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Happy New Year everyone, I hope you had time to enjoy your family and 
friends during the winter break and catch up on some much-needed rest. We 
are certainly off to a great start with semester 2 and are looking forward to 
continued learning for all our students.
	 We recently completed PSAT testing and were able to test 292 students. For 
any students who were unable to recently test make-up testing will take place 
on Thursday, February 11, 2021. Please let me know as soon as possible.
	 Recently we received our quarter 2 Common Nine Weeks Assessment data. 
Our administrative team and teachers are having detailed data discussions on 
standard analysis where we identify student strengths on these standards and 
the standards students struggle with the most. Examining this data also shows 
us which students are not tracking, in progress of tracking and those tracking 
towards proficiency. Teachers are collaborating in their Professional Learning 
Communities and using these sets of data to make informed instructional 
decisions while developing specific intervention strategies for individual revising 
instruction for the entire class.
	 It’s that time for registrations for the upcoming year, so please be sure to 
see the updates from the Guidance Department.
	 As you continue reading this newsletter, you will see all the wonderful 
and exciting opportunities provided for our students academically, physically, 
and emotionally. Our Mustang Family is dedicated to partnering with you and 
your student(s) for a well-rounded middle school experience here at Markham 
Woods Middle School. We encourage you to reach out to us anytime you have 
any questions. Stay safe and healthy!

Chuck Bennett
Assistant Principal

www.scps.k12.fl.us
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Meet 
our NEW 
Assistant 
Principal
	 John’s life mission is to inspire all people to live 
and serve in a way that enables them to reach their full 
potential. He is in his 14th year as an educator with 
broad experience, having served in a variety of teaching 
and administrative support roles in several counties. John 
is excited and grateful for the opportunity to serve the 
Markham Woods Middle School community by supporting 
teachers and advocating for student success. John is married 
to Dr. Edna Jones Miller and has 2 daughters: Jessica Robyn 
(6) and Jordyn Rose (3).

Guidance
	 Happy New Year Mustang Families! We are 3 weeks into 
the spring semester. Mid-January, we launched our incoming 
6th grade student presentation virtually with our feeder schools. 
The biggest change this year were the presentations held virtually 
and the registration forms were emailed electronically from your 
child's feeder school. If your child was absent for the presentation, 
please reach out to their school counselor at the elementary 
school for a taped version. Registration forms are to be submitted 
electronically by February 1, 2021. Please only submit one course 
registration per child. Markham Woods Middle School will be 
hosting a live incoming 6th grade Virtual Information Night on 
January 28, 2021 at 6p.m. Please visit our social media pages for 
more information.

	 Current student registration will take place mid-late February. 
Additional information will follow via Skyward blasts in the 
coming weeks.

	 If you have 8th grader zoned or attending Lake Mary High 
School fall 2021 and are interested in participating on the fieldtrip 
on February 5, 2021 to tour the school, please have them stop by 
the guidance office to pick up a fieldtrip permission slip. Students 
must use the school's transportation means to participate and 
attend the trip.

Student Government
	 Student government just welcomed in a pool of 6th 
grade students. Many applied and only a handful were 
selected based on an application and interview process. 
Student Government is hard at work preparing ideas for the 
student body and the school. They are excited to try and 
bring clever outdoor Covid Safe events to campus and are 
actively restarting Markham's Recycling Program, working on 
a County wide Anti-Bullying Grant, and preparing for Black 
History Month in February. Students are also assisting in the 
development of new Campus after school clubs.

Request an Appointment with 
Your School Counselor

From the Front Desk
IMPORTANT INFORMATION - PARENTS, PLEASE REMEMBER:

No Drop Offs
•	 Lunches

•	 Backpacks

•	 Homeworks, Books etc.

•	 Sports Equipment

•	 Money

Parent Pick Up
•	 M, T, Th, & F No Later than 3:15pm

•	 Wed No Later than 2:15pm

•	 Please plan Accordingly for appointments

Masks are Required in the Front Office
•	 No Mask, No Entry

–Thank You

Ms. McManus
School Counselor

Grades: 6-8
Last Names: A-K

Visit the link:
https://calendly.com/mcmanuaz

Ms.Kee
Career Specialiast for

at Risk Students

Visit the link:
https://calendly.com/keecz

Mr. Simmons
School Counselor

Grades: 6-8
Last Names: L-Z

Visit the link:
https://calendly.com/seimmontz

https://calendly.com/mcmanuaz
Ms.Kee
https://calendly.com/keecz
https://calendly.com/seimmontz
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DRESS CODE:
	 Masks must be worn at all times in the 
courtyard and halls from covering the nose 
and mouth. Students will be placed on a 
contract if they cannot follow this.

	 The following head gear is NOT 
allowed any ANY time while on campus: 
Bonnets, Bandanas/Do-Rags, or Hoods. 
Detentions will be given to those who 
cannot follow this directive.

	 Pants need to be worn above the hips, 
with belts if needed. Holes are allowed in 
the jeans so long as they are BELOW finger 
tip length.

	 Shirts must be at LEAST as long as the 
top of the pants. No mid-rifts and no belly 
may be shown. Tank tops are not permitted, 
unless a sweater that can be closed is worn.

From the Front Desk
IMPORTANT INFORMATION - PARENTS, PLEASE REMEMBER:

Discipline
	 As we embark on the second semester, students please remember the following:

LUNCH:
	 Lunch is 30 minutes long. Students are given time to eat 
in the Cafe, and then provided time outside to mingle with their 
friends. If a student needs extra time to finish eating, they are to 
let the Lunch Team know and we will provide them a place to 
finish their meal. No student will be rushed to finish their lunch. 
All students are encouraged to get to lunch as soon as they can 
to allow for the maximum amount of time to eat and socialize.

CELL PHONES:
	 Cell Phones are to be put away in their pockets or 
backpacks when in the halls or courtyard (not lunch), or they 
will be confiscated by an adult. Students may pick them up the 
first two times, a parent will need to pick up after that.

TRANSITIONS:
	 Transitions are for students to go directly to class. They 
are not to be out in the halls or courtyard intermingling with 
others. If found wandering or grouping together, consequences 
will be given.

ALTAMONTE SPRINGS
LOCATION:

903 N. STATE RD. 434,
ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL 32714

PHONE: 407-682-1818 

NEW LAKE MARY
LOCATION:

920 WILLISTON PARK POINT
LAKE MARY, FL 32746
PHONE: 407-682-1818

•  Invisalign
•  InvisalignTeen
•  Traditional and 
     Clear Braces

Call NOW for your complimentary consultation!

Dr. Rawle and family

Now offering: Virtual Consultations in the
Comfort of Your Own Home!

Cornerstone Shopping
Center (Publix)

875 Rinehart Road
Lake Mary, FL 32746

http://www.ofsmidfl.com
http://www.rawleortho.com
http://modernpi.com
http://www.giovannisrestaurant.com
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Reading   | Quarter 3
	 Students in Intensive Reading classes returned from 
break and completed their second iReady diagnostic 
assessment. Data from this assessment was shared with 
students during individual data chats. The final diagnostic 
assessment of the year will be held in the spring.

	 Students are expected to complete one lesson each 
week on iReady with a score of 75% or better. Classroom 
time, during both Face to Face and Connect classes, 
has been set aside to allow the students enough time to 
complete their required lessons. Congratulations to our 
2nd quarter incentive recipients who received a sweet 
treat for passing 7 out of 9 lessons and complete! Keep 
up the great work! Quarter 3 incentive is up for grabs!

	 Please continue to encourage your student to 
practice their reading for at least 30 minutes each day. 
This will help your student build up reading stamina 
that will help them with their fluency and build their 
vocabulary.

	 Library cards front eh Seminole County Public 
Library can be obtained online at: https://www.
seminolecountyfl.gov/departments-services/leisure-
services/seminole-county-library/.

ESE News
Hello Mustang Family!

	 As we move through the third nine weeks, 
testing is fast approaching. We want to encourage 
our students to keep the momentum from the 
beginning of the school year going. Remember 
to remind your student(s) that each day is an 
opportunity to do their best, respect others, 
engage in learning, always be positive and to 
manage themselves.

Here are a few tips to help your mustang with testing.
•	 Make sure to eat a healthy breakfast or snack 

before the test.
•	 Use your accommodations wisely.
•	 Stay focused.
•	 Try your best.
•	 Always stay positive.
•	 Never give up!
•	 Get enough sleep each night.
•	 Strive for success!

	 Thank you for your support and for allowing 
us to work with your student(s).

–ESE Team

Spirit
Wear

https://www.seminolecountyfl.gov/departments-services/leisure-services/seminole
https://www.seminolecountyfl.gov/departments-services/leisure-services/seminole
https://www.seminolecountyfl.gov/departments-services/leisure-services/seminole
http://sunnilandcorp.com
http://myENTdoctor.com
http://ChooseOrlandoHealth.com/LakeMaryER
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	 As we begin the spring semester we are excited to welcome more students (and teachers) back to our campus for face to face 
instruction. It is important for everyone that we remember the safety precautions that are in effect to keep us all safe during the 
pandemic. In science classes campus-wide we are working to provide our face to face students with hands on laboratory activities 
while still following the county’s safety guidelines. If all students are not consistently following these rules, it makes it impossible to 
do these engaging activities. Please remind your student to keep their mask over their nose and covering their mouth, to wash their 
hands frequently, and to maintain distancing between themselves and others when possible.

	 Beginning a new semester or nine weeks is always a good time to check your child’s school supplies. Please make sure they have 
paper, pencils, and erasers that they need to be successful. Many students are finding that their interactive science notebook is almost 
full. Please check with your student and assure that they have a notebook that will be sufficient to see them through to the end of the 
year. These notebooks should be saved as they serve as the student textbook for our middle school science curriculum.

	 In sixth grade science students are finishing studying pH scale as well as physical properties. This introductory chemistry unit 
will inform their think for other 6th, 7th, and 8th grade topics like cellular metabolism, chemical weathering, and more. 6th grade 
classes are now gearing up to study the rock cycle and how it relates to Earth’s interior structure. They will see how these ideas are 
used to support the theory of plate tectonics. Ask your student about the process of compaction, weathering, sedimentation, and 
how they relate to igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary rocks. As we learn how the geosphere interacts with itself, we are gaining 
the information and background needed to understand how the geosphere impacts, and is impacted by, the weather events that are 
common to Earth.

	 The seventh grade is studying the cell and cellular processes that are necessary to life. Students will have the opportunity to 
explore the way the cell does cellular respiration, how plant cells do photosynthesis by examining Elodea, and how cells do “day to 
day” tasks like eliminating waste products, obtaining nutrients, and “breathing”. Students have learned the fundamentals of microscopy 
and used microscopes to exam different types of cells and show their similarities and differences.

	 Our eighth-grade students are studying the fossil record and how life on Earth has changed throughout 
Earth’s history. They’ve learned about how fossils form, how paleontologists recover them and study them, 
and what can be learned from them. They have also learned the methods that are used by scientists to in both 
relative and absolute dating. Ask your student about 
the radioactive half-life lab and how they simulated 
dating methods using 3D printed tokens.

	 While courses now have FSA’s and EOC’s please 
remember that there is still a state test for science that 
our 8th grade students will be taking in May. The 
SSA or Statewide Science Assessment is a test that 
covers all of the material they learn in middle school 
science from grade 6 to 8. All grade levels are using 
Study Island as a preparation aid for the SSA, we are 
targeting difficult concepts within each grade as well 
as those that may need refreshing from 6th and 7th 
grade. The students do have access to this from home 
and we encourage them to use it to brush up on tough 
subjects outside of school. If you are attempting to log 
in that you use the link or “Study Island For Schools”.

Science Olympiad
	 In the more competitive space, Science Olympiad 
is hard at work preparing for competition. Many of the 
competitions have switched to virtual this semester but 
our students are as excited as ever to build and present 
a variety of scientific projects such as, Crime Busters, 
Ping-Pong Parachute, and Machines.

Science Department   | February 2020

http://www.cordobaortho.com
http://www.MyEndoHealth.com
http://www.tigerlovespizza.com
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	 The Markham Biomechatronics Program bid farewell to the 
longstanding enthusiastic Mr. Donald Fields last semester. Mr. Fields 
leaves behind a strong core of goals and understanding of how 
Biomechatronics can continue to grow at Markham. This semester, 
Global Solutions and Innovations and Computational Thinking have 
been offered to 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students. Students have spent 
the first few weeks understanding what true innovation is. Students 
are learning how to receive feedback, revise, and reflect when given 
a problem to solve. Global Solution Students will present Global 
Crisis and Solution analysis from crisis in recent memory. Later this 
quarter, these students will grasp the concepts of Design Thinking 
and propose solutions to key problems. Computational Thinking 
Students have begun utilizing the steps to Computational Thinking 
and have approached problems by first, applying decomposition to 
the problems, recognizing patterns, abstracting potential solutions, 
and developing algorithms to solve the problem. Computational 
Thinking students will also be introduced to the basics of Design 
Thinking and electricity this quarter with the creation of robots out 
of a toothbrush and a cell phone vibrate motor as one example.

Math
	 Happy 2021! Although it is a new year, life is still anything but normal and our math 
happenings are being affected. For the second time in two years the annual county math 
festival will not be taking place. Although we are saddened by this, we look forward to 
its return next year. Markham will not be sponsoring a Math Counts team this year, but 
we look forward to participating again next year. We do have some mathletes who are 
participating on their own and we wish them the best of luck. The Mu team is competing 
virtually this year during the months of January, February, and March.

	 On a happier note, with the redesign of period XL, math teachers will be pulling 
students who need some extra help and support every other Wednesday afternoon. In 
addition, with activity busses resuming please listen out for opportunities for after school 
tutoring in math. This will be offered both face to face and virtually. There is also support 
with intensive math being offered at all grade levels for all classes.

	 Please continue to ask your students what they are working on and if they are 
completing their KHAN lessons. Students are assigned KHAN on a weekly basis and 
some teachers are taking these self-graded multi opportunity assignments as a quiz grade. 
This actually helps the students as they are able to earn 100’s on these grades if they 
give their time and effort. These quiz grades are in the same category as unit assessments 
which in turn help students keep their grades in balance if they happen to do poorly on 
an assessment.

407-333-7787

Our mission is to provide “Premier” services and solutions to enhance the property values 
and promote a sense of harmony in the communities we are privileged to manage.
• Commercial • Homeowners • Condominiums
• Committed to integrity, transparency and ethical business practices
• Great communication with board and residents

http://PremierMGMTcfl.com
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ELA
	 All Language Arts classes will be taking 
their second Write Score assessment at the 
end of January/beginning of February. In late 
February, students receive personal rubrics 
from Write Score indicating strengths and 
weaknesses for each writer; this allows 
students and teachers to individualize 
instruction and/or provide group lessons 
based on writing patterns.

•	 6th grade classes are studying 
Greek Myths and the archetypal 
Hero’s Journey.

•	 7th grade classes are getting 
ready for Black History projects, 
highlighting research and writing 
skills.

•	 8th grade classes are writing 
informational pieces and will soon 
be reading the short story “Flowers 
for Algernon.”

EXPERT PLUMBING SERVICE
WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH

BATHROOM FAUCET LEAKING?
KITCHEN DRAIN CLOGGED?
TOILET OVERFLOWING?

CALL US NOW AT
407-797-1900

PLUMBING
EMERGENCY?

MYPERSONALPLUMBER.NET

MY PERSONAL
PLUMBER OFFERS
•  FREE PLUMBING HOME INSPECTIONS
•  WHOLE HOME WATER FILTRATION
•  BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING
•  HOT WATER HEATER REPLACEMENT & REPAIR
•  DRAIN & SEWER CLEANING
•  COMPLETE RE-PIPES
...AND MUCH MORE!

Licensed & Insured
CFCO48302

To make an appointment, 
call our practice or visit 

CentralFloridaPrimaryCare.com.

Expert Primary Care in 
Lake Mary
Compassionate and comprehensive primary care, right down the road 
from Markham Woods Middle School. Now accepting new patients, 
with in-person and video visits available. Our practices are taking extra 
precautions to keep patients safe from COVID-19. 

• Acute and chronic 

disease management 

• Elder care

• Flu shots and immunizations 

• 

• Men’s and women’s health care

• Minor injuries and sick visits 

• Pediatric care (all ages) 

• Preventive health screenings

AdventHealth Medical Group
Family Medicine at Lake Mary
755 Rinehart Road, Suite 200
Lake Mary, FL 32746
407-320-8100

http://mypersonalplumber.net
https://networkofcare.adventhealth.com/central-florida/primary-care?utm_source=Markham%20Middle%20School%20NL&utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_campaign=Market_Strategy_Schools_FL_CS_20&utm_content=Markham%20Woods%20Ad
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	 As we continue to navigate a changing health landscape, one element of communicating music has been pushed 
to the forefront – video and audio recording. But how many of us actually have true “recording spaces” in our homes? 
Here are some quick tips for creating a quiet, disruption free zone for your student (at least for the three minutes it 
should take to record for an assignment!):

1.	 Choosing a Space – Space can be limited at home so the best place to practice and record is the space your 
musician already has available. If you’re able to be selective, an enclosed area (like a bedroom, walk in closet, 
or spare room) is recommended. This allows the student to remain focused while singing. Ideal spaces also have 
enough room for the student to stand up straight and swing their arms freely.

2.	 Limit Interruptions/Distractions – Once your student is ready to begin practicing or recording try to interrupt them as 
little as possible. You can also assist them by eliminating distractions from siblings and pets. Young singers working 
at home often find it difficult to communicate the need for relative quiet while recording/practicing. They express 
that their homes are busy places, and they don’t wish to burden anyone with their request. Opening this line of 
communication with your musician can go a long way toward helping them sing their best.

3.	 Keep Things Positive! – Many of our young musicians have expressed their sensitivity about the quality of their 
singing. You can help them by keeping comments positive and geared toward recognition of their improvement. 

Singing can be a very vulnerable activity; it requires us to 
open our emotions, try new things, and occasionally even 
fail. As our students work through the process of learning 
how their voice works, the best thing we can do is to 
encourage practice and maintain a sense of optimism.

	 While finding the ideal practice and recording space 
isn’t possible in every situation, we hope you’ll be able 
to use some of these tips to make your singer feel more 
at ease while participating in chorus activities and virtual 
performances. Thank you, as always, for your support of 
our program and of your student’s love of music.

Chorus
Helping Your Singer Find A Safe Singing Space


