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From the Principal

For the Parents, Staf  & Community of

Dear Greenwood Lakes Middle School Families,
 As we approach summer, I would like to thank our students for all their hard work 
and attentiveness during FAST, NGSSS Science, and EOC exams. We know you did well! I 
would like to take the opportunity to celebrate some of our outstanding accomplishments 
for the 2022-23 school year! Keep SOARing Eagles!
Congratulations to:
• District Solo & Ensemble Participants: 8th Grade: Alexander Calvelage, Natasha 

Rivera, Cesar Rendon-Morales, Thomas Youssef, Brooklyn Harding, Clarice Calle, 
Matthew Pepper, Claire Leenim, Sarah Williams, Kamila Narvaez, Ionys Alvarado-
Martinez, Angel Montero Rodriguez, Liam Deurmier, Jace Ingalls, Ailany Rodarte, 
Banjamin Pham, James Smith, Allan Torres Figueroa, Izabella Diaz, Christian 
Zuluaga, Alexander Rubin De Celis, Ruby Rojas, Anjalee Lopez, John Midgett, Julian 
Hernandez, Anastasia Jean, Carleigh Churchill, Abigail Cross, Jaylanie Hernandez 
Barreto, Gage Nelson, Elyssa Molter, Logan Jordan; 7th Grade: Saniya Hampton, 
Xiamara Knight, Annie Weng, Alora Korn, Mason Boothe, Emersyn Sturgill, Terrence 
Thompson, Keith Dorsey, Jazzlyn Silva, Ella Crawford, Kathryn Lasage, Gabriella 
Herrero, Aidan Hudson, Ella Peterson, Sophie O’Rourke, Chance Griffin, Alyssa 
Peterson, Sebastian Vengas Almodovar, Jasmine Hancock, Julian Morris, Kalel 
Costales Journet, Izabella Chavez, Tristan Hudson

• 2019 Seminole All County Middle School Band: Julian Hernandez
• Juvenile of the Year: Genevieve Ulysses
• Red Ribbon Poster Contest Winner: Third Place: Taliana Bassi,
• Anti-Bullying Poster Contest Winners:

First Place: Thatcher Lopez
Second Place: Emily Passas
Third Place: Avery Hunter

• SCAEA Spring Art Show: Award of Merit: Lily Spears, Sofia Acosta, Annika Potkovik
• Take Stock in Children Recipients: Sha’Maya Murray
• Track & Field: 8th Grade Girls 4x100 County Champions(Jasmine Sackllah, Kaliyah 

Holley, Kendall Hinson, Malia Buggs; )8th Grade Boys 4x100 County Champions( 
Tristen Raines, K’Drien Bullard, Tyler Rosario, Antony Viera); 8th Grade Girls 4x400 
County Champions (Kendall Hinson, Kailey Susi, Kaliyah Holley, Amor Smith); 
8th Grade Boys 4x400 3rd Place overall (Landen McDaniel, Zaiden Rooney, Tristen 
Raines, Tyler Rosario); Tyler Rosario 1st Place County Champion in Long Jump; 
K’Drien Bullard 2nd Place Runner Up in Long Jump; Tristen Raines 4th Place in 
Long Jump; Malia Buggs Runner Up in the 100m & 200m; Kaliyah Holley 3rd Place 
100m & 4th 200m; Kendall Hinson 3rd Place 200m & Shot Put; Amor Smith 3rd 
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400m; Kailey Susi 3rd Mile, 4th 400m; Abby Hillman-Huet 4th in Mile; Tristen Raines 5th Place in 400m; Zaidon Rooney 4th Place in 
Mile; Landen McDaniel 5th in the Mile; Antony Viera 2nd Runner Up in 100m & 2nd Place Runner Up 200m

• Cross Country: Girls Varsity Team County Runner-Up
• Cross Country: Boys Varsity placing 5th Overall
• Congratulations Mrs. Patricia Smith GLMS Employee of the Year!
• Congratulations Mrs. Alina Bosque GLMS Teacher of the Year!
• GLMS Dividend of the Year: Mrs. Sara Bascom
 I would like to thank the amazing Greenwood Lakes Middle School teachers and staff. From day one, they have done their very best as 
a team to make this a successful school year. I thank them for their dedication, efforts, and support in helping students learn and achieve. 
I truly have the best staff! A special thanks to our PTSA Board, SAC, Partners in Education, and our dedicated group of Dividends. Please 
continue to be involved, because without your involvement, Greenwood Lakes Middle School would not be as successful as it is. We have had 
a great year because of our teachers, staff, parents, and students.
As we approach the end of the school year, please remember:
• Report Cards can be found on Skyward Family Access.
• If your student took an End of Course Exam (EOC), the grade on the report card will not be finalized until the scores are received. Revised 

report cards will be available if requested.
• Rising 7th grade students MUST provide the school with updated tDap immunization documentation. Additional information can be 

found on our GLMS website.
• You can update Emergency Contact information and monitor student grades anytime through Skyward Family Access. A change of 

address will require you to visit the school and provide updated documentation.
• SAVE THE DATE - Schedule Pick-Up will be Tuesday, August 8th! Times will be posted on our GLMS website.
 In preparation for the 2023-2024 school year, students are to complete a summer Reading and Math assignment. Each Math and Language 
Arts teacher have provided details, information will be posted on our GLMS Website, in this newsletter, and sent to all feeder elementary 
schools. Additional reading is also recommended, and The Florida Sunshine State Books are an excellent way to build reading skills.
 Thank you, Eagle Families, for concluding another strong year of educating our youth. I wish you a wonderful summer. If you have any 
concerns during the summer, we will be open Monday through Thursday from 8:30am to 4:00pm. Together we will continue to help your 
child succeed. 

As Always, Let’s SOAR Eagles!
Breezi Erickson
Principal
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Language Arts
6th Grade:
 It’s as though the year passed within a blink of an eye, and we are now here to say goodbye. 
What an eventful and challenging school year it has been, and we are proud to see how much our 
now 7th graders have grown since August. Their hard work and dedication is noticed not only by 
their grades, but is personified in both their intelligence and ability to think critically. Please be 
informed that students are expected to complete a summer reading assignment to be turned in to 
their upcoming 7th grade teacher in August. The assignment instructions will be available at the 
end of the year and during the summer. Please encourage students to continue reading beyond 
the summer reading text as we encourage their developing vocabularies and overall literacy skills. 
We wish all students a safe and adventurous summer and, as always, let’s soar Eagles!
-Mrs. Davis and Mr. Shank
7th Grade:
 Our 7th grade eagles have had a fantastic school year. We are so proud of all of their hard work 
and we wish them luck as they move up to 8th grade! Over the summer, GLMS will be providing 
a summer reading activity that is to be completed and returned to their new 8th grade teacher in 
August. We also recommend that students continue to read beyond the one summer reading text. 
The Sunshine State book list for 2023-2024 is now available and includes a diverse list of books for 
students with all interests. The Northwest Branch of the Seminole public library (behind GLMS) 
has a large selection of books to pick from! We hope you all have a great summer and we will see 
you again on August 10th!
8th Grade:
 As we are approaching the end of the year, students are exploring the essential question: Who 
are you in a crisis? Students have learned about World War II, which was a time of crisis for many 
different groups of people. Some faced danger head-on in the battlefields, oceans, and skies. Others, 
including Anne Frank and Elie Wiesel, found themselves in a different kind of danger. These people 
and millions of others like them 
were targets of extreme prejudice. 
The war changed everything about 
their lives. Many, like Anne Frank, 
did not live to tell the tale. Yet, their 
stories survive. With a genre focus on 
drama, this Grade 8 unit helped students 
to understand how times of crisis affect 
people. We are immensely proud of all 
the hard work the 8th graders have put 
into their final year of middle school 
and wish them well as they continue 
their journey in high school. Love, Mr. 
Valdez, Ms. Sapp, and Mrs. Cozad!
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Reading
 Hello Eagle Families! The GLMS 
Reading Team wishes you a fantastic 
summer with your friends and families! 
Reading is an essential part of every class, 
and will be vital to your student’s future 
success in school and in life. Throughout 
the school year, your students have been 
developing skills and strategies that have 
aided in reading comprehension and 
helped support their learning. Along 
the way, our team also strived to help 
your students find enjoyment in reading. 
Our goal was to help each student 
discover that there is a book out there 
for everyone! Students have successfully 
finished the year by continuing to read 
and comprehend texts in small teacher-
led groups, cooperatively with peers, 
and independently with a personalized 
I-Ready learning path.
 Over the break, there are many ways 
in which you can incorporate reading into 
your summer routines. Visit the local 
library with your student or have them 
check out books digitally! Did you know 
your student has access to Seminole’s 
OneDrive Digital Library through their 
Clever Portal? If you are looking for some 
new book titles, check out this year’s 
Sunshine State Young Reader’s Award List 
(https://www.floridamediaed.org/ssyra.
html). You can have your students read 
recipes with you when cooking or have 
them read to a younger family member. 
We hope you have a safe and relaxing 
break and cannot wait to welcome you 
to campus in August!

Social Studies
World History:
Hello Eagle Families!
 We hope you and your students are doing well. This week we are completing our final class 
project that required students to create an ancient civilization with their groups! It has been an 
amazing and fulfilling year. Thank you for helping your students transition from elementary 
to middle school life. Next year, students will join Civics and will learn about the American 
government. It would be beneficial if your student could begin to familiarize themselves with this 
subject! Thank you for everything this year and have a great summer break!
Civics:
Greetings Eagle Families!
 As the school year is coming to an end, the 7th grade Civics teachers would like to thank 
every student, parent, and guardian for their support throughout the school year. We are forever 
grateful for the opportunity to teach students about important essentials regarding duties of being 
an informed citizen as well as the emergence of maintaining for the United States.
 We hope students build off all they have learned from the 2022-2023 school year and connect 
such knowledge with their personal lives. Additionally, we wish every student a safe and well rested 
summer! We look forward to seeing familiar faces next year as they embark on their journey 
through U.S. History!
U.S. History:
Hello Eagle Families!
 This year in United States History has been an amazing experience. The students collectively 
worked together to create such beautiful work and projects this year. As we head into the summer 
please remember to be careful as you enjoy your much needed break. For our newly added Advanced 
and Pre-Ap students remember you will be expected to complete a History Fair project so brush 
up on your researching skills! Mr. Massie, Mrs. Ms. Briatico, and Ms. Perez will miss all of our 
8th graders this year as they transition into their new adventures in High School. We wish you 
nothing but the best, and never forget your Eagle Expectations as they will give you guidance in 
your High School career.

Art
 Welcome back to the Eagle Express. 
The end of the school year is upon us, which 
means it is time to start my goodbyes. I hope 
everybody enjoyed their school year, and Art 
Club, if you were a member. We’ll all be doing 
Papier Mache of some sort for the final project 
of the school year. Students tend to love it. 
Enjoy your summers and have tons of fun.

We Need You
to bring this newsletter to press

Help Greenwood Lakes Middle School 
by advertising in the Eagle Express!

Your advertisement helps fund the newsletter and at the SAME TIME 
your business gets community recognition and exposure.

Evan Sokolowsky   •   Evan_Sokolowsky@scps.k12.fl.us
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GLMS Events Update
 Stay updated on GLMS events…visit the GLMS webpage and click on 
the Events tab. http://www.greenwoodlakes.scps.k12.fl.us/

Math
 Sixth Standard - Students will be finishing up 
working on 6th grade material including solving 
equations. Students will then begin working on their 
Final Exam Project.
 Sixth Accelerated - Students will be finishing up 
working on simplifying expressions from a 7th grade 
point of view. Students will also be learning about 
Probability since this is a 7th grade skill that will not 
be in the curriculum for 7th accelerated.
 RAMP 6/7th Accelerated - Students will have 
a refresher to prepare them for Algebra involving 
how to solve 2 step equations with grouping, solving 
equations with variables on both sides, and exponent 
laws. Students will then begin working on their Final 
Exam Project. 
 Pre-Algebra Students will be working on 
multiplying and dividing monomials to help prepare 
them for Algebra 1. Students will then be working on 
their Final Exam Project.
 Algebra will begin working on their Final Exam 
Project. Most of this project can be completed in the 
classroom; however, they may need to work from 
home a little to put some finishing touches on it, so 
they are prepared to present their project during their 
final exam day. 
 Geometry Students will be preparing for Algebra 
II by abstracting a formulation for the sum of a 
consecutive series of numbers. This will use all the 
abstract thinking that students have been working 
on all year to construct models for solving problems 
based on prior knowledge and understanding of 
mathematics and reasoning.
 The entire math team would like to wish our 
students a happy and safe summer break. When you 
are out with your student, discuss how math is used in 
the activities you are doing. This will help connect the 
math content that is learned to the world we live in.

Science
 The science department thanks all students and parents for a wonderful year. 
Students explored a variety of topics including the atom, the cosmos, and everything 
in between! We hope students enjoyed their lab experiences and will continue to 
explore their world throughout the summer. To our 8th graders, we wish you the 
best in high school.
 The summer is a great time for families to look into science (or STEM) camps to 
keep them engaged. The Orlando Science Center, Bricks 4 Kidz, Full Sail, Mad Science 
and the University of Central Florida offer a variety of science or computer-related 
camps that may peak your student’s interest.
 Finally, we thank you for your support throughout the year. Stay curious!

Band
 Thank you for a wonderful year of music making! Our students have worked 
tirelessly to learn and grow their instrumental technique, music literacy, and 
musicianship. I am grateful to all our band students and families for embracing 
band here at GLMS and allowing our program to grow. Some of the highlights 
from the year are: over 50 students participating in Solo & Ensemble, Julian 
Hernandez representing GLMS at the All County Festival, playing at our first 
Lake Mary Jazz Concert since pre-COVID, marching down 1st Street in the 
Holiday Parade of Lights, and introducing each of our kids to an instrument 
they grew to (mostly) love.
 I hope everyone is able to recharge over Summer Break whether that 
means travelling or just laying out in the sun. Please encourage our kids to keep 
practicing! They have scales, long tones, and technical exercises to keep their 
chops up for next school year. This is also a wonderful 
time to start some private lessons to keep 
our students engaged in purposeful 
practice for the next two months. Please 
email Mr. Mindermann about lessons and 
he will get you in touch with great tutors 
in the area.
 Happy Summer Break!!
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Title I
 Parents, please visit the GLMS webpage for information on Family Engagement activities, 
district Parental Involvement opportunities, Florida School grades, and other Title I information. 
You can also visit the front office to review the Title I Binder which contains the School Improvement 
Plan (SIP), the Parental Family Engagement Plan (PFEP), the School-Parent Compact, School 
Report Card, and the Parents’ Right to Know.
 Be sure to check out the updated Title I Parent and Family Engagement website at www.
scps.us/family for information on the Family Resource Center, school-home partnerships, and 
upcoming family workshops!
State Certified and Licensed Teachers and Paraprofessionals
 All Title I schools are required to employ only state certified and licensed teachers and instructional 
paraprofessionals. If at any time your child is taught by a non-state certified teacher, your school will 
notify you. In addition, you have the right to:
• Request whether your child’s teacher(s) and/or paraprofessional(s) meet the state certification 

requirements for the grade levels and subject areas in which they provide instruction. 
• Request whether a teacher and/or paraprofessional is teaching under emergency or other 

provisional status where state qualification or licensing criteria have been waived.
• Request information on the baccalaureate degree major of a teacher and/or paraprofessional 

and any other graduate certification or degree held by the teacher and/or paraprofessional, and 
the field of discipline of the certification or degree.

Forensic Science 
and Legal Studies

 Thank you for all your support 
throughout the year. Forensic Science 
students used deductive reasoning to 
solve the case they have been working 
on this semester. Law & Order students 
have improved their public speaking 
and argumentation skills. 
 We appreciate Shannon Snedaker 
of Snedaker Law for her visits to 
our Law and Order classes! We 
enjoyed her interactive presentation 
where students worked in teams 
to build arguments from different 
perspectives. Students were also 
thrilled to ask questions about what 
it’s like being a lawyer.
 I  look for ward to students 
carrying forward the skills we have 
been practicing. Those students who 
continue with the Forensic Science and 
Legal Studies Program at Lake Mary 
High School may take advantage of 
dual enrollment courses in Forensic 
Science, Criminal Justice or Paralegal 
career pathways. Have a great summer! 

Yearbook
 Congratulations Eagles, you’ve made it! I want to send a note of congratulations to all of 
our students for completing yet another year of their academic careers. It was an absolute honor 
that you trusted me and my staff to document your memories for the last two years I’ve been the 
yearbook advisor, and I sincerely hope you all love this year’s edition of ALTAIR. To the eighth 
graders who are leaving us and moving on to high 
school-- we will miss seeing you in our hallways 
and wish you all the best in your new endeavors! 
To my 8th grade ALTAIR staff members, I hope 
you continue to pursue yearbook and journalism 
in high school and beyond-- this was just the 
beginning! I hope everyone keeps their books 
forever and looks back in twenty years to see what 
a crazy, kooky, group of middle schoolers you all 
were, and the relive the memories you made this 
school year. Have a great summer break!

Support Greenwood Lakes Middle School
by advertising in the Eagle Express! 

This is a wonderful way for your business to get 
community recognition and exposure, and at the 
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Guidance
 We’ve made it! To all those students who have been counting down the days until summer 
vacation, give yourselves a pat on the back for making it. We’re sure there have been ups and downs, 
but never doubt that you are capable of overcoming anything! As always, Guidance is here to help 
you all. We wish you a great summer and for those Eagles returning to us in August, we can’t wait 
to see you again. For our Eagles leaving the nest to high school, remember we’ll always support 
you here at Greenwood Lakes!
• Beacham and Suarez

PBS
 Our PBS team is looking for donations to help supply our school store, The Eagle’s 
Nest, with supplies, snacks, and other items of interest that appeal to middle school 
students. We open our school store on Wednesdays and students can buy items with 
SOAR bucks that they earned in class for good behavior. One of the most requested 
items is individually wrapped snacks such as chips, candy bars, and especially Takis. If 
you would like to help support positive behavior on campus, we are taking donations 
through the My School Bucks QR Code link listed below. We are also accepting items 
that are brought into the school by parents and students. If you drop off items, please 
make sure that it is labeled PBS. 

Thank you for your continued support,
Greenwood Lakes Middle School Positive Behavior Team

Quarter 4 Grades
 Fourth Quarter Grades will be finalized and 
posted to Skyward Family Access by June 1. GLMS 
will no longer be printing paper copies of Progress 
Reports and Report Cards but paper copies can be 
picked up in the front office upon request. Please 
contact the front office in advance if you need a 
paper copy and Mrs. Smith and/or Ms. Haynes will 
schedule a time for pick up.

We need 
your help
to fund this newsletter,  
by advertising in the 

Eagle Express! 
At the SAME TIME 
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