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As we are quickly approach the end of the first quarter 
and Fall Break, I feel we have gotten off to a great 
start.  Create Greatness – Make a mark and see where 
it takes you is our theme for this school year. In these 
first few weeks of school, our students, staff, and parent 
volunteers have been working very hard to ensure that 
Clay’s greatness is fostered and created each and every 
day. Their efforts have been truly remarkable, and we 
have witnessed greatness both inside and outside of 
the classroom.  Setting goals for the 2024-25 school year 
began with a vision of where we want to go.  As we look to 
be the best middle school not only in Indiana but across 
the country, it is through reflection that we continue to 
get better and grow together.  Our staff members have 
been collaborating on ways to differentiate lessons to 
challenge all of our students at the highest level and 
they are seeking out support from their colleagues and 
our school administration.

Since returning to school in August, I am so happy to see 
so many of our students helping each other and living out 
the Clay Way. Clay students are showing leadership and 

seeking out opportunities for growth and enrichment, 
and most of all, based on this example, they appear to 
be taking an even more active role at Clay Middle School 
to “Create Greatness”.  The Clay Way, which includes  
“Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Ready to Learn, Be 
Full of Pride,” are the four pillars leading to a positive 
culture at Clay Middle School.  Clay Middle School has 
a proven reputation of being an outstanding school 
with a constant commitment to exemplary education. 
We must give our students the best experience they 
can have in middle school. I was recently interviewed by 
one of our student editors, and they asked me what I felt 
was one of the most essential things any school needs.  
I immediately responded, “An identity, a solid school 
culture with a focus on PEOPLE.”

As the principal of Clay, I believe we all share a responsibility 
to nurture young leaders and challenge them to reach 
their full potential. When your son or daughter shares their 
greatness with others, we all grow. I always emphasize 
that HOW we do our jobs is just as important as WHAT we 
do daily to make a difference in the lives of our students, 
staff, and the greater Carmel community.

...continued on the next page

Dear Clay Nation,
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Mark Smith, Assistant Principal 
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  continues...

Sports Updates
As our Fall sports season starts to wrap up, we would 
once again like to thank the athletes and coaches who 
are helping to mold and shape our young people into 
leaders.  Your time and efforts are very much appreciated.  
Congratulations to our tennis, football, volleyball, cross 
country, and cheerleading squads as they are concluding 
or have concluded their Fall sports seasons.  Thank you 
for always representing Clay Middle School with great 
sportsmanship. THE CLAY WAY!!

Onward to Victory Clay!!

Clay PTO
Thank you to anyone who donated to our 2024-25 
Champions of Clay fundraiser.  Every donation and 
contribution counts, and we appreciate all of your support.  
Thank you to our Clay PTO for all you do for the Clay Nation, 
from the volunteers who help in our lunch room to the 
treats provided on Tuesday Treats and the help provided 
when we have field trips and events at school. We can all 
agree we are fortunate at Clay to have such a supportive 
PTO.  You all are truly remarkable!  We have successfully 
reached our goal!

Clay MLL Family Night
On Tuesday, September 10th, from 6-8 p.m., Clay hosted 
a night for our multilingual families to come together for 
an evening of information, fun, and community. Pizza and 
fun for everyone! Thank you to all the staff who helped 
organize this event, our community partnerships and 
resource providers, and our parents and families who 
attended.

Clay Parent Book Club
On Wednesday, September 11th, Clay hosted “The Anxious 
Generation” Book Club / Discussion.  We want to thank 
any parent who attended that evening to discuss youth 
mental health in the era of smartphones and social 
media (Reading the book is optional and not required for 
participation).  Don’t hesitate to get in touch with Mrs. Erin 
Naas (Clay Guidance Counselor) or Mrs. Catherine Gahl 
(Clay Assistant Principal) if you have any questions about 
future meeting dates and times.

Clay Celebrates Red Ribbon Week
During the month of October, Clay Middle School will 
celebrate Red Ribbon Week. Thank you also to our Clay 
Student Services Department, which helps to organize 
this fun and meaningful week for our students.

Clay Performing Arts Concerts
Throughout the upcoming months of October and November, we will 
experience some incredible concerts by our 6th, 7th, and 8th-grade 
bands, choirs, and orchestras.  I would like to recognize all the time 
and dedication that our students put into their performances under 
the leadership of Mr. Frizzi, Mrs. Pote, Mr. Grifa, Mrs. Susie, and Mrs. 
Loren. (We appreciate all of you do!) Through the month of October, 
we will have our 8th Grade Orchestra Festival at the Palladium, and 
our students get to play together on stage with other students from 
both Creekside and Carmel Middle Schools in front of a packed house.

2024 Ghosts and Goblins 5K / 2K Run and Walk
Mark your calendars at Carmel High School for October 26th 
at 9 a.m.!  Clay Middle School has always had a strong tradition 
of supporting this great community event by having the highest 
participation award among our middle schools.  This year will be no 
exception, Clay Nation – We look forward to a great turnout from all of 
our awesome families, students, and staff!

Clay Book Fair
The Clay Book Fair will be right around the corner the first week of 
November. A great deal of time and effort always goes into this event, 
and a special thank you goes out to Mrs. Stephanie Swartzendruber. 
Thank you in advance to all of our parent volunteers who will help 
make this year’s book fair a big success and also to any student or 
family that purchases items that continue to promote the love for 
reading.

Thank you to our School Custodians
During the week of September 30-October 4th we will celebrate our 
excellent custodians for School Custodian Staff Week.

Thank you to our School Bus Drivers
During the week of October 21-25 2024, we will celebrate our fantastic 
bus drivers for National School Bus Safety Week.

Thank you to all parents/guardians of Clay students. You are an essential 
part of our success as a school, and we would like to recognize all your 
hard work and effort in prioritizing your child’s education.

I am happy to announce that the Clay Nation is alive and well.

I would like to challenge all Clay Trojans to continue to help us “Create 
Greatness.” Together, we will take the Clay Nation to even greater 
heights. Your continued support is appreciated and recognized.

Reminder to follow us on Twitter  @ClayTrojans  #ClayGreatness

GO TROJANS!

Sincerely,

Todd A. Crosby
Principal

CLAY HIGHLIGHTS
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UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES SUPPORT A GREAT 
EVENT, CLAY NATION!
Clay has a long-standing tradition of incredible 

participation in this event.

Thirteen years in a row! 

Get ready for spooky fun at our annual Ghosts 
& Goblins Race! This family-friendly event is 

perfect for all ages. 

Showcase your business as a SPONSOR - 
packages range from $300-$4500.

 
 

Build Skills, Confidence and Motivation

UNLOCK YOUR CHILD’S FULL  POTENTIAL AT HUNTINGTON!

SAVE
Carmel

2440 E. 146th Street
Carmel, IN 46033

317-571-8700

Tutoring and Test Prep www.huntingtonhelps.com/center/carmel

http://HuntingtonHelps.com/center/carmel
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STUDENT SERVICES
Clay Middle School Student Services Department 
promotes the academic, social, emotional, and 
career development of all students. The counseling 
program is preventive, proactive, and reactive. Our 
counselors serve as advocates for the students while 
collaborating with parents, staff, and the community 
to assist students in reaching their full potential. 
Each student has a counselor and student services 
coordinator/school social worker assigned to them.

Holly Baker Banninga
Administrative Assistant

Kym Roberts
School Psychologist

Michelle Janson
Counselor
All 7th Grade
6th Grade Teams 6-2 & 6-3

Erin Naas
Counselor
All 8th Grade
6th Grade Team 6-1

Gina Potter, MSW
Student Services 
Coordinator
All 7th Grade
6th Grade Teams 6-2 & 6-3

Britney Coats, MSW
Student Services 
Coordinator
All 8th Grade
6th Grade Team 6-1

NEW FAMILIES
For all new enrollees to Clay Middle 
School, if you haven't provided two 
proofs of residency, please email 
those to our registrar, Mrs.Holly Baker 
Banninga, at hbakerba@ccs.k12.in.us.

Proof of Residency  
(These must be in the parent’s name):

  a. Purchase agreement, closing 
documents, deed, lease, 
mortgage document, or property 
tax statement

AND

  B. Gas or electric utility bill (ie: 
IPL, Vectren or Duke - other 
utilities not accepted) If you have 
not received your first utility bill, 
please provide within 30 days.YEAR

WELCOME TO

2024/2025

2024-2025 Student Services Staff

Mrs.Holly
mailto:hbakerba@ccs.k12.in.us
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THE GREEN SCENE
The Team Atlas Green Team is collecting gently used athletic shoes to donate to the 
MORE Foundation Group now through the end of August!

There are just 3 easy steps to follow!

Step 1  Donate your gently used athletic shoes by placing them in the collection 
boxes across from the main office.

Step 2  Once the boxes are full, they are shipped for free!

Step 3  Donating shoes keeps them out of landfills. The proceeds from the shoes help 
the MORE Foundation plant thousands of trees each year which offsets the 
carbon in the atmosphere and can help bring families out of poverty.

So please….

DONATE your athletic shoes today. All sizes are needed!

Visit morefoundationgroup.org for more information!

FAMILY SUPPORT
Dear Parents and Families,

We want to ensure all students have the 
necessary resources to inspire greatness. If 
your family is in need of assistance throughout 
the year please contact your child’s assigned 
school social worker or complete our Family 
Resource Assessment https://goo.gl/forms/
QN5wQQCNI6iKxYa43

Free and Reduced Meal Application  
is available Online.

Please remember this must be completed every year.

If there are any questions please contact our School Social Workers:
Gina Potter, LSW - gpotter@ccs.k12.in.us

Britney Coats, LCSW - bcoats@ccs.k12.in.us

morefoundationgroup.org
https://goo.gl/forms/QN5wQQCNI6iKxYa43
https://goo.gl/forms/QN5wQQCNI6iKxYa43
https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/services/food-service/free-and-reduced-price-meal-application
mailto:gpotter@ccs.k12.in.us
mailto:bcoats@ccs.k12.in.us
http://carmeldentalgroup.com
http://lomaneyecare.com
http://www.hbsionline.com
http://www.neomsindy.com
http://offthewallsports.net
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PARENT BOOK 
CLUB

BENEFITS OF PARTICIPATION
• Gain a deeper understanding of the 

factors contributing to anxiety in 
teens.

• Discover practical strategies to 
support healthy phone habits in 
your family.

• Connect with other parents, 
educators, and community members 
who share your concerns.

HOW TO JOIN!
• Complete this google form to rsvp 

your participation

• To purchase the book (hard copy, 
kindle, audio) visit this LINK

• You may attend sessions as you are 
able—we get that life happens, 
and want to hear your input even if 
you're not able to make it to every 
discussion.

La
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-H
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nd  Orthodont i csLa
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on

-H
ol land Orthodontics

CARMEL  CARMEL 
(317) 819-6784(317) 819-6784

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVImso6KbDEMJkhwsXwYumSqIrGZ-2JBtPytvxCU8ujAkUWg/viewform
https://www.amazon.com/Anxious-Generation-Rewiring-Childhood-Epidemic/dp/0593655036/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.QLiLF5I7m7iaodgCGQVdXw.GQAajwe6E0Cw6TNt2FlmhvLb_pAC6wnFf_KCpU-LFA4&qid=1717598447&sr=8-1
http://carmel.roadstardriving.com
http://www.larsonorthodontics.com
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HOMEWORK: A GUIDE FOR PARENTS
WHAT PARENTS CAN DO
Parents can help children succeed with homework by providing clear messages 
about the importance of homework and specific support strategies. Expect children 
to complete homework and hand it in when it is due. Holding children accountable 
for homework builds responsibility and time management skills.

STRATEGIES FOR SUPPORTING HOMEWORK COMPLETION

• Check in with your children every day.

• Establish clear homework routines.
 o Identify a location where homework will be done.
 o Make sure children have all the materials needed to complete homework 

assignments (e.g., pencils, erasers, paper, dictionary, calculator).
 o Decide on the best time to do homework (e.g., right after school, just before 

or after dinner).

• Supervise but don’t micromanage.
  Some children will need more help with homework than others, but a general 

rule of thumb is provide the minimum help necessary for the child to be successful.

• Help children establish and maintain organizational systems.
 o Placing the homework in the appropriate folder or notebook and backpack.
 o Cleaning off the desk or workspace so that the next homework session can 

begin in an orderly environment.

(Excerpts from article by Peg Dawson, EDD, NCSP - published by the National 
Association of School Psychologists)

https://www.nasponline.org/Documents/Resources and Publications/Handouts/
Families and Educators/Homework_a_Guide_for_Parents.pdf

https://www.nasponline.org/Documents/Resources
Homework_a_Guide_for_Parents.pdf
http://www.gregoryhancockdancetheatre.org
http://weddellpediatricdental.com
http://keystonedentistry.com
http://carmeliceskadium.com
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THE CLAY WAY
Be Respectful

Be Responsible
Be Ready to Learn

Be Full of Pride

VETERANS ESSAY CONTEST
Looking to honor our nation's heroes? Looking to win some money? Check in with 
your Clay Social Studies teacher about how to do both!  

Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth grade teachers are offering two essays for students and 
both focus on our nation's Veterans.  The City of Carmel Veterans Essay Contest 
"A Legacy of Loyalty and Service" as well as the VFW "My Voice in America's 
Democracy" are available to all Clay students through Social Studies classes. All 
essays should be submitted to your child's Social Studies teacher by September 20, 
2024 at 330 PM.  Get writing! 

http://mathnasium.com/carmel
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BECOME A PART OF THE CLAY NATION

Carmel Clay Schools is also hiring Food Services, Edu-Care Staff and Bus Drivers. 
These part-time, flexible positions are also a great way to stay involved in our school 
system and serve the community. A variety of positions and locations are available.

http://www.image360indynw.com
http://kuzmicortho.com
http://www.IndianaWellnessCollege.edu
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DID YOU KNOW?
If you receive a paper receipt, a quick 
scan with the Box Tops app will 
identify participating products and 
automatically credit your school’s 
earnings online.

Kroger donates annually to 
participating organizations based 
on your percentage of spending 
as it relates to the total spending 
associated with all participating 
Kroger Community Rewards 
organizations.

11503 SPRING MILL ROAD 
SUITE  700 • CARMEL
TEXT OR CALL 317.771.6049 
YOGASIX.COM/CARMEL

CARMEL

BREATHE. STRETCH. 
SHAKE.  LET IT GO.

FIRST WEEK FOR $26!

http://hallmarkorthodontics.com
http://www.vanessalopezlaw.com
http://yogasix.com/carmel
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FROM
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HOME OF THE TROJANS

CLAY
MIDDLE SCHOOL


