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Battle of the Books District Winners!

Discovery
Middle School

Congratulations to Discovery’s Battle of the Books team! They took first place in
the district competition. Four of the team members were on last year’s winning
team as well. This year’s team was made up of Kristina Kelley (captain), Bouchra
Benzit, Anna Haralampiev, Timo Moegling, Ian Sutphin, and Peyton Trott.
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Parent
Academy:
Parent
Resources
Want to know more about how to
access Launchpad or Edmodo?
Need to solve simple tech
support problems? Want a better
understanding of how OCPS is using
social media to connect families
and school? Need information on Read & Write for Google Chrome to better support your
student’s learning? Check out the Parent “How To” Videos on the Parent Academy website.
Go to https://goo.gl/1dn0nP and click on Parent Resources for more information.

Relay for
Life of East
Orange
May 12, 2017
6pm-Midnight
Timber Creek High School Track
Beta and Builders Club will be
fundraising at the American Cancer
Society’s Relay for Life event.

Discovery Digest
May 2017
Published Four Times Per Year
Discovery Middle School
601 Woodbury Road
Orlando, FL 32828
Issue 2

3

Resources for Students and
Resources on OCPS.net
When is the last time you visited the OCPS website? Well, if you haven’t been in a while you
may be in for a surprise! The website has the same reliable information, but a new look
and feel. On the Students and Parents page, you’ll find information about understanding
the new standards, grade-level and instructional resources, interactive resources for
students, and information on understanding assessments and accountability. To find this
information go to https://goo.gl/XgvTp1.
There are also quick links to:

•

Lunch Menus

•

ProgressBook

•

Attendance Policy

•

SchoolPay

•

And more!
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ELA (English
Language
Arts) Update
A few events taking place in the English
Language Arts Department include the
FSA Writing Exam, Modern Woodmen
Oration Contest, in-class theme studies,
and FSA Reading prep. This year’s
finalists in the Modern Woodmen
Oration Contest are:
1st Place - Abraham Pezzutti
2nd Place - Maya Zurey
3rd Place - Timo Moegling
Congratulations to all of our finalists!
Mark your calendars for May 17 as we
unveil this year’s Summer Reading list
and assignments at Barnes & Noble.
Hope to see you there!
Remember to check with your student’s
ELA teacher for more details on the
exciting studies taking place!
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Keystone Science Institute
Two of our 7th grade science teachers were picked, out of all of Orange County science teachers, to be
sponsored by Duke Energy to attend the Keystone Science Institute in Keystone, Colorado this summer
for a week. Every year they choose about 10 teachers from Florida to attend. They were only able to
send two, so Mr. Edminster and Mrs. Walsh will be attending. Here is an excerpt about the program:
Key Issues Institute provides educators with the
process, skills, and confidence to investigate
current environmental and STEM issues with their
students using innovative and engaging ideas,
activities, and methods. Our non-biased framework
promotes inquiry, providing educators with stepby-step instructions to guide students through an
investigation of all sides of an issue.
In this training, teachers will learn how to
incorporate conflict resolution and mediation,
role playing and simulations, small group work,
and lab activities, combining classroom lessons
with outdoor exploration. Our curriculum
encourages teachers and students to use
their knowledge to become active community
members, both locally and globally.
https://www.keystonescienceschool.org/educator/
key-issues-institute
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Model Release Forms
Thank you to all the parents that signed the Model Release forms. Forms are coming in every day. Its helping us reach our goal, but we still need 183
signatures. These forms can be filled out online or downloaded from our school website. If you fill it out online, you need to make sure you fill out the
ones you see circled in red in the attached image.
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A few spots are left!
We need you!

Advertise in the Discovery Digest! This is a wonderful way for
your company to get community recognition and exposure,
and at the same time help support your local schools!

Jennifer La Sala
Jennifer.LaSala@ocps.net
Discovery Middle School
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Orange County Young
Republicans (OCYR)
Student Recognition
Eighth grader Grant Emerson was invited to attend the April
meeting of the Orange County Young Republicans (OCYR),
where they honored him for his argumentative essay “How a
Budget Surplus Should Be Spent.” The President of the OCYR,
Nicholas Primrose,
read excerpts from
Grant’s essay at the
meeting, and Grant
received a gift card,
a pocket copy of
the Declaration of
Independence and
Constitution, and a
book on a traditional interpretation of
the Constitution.
He also received a signed photo and personal letter from US
Senator Marco Rubio, complimenting Grant on his civic engagement and great understanding of politics. Even though
OCYR typically has members from 18-40, President Primrose
invited Grant to attend as many future meetings as he wishes!

Team Phoenix students were very happy to receive treats as
incentives from administration.

