay Contest. We are looking 
forward to honoring our veterans and their families 
on November 10th. We are so proud of you both!

Clay PTO is amazing!
As an entire Clay Nation, we are so fortunate to have 
great parental involvement and support and for 
that reason, Clay Middle School was able to meet 
its fundraising goals for the 2022-2023 school year. 
As principal of Clay Middle School, I speak on behalf 
of our entire administrative team and teaching 
staff when I say thank you. Please know we cannot 
begin to thank you enough for your time, effort, 

...continued on the next page
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volunteerism and contributions to Clay Middle School. 
We are looking forward to all the ways these generous 
PTO contributions help to offer and support new 
opportunities to our students and staff with various 
classroom activities and lessons.

Clay Performing Arts Concerts
Throughout the months of October and November, we 
have experienced some incredible concerts by our 6th, 7th 
and 8th grade bands, choirs and orchestras. The time and 
dedication that our students put into their performances 
under the leadership of Mr. Frizzi, Mrs. Pote, Mr. Grifa and 
Mrs. Susie does not go unnoticed or unrecognized. (We 
appreciate all of you for the work you do!)

2022 Ghosts and Goblins Spirit Award
Congratulations to Clay Middle School on winning 
the 2021 Ghosts and Goblins 5K/2K run and walk 
participation award for an unprecedented 11th 
straight year. Clay Middle receives this award by having 
the highest number of participants among all three of 
our middle schools. This is an unprecedented run by 
Clay that we have been able to achieve only because 
of our awesome families, students and staff that make 
up the Clay Nation. Thank you to Carmel Education 
Foundation for hosting this incredible community 
wide event. Clay Nation Domination!

Clay Athletics
A huge thank you goes out to our Fall athletic coaches 
- football, cross country, volleyball, cheerleading and 
tennis. The Clay Way was always on display when our 
student athletes competed and I could not be prouder 
of our athletes and coaches for representing Clay at the 
highest level. Best of luck to all of our winter sports that 
are now underway. If you have not had an opportunity 
to come out and see our Clay Trojan athletic teams in 
action, I encourage you to attend any of our winter 
sports events. ONWARD TO VICTORY CLAY!

2022 Fall Musical (Seussical)
Clay Middle School will be putting on Seussical as our fall 
musical for our community. As we typically do, we will have 
a Thursday night understudy show and finishing with our 
final shows on Friday 
and Saturday nights. 
The amount of support 
from our Clay families 
for this musical has 

been unbelievable and we want to thank you for all your help and 
assistance to pull this musical of for our Clay community.

Clay Spell Bowl Team
Congratulations to our Clay Spell Bowl Team on receiving a 
3rd place finish in the 2022 Hamilton County competition to 
advance to the state level competition at Purdue University this 
coming weekend November 12th, 2022. Great job to our Clay 
team and a special thanks goes out to Mrs. Smiley and Ryan 
Snyder for all of their leadership. GOOD LUCK AT STATE!

Clay Book Fair
Clay’s 2022 Book Fair started Monday November 7 and will 
extend through November 11th. A great deal of time and effort 
goes into this event and a special thank you goes out to Mrs. 
Swartzendruber, our Clay media center specialist and Mrs. Carole 
FitzGerald for all their organization. A big thank you also goes to 
any of our parent volunteers that helped to make this year’s book 
fair a big success and to any student / family that purchased items 
at the book fair and continue to promote the love for reading.

Carmel High School Marching Band
Congratulations to two of our middle school students (Aeden 
Kreke and Mason Gren) for their ISSMA State Marching Band 
Championship performance on Saturday November 5th, 2022 
with the Carmel Marching Greyhounds. Congratulations to 
both of these middle school students on being part of the 2022 
Carmel Greyhound Marching Band National Championship run. 
On Saturday November 12th, the Greyhounds won the National 
Competition at Lucas Oil Stadium.

I challenge all Clay Trojans to not wait to be GREAT – seize 
opportunities as they present themselves and together, we will 
take Clay Middle School to even greater heights if we continue 
to work together. As principal, I believe it is my position to 
help provide vision, leadership, oversight, safety and the best 
instruction to every student that attends Clay Middle School. 
I truly realize that success cannot be accomplished without 
an active school community to continue to take Clay Middle 
School in the direction of continuous success and excellence. 
I am happy to announce that the Clay Nation is alive and well.

I hope everyone has a restful and relaxing upcoming 
Thanksgiving break.

Reminder to follow us on Twitter   @ClayTrojans  #ClayGreatness
GO TROJANS!

Sincerely,

Todd A. Crosby, Principal
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IMPORTANT DATES
NOVEMBER
November 16. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Education Support Professionals Day
November 16, 2022. . . . . . . . . . .            Late Start
November 17, 2022. . . . . . . . . . .            Musical Performance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          7:00 PM
November 18, 2002. . . . . . . . . . .            Musical Performance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          7:00 PM
November 18, 2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     PTO Meeting
November 19, 2022. . . . . . . . . . .            Musical Performance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      2 PM & 7 PM
November 23-25. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                  Thanksgiving Break
November 30, 2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                        Late Start
November 30, 2022. . . . . . . . . . .            6th Grade Band Debut Concert	��������������������������������6:15 PM
November 30, 2022. . . . . . . . . . .            �6th Grade Beginning Orchestra Debut Concert	 7:30 PM
DECEMBER
December 9, 2022. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       PTO Meeting
December 13, 2022 . . . . . . . . . . .            �7th & 8th Grade Orchestra Winter Concert	 7:00 PM
December 15, 2022 . . . . . . . . . . .            7th Grade Choir Winter Concert	��������������������������������6:00 PM
December 15, 2022 . . . . . . . . . . .            6th Grade Choir Winter Concert	��������������������������������6:30 PM
December 15, 2022 . . . . . . . . . . .            8th Grade Choir Winter Concert	��������������������������������7:30 PM
December 16, 2022 . . . . . . . . . . .            End of 2nd Quarter/End of Semester
Dec. 19 to January 4, 2023. . . . .      Winter Break
	 Have a great holiday break everyone!

CLAY  
SHOUT OUT!

Congratulations to Clay’s Social 
Worker Mrs. Britney Coats on 
being named as Indiana’s 2022 
Social Worker Runner Up of the 
Year. We are so proud of you 
Britney and grateful for all you 
do for Clay.

Much of the hard work that is done in 
Student Service is done so behind the 
scene and can often go unnoticed. 
It is so great to see the work Britney 
does for our school and district, 
advocating and empowering our 
students and families, highlighted in 
this way. Way to go Britney!

Personalized Attention. Proven Results. 

 

http://HuntingtonHelps.com/center/carmel
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SEUSSICAL, JR!
Get your tickets for this year’s school musical, Seussical, Jr! Tickets go on sale 
November 2!

THE GREEN SCENE
7th grade students have teamed with 
Rubicon to take part in their Trick-or-
Trash Halloween Wrapper Recycling 
Campaign. Students are encouraged to 
place their used candy wrappers in the 
collection box rather than throw them 
away in the trash.

Once the box is full, it will be sent to 
Rubicon where they will process and 
recycle the wrappers.

Collection runs from October 24th 
through November 4th.

We will have 4 performances.

Understudy Cast:  
Thursday, Nov 17 at 7PM.  

Purchase tickets HERE

Primary Cast:  
Friday, Nov 18 at 7PM.  
Purchase tickets HERE

Understudy Cast:  
Saturday, Nov 19 at 2PM.  

Purchase tickets HERE

Primary Cast:  
Saturday, Nov 19 at 7PM.  

Purchase tickets HERE

All Performances will be In-Person.
Tickets are $5 each

Tickets can be purchased online or at 
the door. Students can also purchase 

tickets at lunch starting Nov 14.

We hope to see you  
and your family there!

https://www.showtix4u.com/event-details/68473
https://www.showtix4u.com/event-details/68474
https://www.showtix4u.com/event-details/68475
https://www.showtix4u.com/event-details/68476
http://www.cartwrightcounseling.com
http://lomaneyecare.com
http://hallmarkorthodontics.com
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
Andrew Lee, is in 7th grade at Carmel Clay Middle School 
in Carmel, IN. He began his piano studies at 8 years old and 
studies under Dr. Robert Palmer. Andrew has participated 
in various recitals and has received numerous prizes in 
statewide, national and international competitions such 
as the Steinway Junior Piano Competition, International 
Grande Music Competition, Franz Liszt Center 
International Piano Competition, World Piano Teachers 
Association International Piano Competition, Carmel 
Klavier International Piano Competition and many 
more. Andrew has performed in venues including the 
Palladium, Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall, Merkin Hall 
in New York, Saal Mozarteum in Salzburg, Austria and 
Kleine Zaal Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, Netherlands. 
In addition to piano, Andrew plays the clarinet, enjoys 
creating mazes and loves playing with his dog Dobby.

Over this past weekend, Andrew participated in the 
MTNA (Music Teachers National Association) Performing 
Competition that was held at Ball State University, and 
became the state winner of the Junior Division (Piano). 
As a state winner he will be moving on to the Divisional 
round scheduled in December.

FROM THE CLINIC
On October 18th Clay Middle School conducted vision screenings for 
the 8th grade students with the help of the Zionsville Lions Club. If your 
student was absent that day, the nurse will screen them at a later time. Students who 
did not pass with 20/30 vision or better will receive a referral letter soon regarding 
vision testing. A special thanks to the following PTO members for their help:

Liz Moore

Becca Rae

Jessica Chang

Stacie Orahood
Stay healthy!
-Nurse Julie Dickson

317.222.5665

9541 Valparaiso Court, Indianapolis, IN  46268
info@image360indynw.com

www.image360indynw.com

WALL MURALS
EVENT DISPLAYS

VEHICLE GRAPHICS

FEATHER FLAGS
BANNERS

YARD SIGNS

VINYL DECALS
POSTERS
MAGNETS

http://clubpilates.com
http://www.image360indynw.com
mailto:info@image360indynw.com
www.image360indynw.com
http://offthewallsports.net
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VETERAN’S DAY ESSAY CONTEST
Social Studies students had the opportunity to honor all Veterans in the annual City 
of Carmel Veteran's essay contest. Sixth through Eighth grade students submitted 
three-hundred-word essays on the theme "Saluting Heroes".

The essayists' work was judged by local veterans and a winner (at each grade level) 
will have the honor of reading their essay out loud to all in attendance at the City of 
Carmel Veteran's ceremony on Thursday, November 10th.

Classroom winners included the following:
Anderson (Justice) - Henry P, Aaron R, Piper B, Austin Y, and Jordyn O
McGuckin (Avengers) - Anna W, Lauren M, Lita P, Andy C, and Penny T
Myers (Titans) - Karis L, Alex B, Kinsley M, Lena A, and Mira S
Patane (Apollo) - Ashlyn M, Madison B, Aby S, Joel J, and Phillip S
R Snyder (Poseidon) - Story H, Camryn L, Colin P, Rodion Z, and Reid M
Stewart (Atlas) - Isabelle D, Anabelle D, Annabell G, Halina P, and Ella S
Carr (Revolutionaries) - Ellie P, Shreya K, Shambavi M, Sheldon S, Charlotte M, and Chhavi C
Gafkjen (Legends) - Charlotte H, Maaike M, Patrick VH, Reagan F, and Matthew G
Giles (Visionaries) - Ash J, Ella K, Vaishu P, and Malia L
Wasemann (Visionaries) - Emily O, Hailey O, Rebecca L, and Emma N

Congratulations to all students and special congratulations to seventh 
grader, Reid McKay (Team Poseidon) and eighth grader, Ash Jacknik (Team 
Visionaries) for being selected as this year's winning essayists! Both students will 
have the honor of reading their work to Veterans in attendance on November 10th 
at the Tarkington. Both Reid and Ash will be awarded certificates and $100 for 
their accomplishments. Way to shine, Trojans!

COSTUME CONTEST 
RESULTS

Ghosts and Goblins Run  
1st Place Costume Contest Winner:  

Nicholas Anderson

PHONE 317-810-1219
CALL OR FAX 317-564-4913

819 West Carmel Dr.
Carmel, IN 46032

http://www.neomsindy.com
http://mathnasium.com/carmel
http://www.mihaciendacarmel.com
http://www.hbsionline.com
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OF INDIANA
“Everywhere we look, there are species damaging 
our natural ecosystems both now, and as we look 
into the future.” 6th grade science students at Clay 
were tasked with coming up with creative solutions 
for solving these ecological problems. Students 
presented to members of the scientific community 
who are on the front lines of Indiana’s invasive species problems. Members of this 
professional audience included scientists from the following institutions: Indiana 
DNR (Department of Natural Resources), Purdue University, Indiana-Illinois Sea Grant, 
Carmel Clay Parks and Recreation, INDOT (Indiana Department of Transportation), 
SICIM (Southern Indiana Cooperative Invasives Management), HIP (Hamilton Co. 
Invasives Partnership), Hamilton Soil and Water Conservation District, and NRCS / 
USDA (National Resources Conservation Service).

6TH GRADE SCIENCE  
STUDENTS FIGHTING 
INVASIVE SPECIES  

http://www.vetcheckpucc.com
http://kotocarmel.com
http://www.bubsburgers.com
http://keystonedentistry.com


8
FINDING THE POWER OF OUR   OUR STUDENTS... OUR PARENTS... AND OUR COMMUNITY

Why Wait to be Great?Why Wait to be Great?

WE ARE HIRING

CONNELL MICHAEL KERR, LLP |  550 CONGRESSIONAL BLVD. | SUITE 115 | CARMEL, IN 46032
PH: (317) 343-4482 | FX: (317) 348-2916 | cmklawfi rm.com

ERIN CONNELL 
 Managing Partner

SE LECTED TO SUPER LAWYERS

CATHERINE MICHAEL 
Managing Partner

SE LECTED TO SUPER LAWYERS

Connell Michael Kerr, LLP is a full service family law firm 
dedicated to serving our clients with zealous advocacy and 
compassion. We assist clients in a variety of family law 
matters including prenuptial and postnuptial agreements, 
divorce, child support and custody disputes, property 
division, surrogacy and reproductive law, as well as personal 
injury and education law matters. Our dedicated team of 
attorneys is focused on providing clients outstanding 
advocacy and comprehensive legal advice even in the most 
complex circumstances. Conveniently located in Carmel, our 
family law office serves clients throughout central Indiana.

http://cmklawfirm.com
http://carmelsymphony.org


9

MATHCOUNTS
Attention all 6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Students!
MATHCOUNTS Meeting Dates
First Semester Schedule
Tuesday, November 8 – 7:30am in LGI
Tuesday, November 15 – 7:30am in LGI
***No meeting November 22 due to Thanksgiving!
Tuesday, November 29 – 7:30am in LGI
Tuesday, December 6 – 7:30am in Media Center
Tuesday, December 13 – 3:30-5:00pm School Competition in Media Center

There is not a strict attendance policy first semester and all are welcome. Starting 
Tuesday, NOVEMBER. 1, enter the building through DOOR 1 only (main entrance) 
no earlier than 7:30am but no later than 7:40am and Mrs. Arnold or Mrs. Grace will 
let students into the building. After 7:40am, students take the chance of not being let 
into the building until regularly scheduled entry. If a student misses a meeting and 
would like the practice sheets, they may see Mrs. Grace in room 622. Bring a pencil and 
calculator to meetings. See Mrs. Grace (room 622) or Mrs. Arnold (room 721) for the 
materials if you cannot attend a meeting.

We will have the school competition on Tuesday, December 13 after school 
from 3:30-5:00 and that will be mandatory. The top 12 competitors will continue 
on with MathCounts practice and competitions during semester 2.

LOST AND FOUND
Reminder to have your child please check lost 
and found outside the cafeteria area. We currently 
have a large amount of clothes, water bottles, 
and even library books that need to be claimed. 
The holiday seasons are coming up quickly and 
if we still have these items left when we leave for 
Thanksgiving Break at the end of November, they 

will be donated to local charities as we have done in the past. There are so many 
wonderful community programs that help to support families who may be in need. 
Any lost and found left at school on the last day leading up to Thanksgiving 
break will be donated.

11503 SPRING MILL ROAD 
SUITE  700 • CARMEL
TEXT OR CALL 317.771.6049 
YOGASIX.COM/CARMEL

CARMEL

BREATHE. STRETCH. 
SHAKE.  LET IT GO.

FIRST WEEK FOR $26!

http://CarmelIndianapolisPediatricDentists.com
http://carmeliceskadium.com
http://www.IndianaWellnessCollege.edu
http://yogasix.com/carmel
http://atistage.org
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FROM THE PTO
Order your holiday gifts at the Clay Middle School Winter 2022 
Store, open online now until November 23rd! We also have CHS 
Greyhound gear for your rising freshman. We will be sending 
all orders home via backpack mail before winter break: https://
claywinter22.itemorder.com/shop/home/.

We could use some additional food donations for our Tuesday 
Treats (monthly teacher appreciation)! Sign up here: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/508084eaba92fa4fc1-clay1

Submit your Kroger receipts for a chance to win a $50 gift card!

https://claywinter22.itemorder.com/shop/home
https://claywinter22.itemorder.com/shop/home
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084eaba92fa4fc1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084eaba92fa4fc1
http://www.soldindiana.com
http://carmel.roadstardriving.com
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WAYS TO BENEFIT CLAY
FREE and EASY way to raise money for our school: By signing 
up with the following link, Kroger will donate a portion of your 
shopping trips (when you use your Kroger Rewards card) directly 
to Clay Middle.

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow

School code is #RK877 for 'Clay Middle School'.  Sign up now!

Clay Middle participates in AmazonSmile donation program! A por-
tion of your purchases will be directly donated back to Clay Middle 
at no cost to you. Please click on the unique link below to be taken to 
smile.amazon.comwhere you will be automatically asked to support 
"Clay Middle School PTO". Our unique charity link is: https://smile.am-
azon.com/ch/23-7374823/.

SUPPORTING YOUR MIDDLE GRADER

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
smile.amazon.comwhere
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23
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MLL FAMILY NIGHT
Clay hosted a special evening for the families of our multi-language learners on November 8th.  The evening began with dinner 
in our cafeteria and opening remarks offered in both English and Spanish by Mrs. Gahl, assistant principal.

During the event, families were provided a translator and had opportunities to learn about community resources available to 
them.  Clay staff also led workshops on our educational platforms- Canvas and PowerSchool.  Members of our MLL team of 
support at Clay, along with district coordinator Mrs. Betsy Howard, also facilitated a session for parents to explain the WIDA 
ACCESS test and scoring—a test that is used to rate an MLL’s English proficiency. 

While parents and guardians were attending 
informational sessions, MLL students and siblings 
enjoyed a photo booth, decorated frames for their 
pictures, played games with peers, and visited stations 
showcasing the variety of elective classes available to 
them at Clay Middle School. 

At the close of the evening, families returned to the 
cafeteria for a raffle, sponsored by the Clay PTO. Raffle 
giveaways included experiences at Birdie’s Miniature 
Golf, Pinheads Bowling, Carmel Ice Stadium, FLIX movie 
theater, and Urban Air Trampoline Park.  The PTO also 
raffled off six baskets with all a family would need to 
have a fun game night together!

Clay Middle School recognizes the importance of 
connecting with our MLL families and are grateful for all 
of the support from our community as we continue to 
foster relationships.

Thanks to all families who joined us for a wonderful family night!
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