
MOUNT DORA HIGH SCHOOL

 

Who’s Who at MDHS
Principal: Marlene Straughan

Assistant Principals: Mike Hay, 
Kimberly Walker, Dr. Catherine Slack

Counselors: Debbie Ortega, 
Christie Wilson and Angela Harris

Mental Health Liason: 
Kim Capstraw

ESE School Specialist: Ted Dwyer
ESE Clerk: Kathy Relford

Graduation Resource: 
Anjanette Lannon

Literacy Coach: Lizz Schlotter
Data Clerks: 

Susan Heggie and Judy Crast
Guidance Secretaries: 

Kylee Gardner and Phyllis Comitz
Attendance/ Discipline Clerks:

Stacy Carver and Amy Mikler
Main Office:

Deb Pfiffner and Denise Long
School Resource Officer:

Officer Brooke Wheeler, MDPD

School Guardian:
TBD

Contact Us
 Telephone: 352-383-2177

Fax: 352-383-6466

700 N. Highland Street
Mount Dora, FL 32757
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“It is going to be a 
great year in Cane 

Country as we strive 
to keep MDHS 
Empowered for 

Excellence!”

 Publication for the Parents, Students, Staff & Community of Mount Dora High School

Caring About the Needs of Every Student

2022-2023 Bell Schedule
Huddle Time
7:15 First Bell
7:20 - 8:05 First Period (46)
8:11 - 8:57 Second Period (46)
9:02 - 9:48 Third Period (46)
9:53 - 10:23 Huddle Time (30)
10:28 - 11:14 Fourth Period (46)
11:19 - 12:39 Fifth Period
 11:19 - 11:49 Lunch A (30)
 11:54 - 12:39 Fifth Period A (45)
 11:19 – 12:04 Fifth Period B (45)
 12:09 - 12:39 Lunch B (30)
12:44 - 1:30 Sixth Period (46)
1:35 - 2:20 Seventh Period (45)

NO Huddle Time
7:15 First Bell
7:20 - 8:15 First Period (55)
8:20 - 9:10 Second Period (50)
9:15 - 10:05 Third Period (50)
10:10 - 11:00 Fourth Period (50)
11:05 - 12:30 Fifth Period
 11:05 - 11:35 Lunch A (30)
 11:40 - 12:30 Fifth Period A (50)
 11:05 – 11:55 Fifth Period B (50)
 12:00 - 12:30 Lunch B (30)
12:35 - 1:25 Sixth Period (50)
1:30 - 2:20 Seventh Period (50)

Wednesday
7:15 First Bell
7:20 - 8:02 First Period (42)
8:07 - 8:49 Second Period (42)
8:54 - 9:36 Third Period (42)
9:41 - 10:23 Fourth Period (42)
10:28 - 11:45 Fifth Period
 10:28 - 10:58 Lunch A (30)
 11:03 - 11:45 Fifth Period A (42)
 10:28 – 11:10 Fifth Period B (42)
 11:15 - 11:45 Lunch B (30)
11:50 - 12:32 Sixth Period (42)
12:37 - 1:20 Seventh Period (43)

Baker Field
 Mount Dora baseball 
now plays at the newly named 
“LARRY BAKER FIELD!” 
Thank you Mr. Baker for 
all of your generosity and 
commitment to MDHS and 
Hurricane baseball. You’ll see 
new signs at the field honoring 
Mr. Baker. Go CANES!
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Student Calendar

LAKE COUNTY SCHOOLS

2022-2023 Student Calendar
Board Approved: 2.28.2022    (180 Days)

School 
Month

Student  
Days

MAY May 26 Last Day of Classes/ End of Fourth Grading Period (Friday)
20 Total  

Days 
50

Storm Make-up Days will be determined as needed 180

2023-2024 School Year -  Student Calendar
Board Approved: 02.27.2023   (180 Days)

School  
Month

Student 
Days

AUG  August 10 First Day of Classes/First Grading Period Begins (Thursday) 16

SEP  September 1
 September 4

Non-Student Day (Friday)
Labor Day/Student Holiday (Monday) 19

OCT
October 12
October 13
October 16

End of First Grading Period (Thursday)
Non-Student Day/Teacher Work Day (Friday)
Classes Resume/Second Grading Period Begins (Monday)

9 Total 
Days 44

12
NOV November 20-24 Thanksgiving Holiday/Student Holiday (Monday-Friday) 17

DEC December 20
December 21-29

End of Second Grading Period (Wednesday)
Winter Break/Student Holiday (Thursday-Friday)

14 Total 
Days 43

JAN

 January 1
 January 2
 January 3
 January 4

 January 15

New Years Day/ Student Holiday Non-Student Day (Monday)
Non-Student Day/Professional Development Day (Tuesday)
Non-StudentDay/ Teacher Work Day (Wednesday)
Classes Resume/Third Grading Period Begins (Thursday)
Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday/Student Holiday (Monday)

19

FEB February 19 Presidents' Day/Student Holiday (Monday) 20

MAR

 March 7
 March 8

 March 11-15
 March 18
 March 29

End of Third Grading Period( Thursday)
Non-Student Day / Teacher Work Day (Friday)
Spring Break/Student Holiday (Monday-Friday)
Classes Resume/Fourth Grading Period Begins (Monday)
Non-Student Day (Friday)

5 Total 
Days 44

9

APR 22

MAY  May 24 Last Day of Classes/End of Fourth Grading Period (Friday) 18 Total 
Days 49

Storm Make-up Days will be determined as needed 180

http://ogdenortho.com
https://skymarkroofing.com
http://www.thesaltedfry.com
http://AdvantageCDJR.com
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Florida Statewide 
Grading Scale

 MDHS utilizes the statewide grading 
scale, adopted by the FL Legislature in 2001:

Percent AP / Dual 
Enrollment

Honor
Classes

All Other 
Classes

90-100% A – 6.0 A – 5.0 A – 4.00
80-89% B – 5.0 B – 4.0 B – 3.00
70-79% C – 4.0 C – 3.0 C – 2.00
60-69% D – 3.0 D – 2.0 D – 1.00
0-59% F – 0.0 F – 0.0 F – 0.0

Conferences
 Parents are encouraged to schedule 
conferences with their child’s Guidance 
Counselor during the school year to discuss 
credits, graduation options, post-high school 
plans and concerns. Please call our Guidance 
Desk to schedule.

Checking Out Students
 For the safety and security of all students, 
parents must come into the Attendance Office 
to check out their child. Students are not 
permitted to check out for lunch.

2023-2024 School Year -  Student Calendar
Board Approved: 02.27.2023   (180 Days)
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NHS
MDHS inducts new members to  

National Honor Society!
 On Thursday, March 30th. MDHS had their NHS 

Induction. Isabell Blackwell, President, Aubrey Sellers, VP, 
Hailey Picconi, Secretary, Justin Rodriguez, Treasurer, & 
Claire Classon, Sergeant of Arms conducted the Ceremony 
and it was a very memorable night for the new Inductees. 
Congratulations to the new Inductees: Giulianna Alegre, 
Autumn Barber, Jordan Brough, Peyton Chestnut, Kylie 
Clements, Rachel Dearing, Lawrence DeJongh, Athena 
Dwarka, Naomie Gandaho, Reyna Green, Abigail Isaacs, 
Kaylee Kline, Ella Morris, Niya Patel, Ayla Sevilleno, 
Sophia Vo, & Noelle Vu.

20
23

Senior Class Information
Senior Breakfast  . . . . 4/28 @7am in cane café
Grad Nite  . . . . . . . . . . Busch Gardens; meet in bus loop @4:30pm
Last day for seniors . . 5/12
Senior Awards  . . . . . . 5/12 @9am, MDHS Auditorium
Baccalaureate . . . . . . . 5/15 (yes, it’s a Monday) 6:30pm First 

Baptist Church of Mount Dora
Senior Picnic  . . . . . . . 5/16 10am – 2pm
Graduation Practice . 5/17 @8am – meet in MDHS Auditorium
Graduation . . . . . . . . . 5/18 @8pm – 6:30pm Seniors arrive and 

meet in auditorium; gates open

http://mazenkolaw.com
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State Science Fair 2023

 As many of you remember, we had a wonderful showing at the Lake 
County District Science Fair this year. Of our six projects that attended, 
four of them won first place in their respective categories. While we are 
proud of all our competitors, two of those projects we slated to compete 
at the State Science and Engineering Fair for Florida (SSEF). Our two 
projects were from Ayla Sevilleno and Niya Patel. The competition was 
held from April 4th through April 6th.
 While both students are very busy with their classwork, extracurricular 
activities, and social lives, they were both able to handle the three day event 
with huge success. This means they had to submit more paperwork, have 
more meetings with the district coordinator, plan for the travel and arrange 

absences over the three days 
in Lakeland, as well as prepare 
their boards for display with new 
conditions. Our two competitors 
met the challenge with excellent 
skill, analysis, and thoughtfulness.

  Ayla’s project was based 
on humans’ ability to focus on a 
test after treatment of listening 
to different music. This means 
that Ayla’s project was in the 
category of Behavioral and Social 
Science and ,in a field of 20 other 
competitors, her project took 
6th place. She also received the 
Capital Regional Science Award 
which came with a $25 prize. Ayla 
felt that that experience taught her 

a lot about what judges are looking 
for, and what details of a project matter more than others. She also felt relieved 
that the fair was finally over. When asked about her thoughts about next year 
she stated, “Next year, I think I’m going to not experiment on humans again, 

they’re pretty tough to get to follow 
the paperwork.” We hope next year 
she crafts another unique and well 
planned investigation into a new 
content area!
 Niya’s project was based on 
human rates of cardiovascular 
disease among subsets of the 
population in Lake County. This 
placed her in the Biomedical 
Research category. In a field of 
over 40 projects, her project also 
placed 6th. She was also honored 
to receive the Northeast Regional 
Science Fair recognition award 
for a $100 prize. This was Niya’s 
second appearance at the SSEF in 
two years. This project also earned her a place at the International Science 
Fair in Dallas, Texas next month. Still today, she has collected data from 
over 180 people for her project, and hopes to make some more revisions 
to her project for the month of May. When asked about her experience at 
the state fair, she said she was happy with the outcome and looks forward 
to going back with more next year! She would love to expand her project to 
include placing a heart catheter in mice to measure dietary changes to their 
heart conditions. Until then, we wish her luck in Dallas!
 We are immensely proud of the work of our two scientists in residence 
here at MDHS. Of course, both plan to compete again next year, and we 
look forward to where they go from here. Both students are members of 
the MDHS Science Club, and plan on presenting their experiences with 
the club at the next meeting. All interested parties should keep an ear out. 
Science club meets on every 2nd and 4th Friday of the month in Mr. Olson’s 
room. Through their work, Ayla and Niya hope to show fellow students at 
MDHS that it really is possible to make projects that go the distance.

Niya Patel with her display board.

Ayla Sevilleno with her project board

http://EscottOrtho.com
http://www.shelleysseptictanks.com
https://theankleandfootcenter.com
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ATHLETICS
Mt. Dora High School

School Volunteers
 Anyone interested in volunteering, chaper-
oning field trips or working with students must be 
an approved volunteer. Please fill out the volun-
teer application at www.lake.k12.fl.us and let Dr. 
Slack (Slackc@lake.k12.fl.us) know you applied. 
The process takes approximately 2 weeks.

Athletic Clearance
 All students must be cleared with a 
current physical that is uploaded to www.
AthleticClearance.com prior to participating in 
any conditioning, practice or athletic contests. 
Please see Mr. Larkin, Athletic Director if you 
need assistance.

Transcript Requests
 Part of the college application process 
involves having an official transcript sent from 
MDHS. Students can request a transcript by 
coming into Guidance and filling out a transcript 
request form. Paper transcripts are sent for a fee 
of $2.00 per transcript.

Athletic Department Contacts 2022-2023
Athletic Department Name Email

Administrator of Athletics Mike Hay haym@lake.k12.fl.us
Athletic Director Kevin Gifford giffordk@lake.k12.fl.us
Athletic Director Ted Dwyer dwyert@lake.k12.fl.us
Athletic Trainer Wesley Arrington arringtonw@lake.12.fl.us

Fall Sports
Sport Name Email

Bowling (B/G) Teresa Lawson lawsont@lake.k12.fl.us
Cross Country (B) Lorrie Harrell harrelll@lake.k12.fl.us
Cross Country (G) Cody Adkinson adkinsonc@lake.k12.fl.us

Football Luke Hutchinson hutchinsonl@lake.k12.fl.us
Golf (B/G) Ted Dwyer dwyert@lake.k12.fl.us

Spirit Cheer Lizz Schlotter schlottere@lake.k12.fl.us
Swimming (B/G) Madison Mchaffie mchaffiem@lake.k12.fl.us

Volleyball Kevin Gifford giffordk@lake.k12.fl.us

Winter Sports
Sport Name Email

Weightlifting (G) Kia Larkin larkink@lake.k12.fl.us
Soccer (B) Ryan Eshbaugh eshbaughR@lake.k12.fl.us
Soccer (G) Brian Farwell farwellb@lake.k12.fl.us

Basketball (G) Kevin Gifford giffordk@lake.k12.fl.us
Basketball (B) John Liptak liptakJ@lake.k12.fl.us

Wrestling David Kemmy kemmyd@lake.k12.fl.us

Spring Sports
Sport Name Email

Weightlifting (B) Luke Hutchinson Porchc@lake.k12.fl.us

Softball Mike Ganus sk8ccpm@gmail.com
Track (B) Cody Adkinson adkinsonc@lake.k12.fl.us
Track (G) Susan Heggie heggies@lake.k12.fl.us
Tennis (B) Rodney Torrance torrancer@lake.k12.fl.us
Tennis (G) Jaqueline Holmes holmesj@lake.k12.fl.us

Baseball Chad Drosieko drosiekoc@lake.k12.fl.us
Flag Football (G) Brian Farwell farwellb@lake.k12.fl.us

Honored Canes

Instructional Performance 
Assessment

 Florida Statute 231.29 requires that parents 
be given an opportunity to provide input into 
the instructional performance assessment of 
teachers. During the course of the school year, 
your comments and suggestions are welcome. 
Please feel free to contact the school or send any 
commendations or concerns relevant to your 
student’s education.

Deliveries to the Office
 Please do not deliver food items to the office 
for students other than your own. Due to food 
allergies we cannot allow you to bring food for 
students other than your own.

www.lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:Slackc@lake.k12.fl.us
www.AthleticClearance.com
www.AthleticClearance.com
mailto:haym@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:giffordk@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:dwyert@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:arringtonw@lake.12.fl.us
mailto:lawsont@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:harrelll@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:adkinsonc@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:hutchinsonl@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:dwyert@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:schlottere@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:mchaffiem@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:giffordk@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:larkink@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:eshbaughR@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:farwellb@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:giffordk@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:liptakJ@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:kemmyd@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:Porchc@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:sk8ccpm@gmail.com
mailto:adkinsonc@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:heggies@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:torrancer@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:holmesj@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:drosiekoc@lake.k12.fl.us
mailto:farwellb@lake.k12.fl.us
http://SmathersLawFirm.com
http://DunamisMMA.com
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ATHLETICS
Mt. Dora High School

Track & Field Schedule
Date Opponent Location

TBA 4/19-22  
4/24-28, 2023 District Championships 2A D6 TBA

5/3 Wednesday Regional Championships 2A R2 Astronaut HS 
(Titusville)

5/18 State Championships UNF

Track & Field 
Fundraiser
Track & Field Fundraiser Scan 
the QR code to get access to 
our current Track & Field 
Fundraiser! Please donate or 
share on your favorite social 
media platform!

GO CANES!

http://westorangeroofing.com
http://www.Linktr.ee/ShowtimeUSA
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Softball Schedule
Date Opponent Varsity 25 games/  JV 13

4/21 6:30p Dunnellon (Dunnellon, FL) Game Details:  
Home Senior Night

4/26 6:30p Atlantic (Port Orange, FL) Location: Mount Dora  
High School

4/28 7:00p North Marion (Citra, FL) Location: Mount Dora  
High School

Baseball Schedule
Date Opponent Away/Home Time: JV/V

Tuesday, April 25 Horizon 
(*Senior Night*) Home 7:00 PM

Thursday, April 27 Horizon Away 6:30 PM

Head Coach: Chad Drosieko 
Assistant Coaches: Kevin Gifford, Roberto Hernandez

MDHS has a  
STATE CHAMPION  

in Girls Weightlifting!
 We had a total of 4 girls who qualified for the state meet, including Athena Dwarka, Sophia 
Vo, Ta’Nya Hammond, and Ayla Sevilleno.
 Ta’Nya Hammond and Sophia Vo placed 7th in their weight class. They were only one place 
away from earning a medal.
 Ayla Sevilleno is our first female state champion at MDHS earning not only one, but two 
medals. She earned a 1st place medal in Olympic with a new personal record. She increased her 
total by 10 pounds at states with a 200 lb. clean & jerk and a 145 lb. snatch. She also earned a 4th 
place medal in traditional (335 lb. total).

http://midfloridapediatricdentistry.com
http://comphealthforyou.com
http://ecoroofingdivision.com
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The Drama Department Presents...Lost Girl
 Tickets for the MDHS production of Lost Girl are on sale now in the media center 
or you can purchase them online through the GoFan App. Tickets are $10. Please 
support our drama department by purchasing tickets and enjoy a night out at the 
theater. Refreshments will be available for purchase.

AVID Students
A big congrats to the AVID students. They were all accepted into a college or university.

College Acceptances

Sadie Davis University of West Florida, University of North Florida, Lake 
Sumter State College & Valencia

Alisandro Esquivel University of Central Florida, University of South Florida, Lake 
Sumter State College

Loudly Frederick Florida State University, Valencia, FAMU, University of South 
Florida, Lake Sumter State College

Emma Gregg Warner Southern College, Lake Sumter State College
Skyler Holmes Lake Sumter State College, Santa Fe Community College

Jasmine Jerome Bethune Cookman University, Stetson University, Lake Sumter 
State College

Breanna Perdue Stetson University, State Thomas University, St. Leo University, 
Seminole State, Lake Sumter State College

Jakari Dunston-Randolph
Bethune-Cookman University, Morris College, Illinois State College, 
Florida Memorial, Louisiana State University, Johnson & Wales 
University, Clark Atlanta University, Lake Sumter State College

Elijah Thurmond Lake Sumter State College, Stetson University


