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I hope everyone is enjoying a restful and relaxing 
Fall Break! As we have reached the end of the first 
quarter, I feel we have gotten off to a great start. As 
mentioned in last month’s newsletter, “Believe in 
Your Greatness” is our school theme for the 2023-
2024 school year and during this first quarter of 
school our students, staff, and parent volunteers 
have been working very hard to ensure that Clay’s 
greatness is shared. GREAT JOB EVERYONE!

We have witnessed greatness both inside and 
outside of the classroom from both our students and 
staff during this first quarter. As we strive to be the 
best middle school not only in Indiana, but across 
the country, it is through our constant reflection 
that we continue to get better and grow together as 
a school community. I am very pleased to see staff 
members collaborating with each other on ways to 
differentiate lessons so that we challenge all of our 
students at the highest level to excel, while reaching 
our students that may be struggling as well. Our new 
staff members are doing an amazing job as they 
seek support from their colleagues and our school 

administration. They come each and every day with 
a growth mindset and look to help our students, and 
most importantly care for our students. This year we 
have started a Clay New Teacher Academy that is 
facilitated by existing Clay teachers helping our new 
staff members with support and mentorship. These 
supports in addition to our department chairpersons, 
team leaders and our Clay administrative team, we 
believe will help to retain our teachers and make them 
feel supported as they enter the teaching profession.

I was recently interviewed by one of our student 
editors and they asked me what I felt was one of 
the most important things any school needs. I 
immediately responded “an identity, a solid school 
culture where the focus is on PEOPLE”. Clay students 
are showing leadership and seeking out the 
opportunities for growth, enrichment, and most of all 
based on this example appear to be taking an even 
more active role at Clay Middle School to “Believe in 
Their Greatness”. The Clay Way, which includes “Be 
Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Ready to Learn, Be 
Full of Pride” are the four pillars leading to a positive 
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culture at Clay Middle School. Clay Middle School has a 
proven reputation of being an outstanding school with a 
constant commitment to exemplary education. We are all 
responsible for fostering a growth mindset in our young 
people and young leaders. We are collectively responsible 
for challenging them to be the best version of who they 
can be. I feel very strongly that when your son or daughter 
shares their greatness with others, we all grow. As I always 
try to mention each month… HOW we do our jobs is just 
as important as WHAT we do in our jobs daily to make a 
difference in the lives of our students, our staff, and our 
greater Carmel community.

Since coming back to school in August I am so happy to 
see so many of our students helping each other and living 
out the Clay Way. I have really enjoyed the energy our 
students bring to school each day and the enthusiasm 
they have for learning. So, I want to thank you as parents 
for your support in ensuring that your child(s) are ready to 
learn each and every day. Please know that your effort does 
not go unnoticed or unrecognized (WE APPRECIATE YOU!)

As I have always stated to you as principal of Clay Middle 
School, I believe it is my position to help provide vision, 
leadership, oversight, safety, and the best instruction 
to every student that attends Clay Middle School. As 
principal, I am reminded almost daily that success cannot 
be accomplished without an active school community 
to continue to take Clay Middle School in the direction of 
continuous success and excellence. I thank you very much 
for all of your support!

CLAY HIGHLIGHTS
Sports Updates – As our Fall sports season starts to wrap up, 
we would once again like to thank the athletes and coaches 
who worked hard throughout the fall season. Your time and 
efforts are very much appreciated. Congratulations to our 
tennis, football, volleyball, cross country, and cheerleading 
squads as they are concluding or have concluded their Fall 
sports seasons. Thank you for always representing Clay 
Middle School with great sportsmanship. THE CLAY WAY!!

Onward to Victory Clay!!
Clay PTO – Thank you to everyone that has donated to our 
2023 -2024 Champions of Clay fundraiser. As we near the 
end of our fundraising efforts, we have reached over 
90% of our goal, but we are about $4,000 short of our 

original goal. If you are one of the families at Clay that 
have not given to our school fundraiser, we would ask 
that you please consider helping us achieve our goal so 
we can provide so many varied opportunities to both our 
students and teachers. Every donation and contribution 
counts, and go right back into our school. We really appreciate 
all of your support. Thank you to our Clay PTO for all you for do 
the Clay Nation. From the volunteers who come in and help 
in our lunch room to the treats provided on Tuesday Treats 
to the help provided when we have field trips and events at 
school. I think we can all agree we are very lucky at Clay to 
have such a supportive PTO. You all are truly awesome!!

Clay MLL Family Night - Clay hosted a special evening for 
the families of our multi-language learners on September 
14th, 2023. The evening began with dinner in our cafeteria 
and opening remarks offered in both English and Spanish 
by Mrs. Gahl, assistant principal. During the event, families 
were provided a translator and had opportunities to learn 
about community resources available to them. Clay staff 
also led workshops on our educational platforms- Canvas 
and PowerSchool. Members of our MLL team of support at 
Clay, along with district coordinator Mrs. Betsy Howard, also 
facilitated a session for parents to explain the WIDA ACCESS 
test and scoring—a test that is used to rate an MLL’s English 
proficiency. While parents and guardians were attending 
informational sessions, MLL students and siblings enjoyed a 
time to play games with peers and visit stations showcasing 
the variety of elective classes available to them at Clay Middle 
School. At the close of the evening, families returned to 
the cafeteria for a raffle, sponsored by the Clay PTO. Raffle 
giveaways included experiences at Birdie’s Miniature Golf, 
Pinheads Bowling, Carmel Ice Stadium, FLIX movie theater, and 
Urban Air Trampoline Park. The PTO also raffled off six baskets 
with all a family would need to have a fun game night together!
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Clay Middle School recognizes the importance of connecting with our MLL 
families and are grateful for all of the support from our community as we 
continue to foster relationships.

Clay Fall Musical – This year Clay’s Fall Musical will be Legally Blonde Jr. Our 
performance dates are Friday November 16th and Saturday November 17th 
at 7:00 p.m. There will also be dress rehearsal for under-study performances 
on Thursday November 15th at 7 p.m.

Tickets will go on sale after Fall Break.

As parents / guardians of Clay students, you are 
an important part of our success as a school 
and we would like to recognize all your hard 
work and effort in placing a high importance 
level on your child’s education.

I am happy to announce that the Clay Nation is alive and well.

I would like to challenge all Clay Trojans to continue to “Believe in Your 
Greatness” and together we will take the Clay Nation to even greater 
heights. Your continued support is appreiated and recognized.

Reminder to follow us on Twitter @ClayTrojans #ClayGreatness

GO TROJANS!

Sincerely,

Todd A. Crosby
Principal

Personalized Attention. Proven Results. 

 

http://HuntingtonHelps.com/center/carmel
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THE GREEN 
SCENE

OUR ANNUAL SHOE DRIVE  
WAS A HUGE SUCCESS!

Our school was able to fill two boxes 
with over 100 pairs of gently used 
athletic shoes. The shoes have been 
shipped and the proceeds will go to the 
M.O.R.E Foundation Group to support 
their reforestation efforts.

Thanks to all who donated!

STUDENT SERVICES
Clay Middle School Student Services Department 
promotes the academic, social, emotional, and 
career development of all students. Our Student 
Services staff serve as advocates for students while 
collaborating with parents, staff, and the community 
to assist students in reaching their full potential. Each 
student has a school counselor and school social 
worker assigned to them.

2023-2024 Student Services Staff

►Holly Baker-Banninga
Administrative Assistant

►Kymberle Roberts
School Psychologist

►LeeAnn Wischmeyer

►Michelle Janson
Counselors
All 6th Grade
8th Grade Teams 8-1, 8-2

►Erin Naas
Counselor
All 7th Grade
8th Grade Team 8-3

►Gina Potter, MSW
Social Worker
All 6th Grade
8th Grade Teams 8-1, 8-2

►Britney Coats, MSW
 Social Worker
All 7th Grade
8th Grade Team 8-3

NEW 
FAMILIES

If you have not 
submitted your two 
proofs of residency 

(1. A purchase 
agreement, closing 
documents, deed, 
lease, mortgage 

document, property 
tax statement, AND 
2. A gas or electric 

utility bill-other 
utilities are not 

accepted) please 
bring in a current 

copy to the office or 
scan and email Holly 

Baker Banninga at 
hbakerba@ccs.k12.

in.us.

11503 SPRING MILL ROAD 
SUITE  700 • CARMEL
TEXT OR CALL 317.771.6049 
YOGASIX.COM/CARMEL

CARMEL

BREATHE. STRETCH. 
SHAKE.  LET IT GO.

FIRST WEEK FOR $26!

mailto:hbakerba@ccs.k12.in.us
mailto:hbakerba@ccs.k12.in.us
http://hallmarkorthodontics.com
http://yogasix.com/carmel
http://www.radiancedance.org
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The Ghosts and Goblins 5K/2K is a fun, family event that will take place 
Saturday, Oct. 21st at 9:00AM at Carmel High School. Participants can dress 
in costume (optional) and walk or run together to show school spirit. This 
event is presented by the Carmel Education Foundation, which provides 
scholarships and education grants to students and teachers throughout our 
district. Click here to register at GhostsAndGoblinsRun.com.

BACK TO 
SCHOOL

During these first weeks of school, 
our Student Services staff is taking 
time to introduce ourselves and 
check in with students. Students 
can request a meeting with their 
counselor or social worker through 
their PowerSchool Account.

If your student is experiencing a 
time of adjustment, know that 
they are not alone. Middle school 
is a great opportunity for students 
to meet new people, develop 
independence and responsibility, 
and begin to consider future goals 
but it can also be a difficult time, 
as there are a lot of changes. In our 
roles, the Clay Student Services staff 
is here to help students consider 
and develop skills to navigate 
middle school.

Click HERE for a few tips for a 
successful start to middle school!

FAMILY 
ASSISTANCE

Dear Parents and Families,

We want to ensure all students have the 
necessary resources to inspire greatness. 
If your family is in need of assistance 
throughout the year please contact your 
child’s School Social Worker or complete 
our Family Resource Assessment 

https://goo.gl/forms/
QN5wQQCNI6iKxYa43

Free and Reduced Meal Application  
is available Online.

Please remember this must be 
completed every year.

If there are any questions please contact 
our Social Workers!

Mrs. Coats & Mrs. Potter

http://www.ccs.k12.in.us/foundation
http://www.ghostsandgoblinsrun.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17ZQ0oEjHto8sp2fWP-3-DNZcWGbs83zr6qURRsXf8Bc/edit
https://goo.gl/forms/QN5wQQCNI6iKxYa43
https://goo.gl/forms/QN5wQQCNI6iKxYa43
https://secure.ezmealapp.com/ApplicationScreen.aspx?cid=M2JkNTFkNDUtYjI1MC00MWYzLThkNWItNmRlYmExYzJjZDU2
http://lomaneyecare.com
http://www.hbsionline.com
http://carmeldentalgroup.com
http://www.neomsindy.com
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DID YOU KNOW?
If you receive a paper receipt, a quick 
scan with the Box Tops app will identify 
participating products and automatically 
credit your school’s earnings online.

Kroger donates annually to participating 
organizations based on your percentage of 
spending as it relates to the total spending 
associated with all participating Kroger 
Community Rewards organizations.

http://weddellpediatricdental.com
http://mathnasium.com/carmel
http://carmeliceskadium.com
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FROM THE 
CAFETERIA

The school year is in full swing 
and so are our student’s 
appetites! The kids seem to really 
enjoy our menu this semester.

We would like to ask that you 
help make sure your student 
brings their ID with them every 
single day. It’s amazing how 
much quicker we can get the 
kids through our serving lines 
when they scan their card. As 
I’m sure you can imagine, the 
noise level in the cafeteria is 
elevated and trying to listen to a 
student say/spell their name so 
the cashier can find their lunch 
account can be challenging at 
best. ID cards are required in 
several places in the building, so 
if our kids can form the habit of 
carrying them daily things would 
progress much more quickly and 
efficiently. Any help that you can 
give would be much appreciated!

As always, please feel free to 
contact me with any questions 
or concerns…I’m happy to help!

Amy Glover, Café Manager
(317) 844-7251 x6755
aglover@ccs.k12.in.us

SOCIAL STUDIES
Clay 8th graders invaded Washington, D.C... all 8th graders were given the 
opportunity to write an essay about "why monuments are important" in 
preparation for the Washington, D.C. trip over Labor Day weekend. Two essay 
winners were selected to lay the wreath at the Changing of the Guard ceremony at 
Arlington National Cemetary. Congratulations to Story Hughes and Rodion Zuban.

In addition to Arlington Cemetary, 8th graders visited the Mt. Vernon home of 
George Washington and were able to visit Washington's tomb and the Cemetary 
of the Enslaved. Clay students read about four men and women who served our 
nation by serving our first President and were buried at the Enslaved Cemetary. 
Thank you to the following participants: Anthony Dinh, Bella Dowell, Annika 
Jonah, Brody Lloyd, Grant VanNahmen, and Henry White.

All students - 6th, 7th, and 8th grade - are invited to participate in the City 
of Carmel's Veterans Essay contest. This year's theme is "United We Stand" and 
should be approximately 300 words. Students need to check with their Social 
Studies teacher about additional requirements. All essays are due by Monday, 
October 3rd at 330.

CANVAS
We encourage parents as 
observers on our Student 
Services Canvas page 
as we will share a great 
variety of information 
here throughout the year. 
This will include family 
resources, middle school 
tips and strategies for 
success, scheduling and 
transition information 
and more.

mailto:aglover@ccs.k12.in.us
https://carmel.instructure.com/courses/150372
https://carmel.instructure.com/courses/150372
http://offthewallsports.net
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IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENT

Clay Nation,

I would like to first and foremost thank you for your continued 
professionalism and courtesy towards our front office 
administrative assistants (Mrs. Rodriguez and Mrs. Boyce) as you 
enter and exit our building each day. Please know that we value 
customer service and always appreciate your support as parents.

Each afternoon, school busses begin arriving on our property around 3:00 p.m. which 
provides additional challenges in our west parking lot.   While We understand that 
this time frame cannot always be avoided and things come up, we are reaching out 
to request that you do your best to avoid 
picking up students or dropping off 
items (including food for sports teams) 
between 3:00-3:35 p.m.   We appreciate 
your assistance in this matter.

Once again, please know how much we 
value you as a school community and how 
much we appreciate your support for Clay 
Middle School.

Have a good day.
Mr. Crosby, Principal

CONNELL MICHAEL KERR, LLP |  550 CONGRESSIONAL BLVD. | SUITE 115 | CARMEL, IN 46032
PH: (317) 343-4482 | FX: (317) 348-2916 | cmklawfi rm.com

ERIN CONNELL 
 Managing Partner

SE LECTED TO SUPER LAWYERS

CATHERINE MICHAEL 
Managing Partner

SE LECTED TO SUPER LAWYERS

Connell Michael Kerr, LLP is a full service family law firm 
dedicated to serving our clients with zealous advocacy and 
compassion. We assist clients in a variety of family law 
matters including prenuptial and postnuptial agreements, 
divorce, child support and custody disputes, property 
division, surrogacy and reproductive law, as well as personal 
injury and education law matters. Our dedicated team of 
attorneys is focused on providing clients outstanding 
advocacy and comprehensive legal advice even in the most 
complex circumstances. Conveniently located in Carmel, our 
family law office serves clients throughout central Indiana.

http://cmklawfirm.com
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CHAMPIONS OF CLAY
The Champions of Clay Annual Donation Campaign is the ONLY PTO fundraiser 
for the entire school year.  The funds raised help enrich every child’s education and 
100% of the funds stay at Clay to support the school.

Because of the amazing generosity of the Clay Community we were able to hit 
our big goal of $35,000 last year!  We are hoping to do it again!  To do so, we 
are asking for a minimum donation of $50/student to make that happen!  All 
donations are tax deductible.

At 75% our own Mr. Crosby will be taking pies in the face during all of the lunch 
periods and at 100% we will provide a fun treat for all students in Core Plus.

DONATE ONE OF THREE WAYS:
1. Donate online here
2. **NEW** Text GIVECLAY to 44-321 (Credit Card, Apple Pay, and ACH (check/

debit) are accepted!)
3. Send a check into the school office written out to Clay Middle School PTO and 

marked for the pledge drive.

We also accept employee matching, if your employer matches donations to 
schools, as well as financial gifts from extended family members.

HOME OF THE TROJANS

CLAY
MIDDLE SCHOOL

HOME OF THE TROJANS

CLAY
MIDDLE SCHOOL

PHONE 317-810-1219
CALL OR FAX 317-564-4913

819 West Carmel Dr.
Carmel, IN 46032

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/nn7mM3Uu3WepbW2UEqQupw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRmx22DP0TXaHR0cDovL3RyYWNrLnNwZS5zY2hvb2xtZXNzZW5nZXIuY29tL2YvYS9mRFRNd0tkdDNtS1o5ZmtKVXh3UFpRfn4vQUFBQUFRQX4vUmdSbXBXQ0RQMFF0YUhSMGNITTZMeTkzZDNjdVkyTnpMbXN4TWk1cGJpNTFjeTl3ZEc4dFkyeHRMMloxYm1SeVlXbHphVzVuVndkelkyaHZiMnh0UWdwa3RnTXR4R1NvcFFGdFVoWnFjR3hsZEdOb1pVQmpZM011YXpFeUxtbHVMblZ6V0FRQUFBQUJXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmTbAzrmZHQGdYNSFmhtYWNoZW1lQGNjcy5rMTIuaW4udXNYBAAAAAE~
http://keystonedentistry.com
http://www.mihaciendacarmel.com
http://www.image360indynw.com
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BECOME A PART OF THE TROJAN 
FAMILY TODAY!

CLAY ATHLETICS
For more information, please go to:  https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/clm/athletics

If you or someone you know is interested 
in receiving coats for the winter. Hamilton 
County Coats for Kids is a non-profit offering 
free coats, socks and underwear for youth 
19 and under. Please complete this form 
prior to 10/1/23.

Si tú o alguien que conoces está interesado 
en recibir abrigos para el invierno. Hamilton 
County Coats for Kids es una organización 
sin fines de lucro que ofrece abrigos, 
calcetines y ropa interior gratuitos para 
jóvenes menores de 19 años. Complete este 
formulario antes del 1 de octubre.

To register CCS children, click this link: 
https://forms.gle/2jTonmSqKq7mrC759

https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/clm/athletics
http://www.applitrack.com/ccs/onlineapp/
https://forms.gle/2jTonmSqKq7mrC759
http://diin.org
http://www.IndianaWellnessCollege.edu
http://kuzmicortho.com
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Listen Live | Listen Often

BUY TICKETS TODAY

Carmel Symphony Orchestra

Family Fun
Sunday
October 22
4:00 pm
Gershwin’s
Magic Key

Call 317.843.3800

http://carmel.roadstardriving.com
http://www.methodsalon.com
http://carmelsymphony.org
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JOIN IN THE CLAY 
TRADITION

Since Carmel Education Foundation started Ghosts and 
Goblins 5k/2k run and walk, Clay Middle School has 
won the Most Participation Award 11 years in a row.

Clay Nation - Let’s make it 12 in a row!

ONLY 12 DAYS LEFT TO SIGN UP!
GO TO:  

https://www.ghostsandgoblinsrun.com/Race/Info/
IN/Carmel/GhostsandGoblins

Believe in Your Greatness
IMPORTANT DATES

October Dates

November Dates

https://www.ghostsandgoblinsrun.com/Race/Info/IN/Carmel/GhostsandGoblins
https://www.ghostsandgoblinsrun.com/Race/Info/IN/Carmel/GhostsandGoblins
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CarmelClaySchools @myccs CarmelClaySchools


