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Principal’s Message
Mariner families,

This letter comes with a sincere thank you to our parents
and guardians. Our students behavior on campus has
significantly improved over past years. This is particularly
surprising given all the difficulties and turmoil during
2020. With a heated presidential election, racial
tensions, economic setbacks, and a global pandemic,
you would think students would be acting out. This has
not been the case and we believe this is due in a large
part to the support given to students at home.

As we start a new year and a second semester of learning,
We are once again asking you to continue, and when
possible, increase your involvement in your students
education. Here are 7 ways to help your student be
successful in school

Make sure your student is in school on time.

Check their grades in Focus every week.

Check their bookbag for organization.

Make sure they have their school supplies with them.
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Set clear expectations like “In our home we
expect you to do your best everyday” or “You
know we expect you to work hard and treat others
with respect.”

6. When they work hard or meet a goal, celebrate their
success in some small way.

7. Let them know that their grades are their
responsibilities-not yours- “| will always support you,
but your success or failure is yours.”

Again, we thank you for helping us achieve a successful
first semester. We look forward to an even better second
half of the school year. If we can be of any help please
contact the school at 941-255-7525.

...continues on next page
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Brief Covid-19 Update
from the Principal

December brought in an increase
in the number of student absences
due to Covid-19. At the time of
this writing we had nine students
out. None of them had gotten
a positive test. Most were out
because a parent or grandparent
in the home tested positive first.
Some students were sick with
Covid-19 symptoms but had not
as of yet received test results.

Our school has had very few cases
and we believe this is because
our students and staff have been
faithful in complying with the
mask mandate. Without parental
support, the requirement to wear
masks would have been a difficult
challenge. This has not been our
experience. Even though we are
all tired of wearing masks, our
students and staff continue to
do so successfully. Unfortunately,
we anticipate the mask mandate
remaining in affect for the 3rd
quarter. Let's hope for a brighter
outlook for the end of the school
year. Thank you for supporting us
as we try to keep your student safe
and healthy.

Lyman Welton
Principal
Murdock Middle

Family Engagement

PTO

This quarter, PTO has sponsored the staff holiday party, continuing to
celebrate staff with a personalized item for their birthdays, as well as gifting
the school $500 towards getting a new logo printed on the gym floor. We
also have helped sponsor the 4.0 luncheon from Moe's Restaurant, and
this upcoming 4.0 luncheon from Chick-fil-a. We meet the 3rd Tuesday
of the month, and you can join us virtually, in person, or by phone. Next
meeting is January 19, 2021.

NJHS

This quarter NJHS has worked hard getting the school clothes and shoe
closet up and organized. These kids are working on doing our first school
wide Spelling Bee! They have organized this Spelling Bee with the help
from Mrs. Ping on getting the words, ordering trophy's, as well as a
celebratory luncheon for the winners of each grade level.
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| just wanted to tell everyone, that SNACC committee (which is mostly all
of CHAMPS cafe in the district) headed by the President our own Heather
Reid of Champs, took up a food and clothing drive for our school. |
went and spoke to this group, telling them the needs of our community
here at Murdock, and in just a short couple of weeks they have filled our
pantry and gave so many things to our closet. | believe that we need to

I | provide our kids with everything they need to be
' successful from education to making sure they are
not hungry, to providing them adequate clothing
to live day to day. If you know of kids that are in
need, please let myself or the counselors know
and we will do whatever it takes to help these kids.
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Many thanks to Louse Hall who bought $300 worth
of clothes for our clothes closet.

BCT Program

Charlotte Technical College and Murdock Middle are partnering to bring
a Building Construction Technology (BCT) program to middle school. It is
a pilot program. Starting 2nd semester, twenty-five 7th graders will attend
a BCT STEM course taught in our campus. Twenty-five 8th graders will
attend a block class on the CTC campus. Both programs are hands on.
Students can elect to continue the program in 9th grade.
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Winter Media Center News

Although the weather is warm, it's still a great time to cozy up with a good
book. Students are welcome to visit the library during the school day to check
out books, work on research projects, and enjoy a little quiet reading time. In
addition to the school day, the Media Center is open in the morning before
1st period. During this time, students can work on homework, read, check out
books, do personal research, and catch up on current events.

We now have ebooks and audiobooks available! Students can access these
materials using MMS SORA, which is on Classlink, or by using the SORA app
on a smartphone. The SORA app is a free download. We have over 200 titles
available and are adding new ones each month.

Our Mariner Reading Challenge is in full swing. The purpose of the challenge
is to have students read titles they normally wouldn’t choose, such as non-
fiction and biography. It is styled like a bingo card. Students can choose which
squares to fill using the twenty-five categories. Rows, columns, four corners,
and a full card earn rewards. Students have until the beginning of April to
complete the challenge.

This year the library has been host to several activities. Selected Language Arts
students viewed a live virtual play and were able to speak with the playwright.
Art club and Mariner Pride continue to meet after school. Reading students
have benefited from the reading environment to choose and read books that
help them grow as readers. Credit Recovery students have been making great
strides and are on their way to having all the credits they need to continue to
the next grade level.

We are looking forward to a terrific second semester. For more information
about the Media Center and the programs offered, please visit our web page.
Thank you for your continued support.

Nurses' Alert +

Florida Law requires all students 10 years old or older to have a Tdap
(Tetanus) vaccine, this is Mandatory for entrance into 7th grade. Parents
please get a head start and have your 6th grader vaccinated to avoid the
crunch next year.
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WE KEEP YOU COOL & HEAT YOUR POOL!
5 Pool HEATING
514 o1 .o

" CALL NOW - 941-629-ALEX (2539)

www.629alex.com

License #’s: CAC1
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815523 & CPC1458293.
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Benne

PRIVATE WEAL

TH MANAGEMENT

landsberghennett.com

(941)

391 -8000

NORTHSIDE

NP

Psychiatric Services

24 Hour Crisis Line
941-575-0222

Services for children, teens, & adults:

* Individual & Group Therapy

* Teleservices

* Bullying

* Trauma Therapy
* Psychiatric

* Psychiatric Services
* Parent/Child Conflict
* Anger Management
* Case Management

(941) 639-8300
1032 Tamiami Tr. #107, Pt. Charlotte
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Mariner Nation Spelllng Beel!!
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7th graders in
round 2 of the bee!!!!

6th graders in round 2 of the bee!!!!
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8th graders in The Champions!!!!
round 2 of the beel!l!

North Port
Primary Care, P.L.

Girish D. Patel, MD

Board Certified in Internal Medicine

2500 Bobcat Village Center Road, Suite E
North Port, FL 34288
Monday-Friday 9:00-5:00
Conveniently located next to Sarasota
Memorial ER & Health Care Center!
Phone 941-429-4744 ® Fax 941-429-4754
northportpca@hotmail.com

Medicare and most insurance accepted.

Are you getting the fiduciary
\ ' H I b I S c u S advice for your retirement that
you deserve? Call us for a
INVESTMENTS no-obligation review.

www.hibiscusinvestments.com
Powered by Landsberg Bennett (941) 391-8140

Landsberg Bennett Private Wealth Management (“LBPWM?”) is an SEC registered investment adviser with its principal place of
business in Punta Gorda, Florida. Investing involves risk, including risk of loss. For additional information about LBPWM, please
request our disclosure brochure as set forth on Form ADV using the contact information set forth herein.
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PE / Sports

Physical Education is rolling right
along. We are still doing as many
activities as possible that do not
involve any equipment and use of
our hands; but, with the approval
of our principal and other county
leaders, we have started to offer
basketball and volleyball with limited
numbers of participants. Students
are required to wear masks at all
times during these activities and
they are optional for their FITT Friday
Reward choices. The students have
responded well to these activities
and we continue to do our best to be
physically active and healthy while
following CDC guidelines.

—Aaron N. Walker, Physical Education

Yearbook

Mariner Parents students are steadily
working on your child’s 2020-2021
Mariner Yearbook. This school year
has been like no other, and our
students have come up with awesome
and unique methods for covering this
year. If you haven't already made sure
to reserve your child’s copy of the
2020-2021 Yearbook. This book will
be like no other. Price is currently $30
and Mr. Hoyle accepts cash or check
(Check made out to Murdock Middle
Yearbook). If you would like to order
online use the following link.

https://ybpay.lifetouch.com/Order/
SelectTask

Yearbook ID: 14272521

MARINER 2020/21
YEARBOOK PRE-ORDER

e Cash or check to Mr. Hoyle E2

* Order online at https://ybpay.
lifetouch.com/Order/SelectTask

® Yearbook ID: 14272521

Mariner Nation Girls
Volleyball Team!!
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Maura Stanchak, DDS, MS

Specialist in Orthodontics

941-249-9193

18334 Murdock Circle ¢ Port Charlotte, FL 33948

www.SlackOrthodontics.com

Complimentary Shop-at-Home Service

Your Ultimate Window Treatment Genter
Manufacturers of Plantation Shutters

941-743-2646

www.blindspotetc.com

1312 Market Circle, Unit 9 e Port Charlotte, FL 33953
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Pastor Devin and her congregation from Wintergarden
Church, took time to hand deliver individual boxes of
cookies to staff and get a nice treat for the holidays.
Following all COVID guidelines.
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. FORTIFYFL

® SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY REPORTING APP

QUICKLY AND EASILY SUBMIT A TIP

f the thr sh

Anonymous or Convenient Include Photos
Non-Anonymous and Video

You decide whether
you want to include
your name and contact
informertion.

Submitting o tip is quick You can also include
and easy using our photos or video with
mobile app or website. your tip report

QUICKLY SEND TO AUTHORITIES

FortifyFL automatical ] (s] nen

Your School Officials

B The tip report goes to your local school officials
when submitted.

> FORTIFYFL

| Local Law Enforcement
|
| Your local police department or sheriff office

ll receive copies of your tips automatically.

e Yl siate-Level Officials

<5 ~ | State-level officials also have access to your tips
f to make sure proper steps are faken.

#FORTIFYFL
GETFORTIFYFL.COM

£ 0o " GETITON
[ ¢ App Store b Google Play

Ways For Students To Report

1. Verbal reports to any adult
2. Written reports to adults
3. Anonymous Reports: Use online school website - the “Bully Button”

WHAT CAN A STUDENT DO IF THEY ARE BEING BULLIED?
e Say something to an adult e Find a friend
e Askforhelp e Exitthe area

DARA B. SORAH, CPA, PA.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT AND CONSULTANT

Florida Institute of Gertified Public Accoarting/Amenican Institute of Certilied Public Accounting

DARA B. SORAH, CPA

1435 COLLINGSWOOQD BLVD, SUITE G
PORT CHARLOTTE, FL 33948

Ph (841) 979-8860 Fax (941) 885-7155
dsorah@darabsorahcpa.com

DOGGY DAY CARE & BOARDING

CAMP BOW WOW® PORT GHARLOTTE
941-875-9410 - campbowwow.com/port-charlotte

L W alid enly at Po ott n.
;
v
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Simply Smiles, P.A.

Dental Studio & DentiSpa

:7@7@/@ IN. Boeetiler DIND.
“The ([/m({/[ Fai 1//

911-625-5141

17912 Toledo Blade Boulevard, Suite B
Port Charlotte, Florida 33948
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TV Production

Hey Mariner Parents, TV production has been
full steam ahead for the last few months
and the students have risen to the unique
challenges of supporting school-wide efforts
due to Covid-19. Our team has been actively
tasked with live streaming a multitude of events
such as award ceremonies, Spelling Bees, and
of course our Mariner athletics. Make sure to
subscribe to our YouTube channel WMAR to
get notified of all school events.




