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To provide a world class education.
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through
purposeful student engagement.

For the Parents, Staff & Community of Mariner High School

Dear Triton Parents and Students,

It seems the older I get, the faster the holiday season approaches. 
I was just looking at pumpkins and fake spider webs, which have now all 
been replaced by twinkling lights, wreaths and even reindeer. Each holiday 
season I try to become extra mindful of everything that I am thankful for. 
As the academic leader of a high school, I often reflect on the individuals 
who gave me guidance and inspiration. I think about all the teachers I’ve 
had from elementary school through grad school; I must say that the great 
majority of them had some influence on me, one way or another. One of 
those teachers, Mr. Theodore (Mr. T) made a difference in my life in 6th 
grade. His connection with students is something that I aspire to even today.

I grew up in a large household, the youngest of ten children, two parents, one obese beagle mix and 
usually a few poor college students that my mother took in every year from Kent State University; did 
I mention we only had one bathroom? When I awoke to get ready for elementary school, my parents 
were already at work and when I went to sleep at night they were still at work. My upbringing consisted 
of life lessons from my siblings and the watchful eyes of tight knit neighbors, who like my household, 
left the doors unlocked at night. Without parental guidance, I turned to my classroom teachers to 
fill the void. Mr. Theodore filled that void the moment I walked into his 6th grade classroom at Walls 
Elementary School in 1978.

I will never forget when I first met Mr. Theodore. He was standing at the chalkboard writing something 
with his back turned as I entered his classroom for the first time. Suddenly, he spun around, outstretched 
his arms and exclaimed “welcome to my classroom!” From that moment, I knew this was going to be 
something different, something special. Mr. Theodore was a short, animated stocky man with a Burt 
Reynolds mustache (Smokey and the Bandit 1977) who celebrated the human condition every time he 
interacted with students. He asked us to call him “Mr. T” and greeted us everyday at the classroom 
door with a handshake or a high five. Mr. T drove a Dodge Dart that smoked and rattled when he drove 
through the school parking lot. In the trunk of that rusty oil burner rested hundreds of golf balls, I have 
no idea where he got them. He was an awful golfer and I watched him many times from the cafeteria 
window throwing clubs in the field behind the dumpster and saying nice things during his lunch break 
practice session. If one of his students received a 100% on the Friday spelling test, they got to go 
outside and hit golf balls with him. He was a motivator; I went out to hit golf balls at least five times! 
Mr. T’s classroom was like a fun creative circus. He had guests bring in reptiles, small animals, and his 
friends from the fire department and police department would stop by to chat with us. His classroom 
was exciting, and I never missed a day of school that year because of it. Mr. T encouraged us, this was 
his greatest gift to his students—he believed in his “kids” and he helped me to begin to believe in 
myself. I am thankful for the teaching staff at Mariner High school and for teachers like Mr. T, who make 
a difference in students’ lives every day. 

Dr. Thomas Michel, Principal
Mariner High School
“Fightin’ Tritons”
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Mariner Model UN Club
Our Model UN Club competed in the City of Palms Model United Nations conference held at 
BishopVerot. With over 200 students competing, our small team of four Tritons took first place 
earning best delegate in three of the nine committees, including the most advanced committee 
the security council. Our president, Alayna Martin, won that Debate with her comprehensive plan 
to address terrorism within Europe.

Mariner Band
On November 6th, several hundred 
high school students from Lee Counties’ 
14 high schools auditioned for the 
2019-20 All County Band.  Mariner 
had 9 audition and 7 made the band! 
Please congratulate these students 
when you see them in class.

• Nicole Cruz

• Brendan Patterson

• Jenna Jurkovic

• Bella Garner

• Yacira Santos 

• Hansel Chuy

• Jose Varges

Cape Coral HS (Full Color-Online)

Bringing Back Good Times and Great Food!!
1331 Pine Island Road NE
Cape Coral, FL 33909

Phone: 239-242-0218
Fax: 239-242-0349

Cape Coral HS (2 Color-Printed)

South Fort Myers HS (2 Color-Printed)

Bringing Back Good Times and Great Food!!
4820 Cleveland Avenue
Fort Myers, FL 33907

Phone: 239-275-7850
Fax: 239-274-3663

South Fort Myers HS (Full Color-Online)

http://www.melsdiners.com
http://www.capeflorist.com
http://plumbingrehab.com
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Beacon newsletter is 
mailed out quarterly. 

February 1, 2019
May 2, 2019

September 1, 2019
December 2, 2019

Pride And Patriotism Awards
The 100th Anniversary of the Ending of World War I was celebrated with music, art, pride, and emotions on 
November 7th at Barbara B. Mann Hall with a showcase of student work and live performances. Each grade 
level had its own theme to reflect within an art piece or a poem. The high school competition themes were 
“Signing of the Treaty of Versailles” for 9th and 10th grade and “The War to End All Wars” for 11th and 12th.

Mariner’s Silver Magic Marching Band performed at the ceremony. Their powerful performance 
of “Patriotic Salute,” highlighted the theme songs of each military branch. Their performance was so 
thunderous and so moving that the audience stood as they clapped and cheered with gratitude. 

I was delighted to sit next to our 
very own Jade Nelson, Triton 
Sophomore, who represented Mariner 
High School. Jade’s digital art work 
designed in Mrs. Adkins Digital Design 
class was awarded second-place for 
her poster that depicted “The Signing 
of the Treaty of Versailles”. Her 
cathedral style hall, the artfully written 
and signed treaty, and the handshake 
with the integrated American and 
German flag truly captured the essence of the theme. It was a privilege to escort her to the stage 
where she was presented a medal by Jr. Vice Commander Isaac Osin.

In addition, our very own Cadet Deputy Area Commander Sara Gerega was 
one of the hosts for the entire event. She was an astounding representation 
of our Triton Leadership Academy through our JROTC program. 

Pride and Patriotism is a nonprofit organization that has been in existence 
for 13 years.  Each year, they create a Veterans Day program born of an 
advocacy for the arts and love of country.  They display “pride” in our 
students’ artistic talents on a patriotic theme with the presence of our 
veterans who have afforded students the opportunity to express themselves 
in a free country. 

For more information about the Pride and Patriotism, visit The School 
District of Lee County website (https://www.leeschools.net/news/2018-
2019/november_2018/pride_and_patriotism_art_contest). Watch the 
ceremony on YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QoM1ukfnrc8) 
or visit the Pride and Patriotism website (https://prideandpatriotism.org).

http://www.renaissanceam.net
http://www.selfiescene.com
http://pineislandanimalclinic.com
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2019-20 Attendance 
Policy
In an effort to ensure student learning through 
purposeful student engagement, students must 
be in school.  Attendance and graduation are an 
integral part of what we do at Mariner as it goes 
hand in hand with student achievement. As such 
we want to make sure that students have every 
opportunity for success at Mariner by being in 
attendance for instruction.  Our attendance policy 
outlines attendance expectations, privileges, 
tardies, skipping, and sign-outs. 

At 5 Unexcused Absences (per semester) and/or 
4 Tardies/Sign-Outs (per quarter) - The Assistant 
Principal in charge of attendance will send a letter 
home with the student and make parent contact.

At 10 Unexcused Absences (per semester) and/or 
9 Tardies/Sign-Outs (per quarter) - The Assistant 
Principal makes parent and counselor contact.  An 
attendance contract signed by student and parent/
guardian is put in place with administration. 

*We hold students accountable when they are 
in violation of the attendance policy by placing 
them on an attendance contract and taking away 
the following privileges: 

• Homecoming Dance 

• Grad Bash

• Prom

• Parking Permit (student must remit parking 
pass until further notice)

• Senior Picnic/Breakfast

• Extra-Curricular Activities

• Walking at Graduation

• Participation in Sports

• Temp Placement

• In-campus and school related off-campus 
activity.

*Students will be able to earn these privileges 
back with consecutive attendance to school, 
being on time for classes and limited sign outs 
for 30 consecutive days. Each day the student is 
absent, contract begins over with day 1. Failure 
to return a signed contract results in the loss of 
the same privileges above. 

15 Unexcused Absences (per semester) and/or 
9 Tardies/Sign-Outs (per quarter) - Social worker 
is notified and parent must attend an attendance 
review to discuss possible denial of credit.  

How To Check 
Fees/Fines On Your 
Chromebook
1. On your Launchpad click on 

“INSTRUCTIONAL APPS”

2. Click on “FOLLETT DESTINY”

3. You should be logged in already. If not, 
you log in with the same info you log into 
your Chromebook.

4. Click on top tab “MY INFO”

5. This will show you your current check 
outs and fees/fines. A list of your current 
checkouts will appear first. Scroll down to 
see Fees and Fines.

NOTE: It will not show your Chromebook 
because that is checked out in a different 
system other than Destiny.

TSA 
A Big TSA Thank you!
At Mariner High School, its pancakes and pallet projects that bring lessons alive! 
The Technology Student Association (TSA) served flapjacks at their annual fundraiser to help students 
raise funds to reach the state competition to be held February 2020 in Orlando. In addition, students 
designed and built pallet projects that were sold to breakfast patrons. These fundraisers help students 
learn beyond the classroom and help showcase all that they do for their TSA competitions. 

MHS students participated in a regional competition on November 16th in Bradenton to help them 
prepare for the state competition.  They led their team at the regional competition on November 16th 
at Southeast High School in Bradenton, Florida, and again will compete at the state competition in 
February 2020 in Orlando, Florida. A special thank you to our Platinum Sponsor Jet’s Pizza who has 
been sponsoring these students for over 8 years. In addition, we would also like to thank PureSource 
(http://www.puresourcect.com), GoMulch (http://www.gomulch.com), and Florida Torque Converter 
(www.floridatorque.com) for their sponsorship and in-kind donations. 

For more information about Florida TSA, visit Florida TSA’s website (http://www.floridatsa.org). Follow 
us on Twitter at @MarinerTritons and visit our website Mariner High School (https://mrh.leeschools.net). 

Officers of the 2020 TSA Competition Team! 
These students represent different grade levels, different career paths, and they bring different strengths 
to their team. They will be leading their team at the regional competition on November 16th at Southeast 
High School in Bradenton, Florida, and again at the state competition in February in Orlando, Florida. 

The 2020 Technology Student Association Officers are:
• President - Morgan Russell (Junior)
   Specializes in architecture, photographic technology, & dragster design

• Vice President - Kyle Osbourne (Senior)
   Specializes in architecture, problem solving, & technology bowl

• Secretary - Dylan Cooper (Sophomore)
   Specializes in dragster design, forensics, and on demand video

• Sergeant-At-Arms - Michael Pilatowski (Junior)
     Specializes in music production, dragster design & photographic technology

• Treasurer - Zachary Hudson (Junior)
    Specializes in debate, extemporaneous speech, & prepared presentations

In TSA, students are self-motivated to learn how to bring their designs in robotics, flight endurance, 
fashion design, video game design, dragster, architecture, structural design and many more, to life. 
Students compete and test their abilities to innovative prompts of engineering problem-solving. 
They work along side teachers, classmates, and special guest volunteers to engage in project-based learning. 
TSA provides students a co-curricular opportunity that 
gives them experiences that better prepare them for their 
postsecondary education or career after high school.

For more information about Florida TSA, visit Florida TSA’s 
website (http://www.floridatsa.org). Follow us on Twitter at 
@MarinerTritons and visit our website Mariner High School 
(https://mrh.leeschools.net). 

TSA at the Manatee - West Coast Regional Competition
Our Technology Student Association went to the Manatee - West Coast Regional Competition at 
Southeast High School in Bradenton on November 16, 2019 and competed in the following:

• Computer-Aided Design, CAD Architecture

• Computer-Aided Design, CAD Engineering

• Flight Endurance

• On Demand Video

• Prepared Presentation

• Technology Problem Solving

We placed 2nd in both -
• Computer-Aided Design,
 CAD Architecture -
 Kyle Osbourn, Senior 
 (VP of TSA)
• Computer-Aided Design,
 CAD Engineering -
 Morgan Russell, Junior
 (Pres of TSA)
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Exam Schedule
Tuesday, December 17th

Period 1 7:05 - 8:14

Passing 8:14 - 8:19

Period 3 8:19 - 9:28

News 9:28 - 9:33

Passing 9:33 - 9:38

Lunch A 9:38 - 10:13

Passing 10:13 - 10:17

Period 5A - EXAM 10:17 - 11:52

Period 5B - EXAM 9:38 - 11:13

Passing 11:13 - 11:16

Lunch B 11:16 - 11:52

Passing 11:52 - 11:57

Period 7 - EXAM 11:57 - 1:35

Announcements 1:32 - 1:35

Wednesday, December 18th

Period 2 - EXAM 7:05 - 9:05

Break 9:05 - 9:25

Passing 9:25 - 9:30

Period 4 - EXAM 9:30 - 11:35

Early Dismissal 11:35

Thursday, December 19th 

Period 1 - EXAM 7:05 - 9:05

Break 9:05 - 9:25

Passing 9:25 - 9:30

Period 3 - EXAM 9:30 - 11:35

Early Dismissal 11:35

Friday, December 20th - Last Day of Semester

Period 6 - EXAM 7:05 - 9:05

Break 9:05 - 9:25

Passing 9:25 - 9:30

Period 8 - EXAM 9:30 - 11:35

Early Dismissal 11:35

Links to SAT/ACT Dates
SAT Dates
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/
register/dates-deadlines

ACT Dates
https://blog.prepscholar.com/act-test-dates

Homecoming 2019
This year’s theme was “Wipeout the Wildcats. The week was filled with events enjoyed by all. 
The week started on Monday, October 21, with Dress-Up and the evening ended with Powder 
Puff football/Cheerleading/Tug-of-War. The week continued with Dress-Up Days, Cornhole 
Tournament, Pet/Canned Food Drive, electing Homecoming Court, and other competitive 
events between the Classes. The week ended with the Homecoming Game on Friday evening 
and the Homecoming Dance on Saturday evening.

Homecoming Court:
9th - Olivia Resendes and Andy Ahmetasevic
10th - Gabriela McIntyre, Brooke Yount, Armando Arguelles, R’mani Lewis
11th - Diana Da Silva, Jamie Jarvis, Nicol Touchard, Carlos Gonzales, Kevin Morales, Jordan Wright
12th - Marrisa Gibbs, Mikayla Gonzales, Abby Koval, Kaelani Villanueva, Ethan Duke, Leonardo Perez,
     Jaylen Youngs, Bryan Zapata

Congratulations to the Junior Class of 2021 for their contributions and spirit that resulted in 
them WINNING homecoming spirit week 2019!

Homecoming In Focus
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Mariner Unified Special Olympics Basketball Team

The Triton Wrestling Team
The Triton Wrestling Team will enter the 2019-20 
season with only 3 seniors. They are Chris Campbell 
(captain) 285 lbs. , Ethan Duke (captain) 138 lbs. and 
Aries Tillis 182 lbs. Junior, Mack Koselke (captain), 
is the only returning state qualifier from last year’s 
team. He will be challenged again this year to make 
it to the podium at the state tournament in March. 
We have a good young crop of 9th and 10th 
graders coming in, so it will be a learning experience 
while building a competitive team. The first home match 
of the season is on Wednesday, December 11th, at 6:00pm 
in our gym against Cypress Lake High.

http://www.platosclosetfortmyers.com


7
The Mariner Leadership Academy 
The Mariner Leadership Academy has had an exciting 1st Semester. 
Mariner was selected as one of 47 high schools across the country to pilot the new Leadership Education 
curriculum and technology, which was featured in several local and National media forums last month! 
Your students learned about community service, leadership attributes, how to run a meeting, ethics, preparing 
for interviews, dressing for success, and communicating to lead. Seniors spent several class sessions learning 
about college financial aid and life on a college campus. Your student is part of cutting-edge technology and 
world-class leadership lessons that will help them be better prepared for life after high school. 

The Leadership Academy also sponsors seven special teams at Mariner HS and our students support 
dozens of community events. Check out some of this semester’s results.

The Raider Team went up against 85 of the best teams in the nation and emerged with 2nd Place in 
the nation for the Mixed Team and 4th Place for the Female Team at Raider Nationals November 2-3 
at Molena, Georgia. Also at nationals, Dylan Grant placed 2nd and Ashlyn Wasko placed 19th in the 
individual Ultimate Raider competition. At Districts, the JV Female Team swept 1st Place and the JV Mixed 
Team took 4th November 2 at Lehigh Senior High School. 

The Cyberpatriot team kicked off its season with a competition in October placing in the top 25% of 
over 1,000 teams across North America. Cyberpatriot competitions allow students to practice preventing 
networks from cybersecurity threats (a great skill for future job industry). 

For Veterans Day, MLA hosted the annual Mariner Veterans Day Ceremony November 6 with the entire 
student body in attendance. We were honored to host 15 military Veterans from our community to include 
parents, grandparents, a teacher’s spouse and a three-time Purple Heart recipient. We concluded our 
Salute to Service week with 111 cadets marching in the Cape Coral Veterans Day Parade November 11.

MLA is in the business of helping students achieve steps of success for a successful plan after High School. 
This past quarter, MLA conducted several special field trips to include campus tours of both Fort Myers 
and Cape Tech College.  Cadets also volunteered to support community service events such as beach 
cleanup, Elementary School tutoring, and assisting with the Shell Factory Vietnam Veteran recognition 
event. These types of events support our JROTC mission to “motivate young people to be better citizens”. 
And...just for fun,  we also had a fun trip to Busch Gardens with over 60 Cadets at a reduced cost. 
Check back for more exciting updates in 3rd Quarter!

Congratulations to our 2019 Florida State Champion Raider team!!
The Raider Team are State Champions! Nov.16, the Mixed Team placed 1st and the Female Team 3rd in the 
state. At Raider Nationals Nov. 2-3, the Raiders went up against 85 of the best teams in the nation and emerged 
with 2nd Place in the nation for the Mixed Team and 4th Place for the Female Team at Molena, Georgia.

2019 State Champions

Bridget Zalesak was awarded a $500 
cash scholarship for her dedicated, 
passionate contribution to education.

810 Cape Coral Pkwy E.
Cape Coral, FL 33904

239-549-1740

30 Hancock Bridge Pkwy.
Cape Coral, FL 33991

239-471-7556

LAUNDRY • DRY CLEANING • ALTERATIONS

DROP-OFF & PICK-UP 24/7
See our website for details

www.CapeCleaners.com

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY TO HOME or OFFICE

http://www.shopatace.com
http://www.capecleaners.com
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Class of  2020 Senior News
Sponsors / Google Classroom

• Erica Orjuela - ericaor@leeschools.net

• Nancy Fisher - nancymf@leeschools.net

• Google Classroom Code - ipsdre

Senior Dues

• Paid during 1st semester: $45

• Paid during 2nd semester: $55

 Dues go towards senior year expenses graduation tickets and 
 programs, flowers, senior breakfast, senior picnic, gifts to school, etc.

Senior Picnic - Wednesday, April 8, Mariner High School 

ACT - Tuesday, April 14 

Grad Bash

• Friday, April 17, 2020, Universal Studios, Orlando

• Price- $150 (Includes transportation, ticket price and pre-party with 
dancing, buffet, and DJ on City Walk)

Prom

• April 25, 2020 at the Burroughs Home, Ft. Myers

• Ticket prices: Seniors $10, Juniors $45

SAT - Saturday, May 2

AP Exams - May 4 - May 13 (exception is May 7)

Senior Breakfast - Thursday, May 21 7:00 – 9:00 a.m. MHS Galley

Senior Graduation Practice - Thursday, May 21 9:00 - ? MHS

Graduation

Saturday, May 21, 10:00 a.m., Florida Southwestern College

TBD Dates

• Finest Kind Award Ceremony

• Last Day of School for seniors

• Final Exam Schedule

***All senior information will be posted in the Google classroom, 
please join the class and check for announcements every week! ***

2019-2020 Graduation Date
Saturday, May 23, 2020

10:00am

SunCoast Arena @FSW


