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Gotha Middle School
 Gotha Middle School is a student-oriented school that focuses on the whole child. We promote a 
partnership between students, educators, parents, and community to achieve our goals of:
• Academic excellence
• Character development

• Technological proficiency
• Preparing students for transition to high school

Gotha Middle School
9155 Gotha Road

Windermere, FL 34786
Phone: 407-521-2360

Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 

8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

School Hours
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.: 
9:30 a.m to 3:50 p.m.

Wednesday: 
9:30 a.m. to 2:50 p.m.

Non-Discrimination Statement
The School Board of Orange County, 
Florida, does not discriminate in 
admission or access to, or treatment 
or employment in its programs and 
activities, on the basis of race, color, 
religion, age, sex, national origin, 
marital status, disability, genetic 
information or any other reason 
prohibited by law. The following 
individuals at the Ronald Blocker 
Educational Leadership Center, 
445 W. Amelia Street, Orlando, 
Florida 32801, attend to compliance 
matters: ADA Coordinator & Equal 
Employment Opportunity (EEO) 
Supervisor: Carianne Reggio; Section 
504 Coordinator: Dr. Kimberly 
Steinke; Title IX Coordinator: Gary 
Preisser. (407.317.3200)

To download a PDF version of this newsletter, go to  
http://academypublishing.com/schools/gotha/gotha.php

Principal’s Message

Hello Grizzly Families!
 Our students have been working very hard to ensure they are ready for 
our state assessments which are approaching quickly. We will be having an 
FSA Parent Night on March 6th where families will be able to understand 
what is on the assessments as well as how to best help students prepare at 
home. Stay tuned for more information.
 We want to make sure that parents have an awareness of  the Social 
Media platforms that our students are accessing. Online bullying is often 
more dangerous because it can seem anonymous and overwhelming. Check 
out the article Teaching Kids to Be Smart About Social Media: https://
kidshealth.org/en/parents/social-media-smarts.html. Most middle school 
students are not emotionally ready for social media, so it’s important that 
we help them understand how to navigate it safely.
 As we continue with our Culture of  Literacy at the school, please make 
sure your students are reading at home. Research shows that just 15 minutes 
of  reading a night can benefit a student significantly. The article Reading 
Benefits for Kids and Teens speaks to some of  those benefits to the whole 
child. https://www.choa.org/medical-services/wellness-and-preventive-
care/parent-resources/all/reading-benefits-kids-teens
 Thank you for your continued involvement at the school. It takes a 
village and your partnership is invaluable! As always, it’s a great day to be 
a Grizzly.
 
Monica L. Emery, M.Ed.
Principal

http://gothams.ocps.net
http://academypublishing.com/schools/gotha/gotha.php
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/social-media-smarts.html
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/social-media-smarts.html
https://www.choa.org/medical-services/wellness-and-preventive-care/parent-resources/all/reading
https://www.choa.org/medical-services/wellness-and-preventive-care/parent-resources/all/reading
M.Ed
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Second Semester 
 January marks the beginning of  our second semester. Each year, during the 
second semester all schools experience an increase in absences and late 
arrivals, and a gradual decline in academic performance. So prevalent is 
this trend, it has been referred to as the “Second Semester Slide”. We are 
determined to improve this trend and you the parents can play a major role. 
Absences and tardiness are two of  the reasons that grades decline. Please 
be vigilant in making sure your student attends school every day 
and arrives on time. Your attention to this issue will have a positive effect 
on your student, reinforcing the importance you place on attendance. 
 To assure continued academic success, re-establish your student’s 
homework and study routine. Help him/her to reclaim the 
space and time meant for this important purpose. Determine if  
any supplies or devices are needed. They make great holiday gifts. Also, 
monitor your student’s grades, attendance, and classwork by 
accessing ProgressBook. Learn what tutoring and support opportunities 
are available here at school to improve results. Again, your attention to 
your student’s school work will have a tremendous positive effect. When 
students are prepared for class each day, they will attend each day, arrive 
on time, and perform with confidence.
 These efforts; staying informed about your student’s progress, 
re-establishing a solid home-study routine, and making certain 
that your student attends every day and arrives on time will have an 
enormous positive result and help us all overcome “Second Semester Slide”.

Yearbooks
 Ye a r b o o k s  a r e 
currently $35. Pre-
ordering is the only way to 
guarantee your student gets 
a copy! Prices will go up, so 
make sure you order soon! 
www.jostensyearbook.com Oration Contest

 The Modern Woodsman Oration Contest was held on February 7th. 
This year’s topic was to compare the challenges youth face today to those 
of  the past. Thank you to our guest judges. Our contest participants were 
awarded a certificate and pin. Our first, second, and third place winners 
were also awarded plaques. Hayden-Jay Smith will move on to the West 
Learning Community level competition.

Inside This Issue
Yearbooks

Oration Contest

Media Center News

Important Testing Dates

and more!

www.jostensyearbook.com
http://baptisteorthodontics.com
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Media Center News
 The media center has been a very busy place over the first semester 
and that trend is continuing into semester two. So far this year we have 
checked out over 1300 more books than we did all of  last year! This leads 
to reading gains which historically show as higher test scores. Reading 
just 20 minutes a day dramatically increases students’ vocabulary and 
thinking skills. 
 Students are using the media center in the morning for homework help, 
building relationships playing board games, improving their thinking with 
STEM materials, puzzles, and reading. Our 3D printers are gaining users 
as well as giving students experience with troubleshooting mistakes and 
technical issues. We have added an Audrino starter kit for students to learn 
to code and make electronics work. More circuit boards and materials will 
be added as the budget allows. 

Spelling Bee
 Our school-based spelling bee was held on January 30th. Our first, 
second, and third place winners were: Luiz Braga, Tonisha Saint Fleur and 
Matthew Sheldon. Luiz, our first place winner will move on to the West 
Area Learning Community spelling bee. Congratulations to all participants 
and good luck moving forward Luiz. 

http://ogdenortho.com
http://www.OcoeeTireAndAuto.com
http://windermerepediatrics.org
http://anougelaw.com
http://ArmstrongAirInc.com
http://www.allinone-ent.com
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6th Grade PLTW/STEM
 The 6th grade PLTW/STEM class has been working on designing 
and constructing paper roller coasters for marbles. Students spent two weeks 
studying force and energy in relation to roller coasters as well as common 
design principles. Engineering teams then designed a three foot tall roller 
coaster meeting a specific set of  constraints. Roller coasters were tested 
on January 30th for adherence to constraints and originality. Overall, the 
students thoroughly enjoyed the planning, building, and testing of  their 
coasters. Our next unit of  study is focused around the topic of  Medical 
Detectives and students will be studying vital signs, pathogenic illness, the 
nervous system (including a brain dissection), and basic forensics.

7th Grade Language Arts
 During third quarter, 7th Grade 
Language Arts classes have been reading 
a play, poetry, and historical accounts 
of  events and people. Students have 
been analyzing multimedia versions of  
texts and comparing and contrasting 
the effectiveness on the audience. Third 
quarter will conclude with students 
participating in Writing Workshop to 
prepare for the Writing portion of  the 
ELA FSA in April. Daily homework 
continues to be reading a book of  choice 
and completing book projects. Don’t forget 
to get a book to continue reading if  you 
don’t have one!

Science 6
 Students  in  Mr. 
Rose’s Life Science 
C l a s s  h a d  t h e 
opportunity to dissect 
Owl Pellets (Owl Vomit) 
in class. After learning 
about ecosystems, food 
chains, and predator 
prey relationships they 
were able to dissect apart 
their pellets and discover 
what creature(s) the owl 
ate. They then had to 
piece the bones together 
according to anatomical 
charts and glue the bones 
down to form a skeleton 
of  the prey on a notecard. 
Science… coming alive!

Service Learning
 Service Learning students finished A 
Long Walk to Water, which we read as part of  
a unit studying Africa. We also participated 
in a Skype call with a scientist in Nairobi 
to learn about life and students that attend 
the Kathy and Mike McNulty Academy. 
We will be holding a fundraiser with the 
Service Learning classes competing against 
each other to raise money to help support 
these students at the school. Next we’ll be 
reading I Will Always Write Back. We will 
also participate in “Say Something Week” 
in late February to encourage people to 
speak up when they see others struggling 
to work toward preventing violence. 

Wesley Do and Madilyn Stewart dissect an owl pellet.

http://BattleOrtho.com
http://www.allergycfl.com
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All County Band
 Congratulations to the following students who 
auditioned and were selected to participate in the All 
County Band performance for OCPS. After nights and 
days of  practice with their peers from other Orange County 
Middle Schools they performed for a packed house Winter 
Park High School. They all did a fantastic job! #OCPSArts 

Gotha Chorus
 The Gotha Chorus has been busy ever since we got back from Winter 
Break. On January 10-12th Emma Dunagan, Anthony Teter, Andrew Green, and 
Jonas Dahlman represented Gotha in the All-State Choir. These students were 
selected after multiple rounds of  auditions from thousands of  students around 
the state. On January 29th 75 chorus students performed at Disney Springs as 
part of  Disney Performing Arts Showcase. On February 1st Anthony Teter, 
Jonas Dahlman, and Jayden Little all performed solos at Solo & Ensemble and 
all three received the top superior rating. On March 1st our Concert Choir will 
be competing in Festival Disney at Saratoga Springs Performance Hall. Their 
performance time is 3:25p.m. A week later all chorus students will go to Music 
Performance Assessment for annual choral evaluation. In April many chorus 
students will be performing at Fun Spot USA.

Sheila Jamasi, Syhion Washington, Kyla 
Abraham, Collin Rose, and Sophia Wright

Advertise in the Gotha Growl! 
This is a wonderful way for your company to get

community recognition and exposure, and at the same time
help support your local schools!

Trina LaBaw
trina.labaw@ocps.net

Gotha Middle School

A few spots are left! 

We need you!

http://www.academypublishing.com/advertising.php
mailto:trina.labaw@ocps.net
http://ArthurMurrayOrlando.com
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Student Government
 Gotha’s Student Government has been hard at work from our 
School’s Beatification Saturday to leadership representation at the School 
District 3 Florida Association of  Student Councils (FASC). Student 
government sponsored the Valentine’s Candy Gram to support Relay for 
Life in association with the American Cancer Society of  America, and we 
are working on Gotha’s talent show.

Spring Night of the Arts
 Spring Night of  the Arts dates are April 16th and 18th. 
All of  our fine arts students will showcase their talents. Students 
enrolled in these classes will receive more information on these 
dates as they approach.

government

student

READY
SET

DANCE

http://www.readysetdance.com
http://OrangeCountyPottys.com
http://www.inovacleaning.com
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Pride Club
 Pride Club is coming out at Gotha! Pride Club is for students in 
the LGBTQ community and their straight allies. This club is a place 
of  support and acceptance. National statistics show that our LGBTQ 
youth suffer from higher rates of  depression, drug use, and suicide.* 
Students do not have to be LGBTQ to join the club. This club is to 
help promote acceptance and understanding for all of  our students 
from all backgrounds. Please see Mr. Boilard or Ms. Gennaria for more 
information. *https://www.zebrayouth.org/ Meetings will be held twice 
a month on Thursdays in C213.

Published Authors 
 S e v e r a l  7 t h  g r a d e 
students became published 
authors after winning the 
Creative Communication 
Fall 2018 Poetry Contest! 
Winners included Bryce 
Ownby, Christ ly Bertin, 
Patience Goines, Oluwakemi 
Aderibigbe. These students’ 
poems will be published in a 
poetry anthology. Want to be 
a published author? Visit www.
poeticpower.com or see Mrs. 
Wilcox for more information.

27
76
88

Restaurant Owners! Do you want to expand your business? Email: jean@takeoutwaiter.com

Restaurant 
Delivery

FREE DELIVERY
with coupon code “Dining Guide 2018”

We are also a local marketing company. We print full color, direct mail menu guides and postcards 4 times a year.

8 AREA LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
1045 South Dillard Street
Winter Garden, FL  34787
407-877-2662

1569 East Silver Star Road
Ocoee, FL  34761
407-297-0560

13350 Summerport Village 
Pkwy
Windermere, FL  34786
407-905-6741

2468 South Maguire Road
Ocoee, FL  34761
407-654-4986

271 West Road
Ocoee, FL  34761
407-654-0014

15504 Stoneybrook West Pkwy
Winter Garden, FL  34787
407-656-2934

7315 Winter Garden Vineland Rd
Windermere, FL  34786
407-654-4244

8894 West Colonial Drive
Ocoee, FL  34761
407-291-4994

250+
Restaurants
Nationwide

https://www.zebrayouth.org
www.poeticpower.com
www.poeticpower.com
http://www.swofm.com
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Important Testing Dates
 For your planning purposes the testing dates are listed. 
Please make every effort to have your child here on time with 
a charged laptop each day. Thank you. 
• April 2 – FSA Writing (6th grade PBT, 7th and 8th CBT)
• May 1-2 – FSA Reading Sessions 1 & 2
• May 6-7 – FSA Math Sessions 1 /2&3)
• May 8 – NGSSS 8th Grade Science
• May 13-14 – FSA EOC Algebra 1/Geometry
• May 15 – NGSSS Civics

Spring Musical
 The Spring musical is Mary Poppins Jr. 
Current show dates are May 8-10, and tickets will 
go on sale after spring break. Tickets for the show 
will be sold on Teachtix.com

Teachtix.com

