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School Calendar for November and December
Sarasota County School District Superintendent Dr. Brennan Asplen has asked the 

School Board to give teachers two additional planning days.
Monday, October 12 – No School for Students. Teacher planning day.

Monday, November 18 – No School for Students. Teacher planning day, deep 
cleaning of school buildings, and reapplication of OmniShield antiviral spray.

*The end of the school year is unaffected by these dates.
These changes do not affect the following days off, which were already scheduled:
Monday, November 2 – No School for Students. Teacher work day for end of Quarter 1.

Wednesday, November 25 through Friday, November 27 – Thanksgiving Holiday for all 
students and staff.

Monday, December 21 through Friday, January 1 – Winter Break for all students and staff.

Out of Field Teacher Information
For the school year 2020-2021, the following teachers are considered “Out of Field” by 
the FLDOE:
Keianna Bennett – Out of Field Area ESL

Al Curtiss – Out of Field Area ESL
Jonathon Garmon – Out of Field Area Math

Elizabeth Haga – Out of Field Area Reading
Angela Hawash Abu Eita – Out of Field Area ESL

Candace Hurley – Out of Field Area English 6-12
Earl Iler – Out of Field Area ESL

Brian Jozwiak – Out of Field Area Health
Nicole Kennedy – Out of Field Area ESL

David Mannino – Out of Field Area ESL, Reading
Christina Martinez – Out of Field Area ESE

Martha Cathy M’Bark – Out of Field Area English 6-12
Michelle McKelvy – Out of Field Area ESL

Cheryl Williamson – Out of Field Area ESL
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Excerpts from student

reporting on the Bobcat Nation 
Newspaper website.
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THE STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT
An Important Document for Students in Sarasota County
By Leny Ocasio, Newspaper Policy Editor

What is the Code of Student Conduct? Where can you find The Code of Student 
Conduct? Why is The Code of Student Conduct so important? Are all common 
questions asked by North Port High School students right around the beginning 
of the school year. The Code of Student Conduct is a set of rules made to keep 
students safe and help maintain a positive learning environment while attending 
North Port High School. The Code of Student Conduct is available to the public 
at SarasotaCountySchools.net. This document is important because it answers any 
questions a student may have, the student dress code, and helpful regulations to help 
improve North Port High School’s learning environment

To begin with, The Code of Student Conduct can provide answers to any unanswered 
questions a student may have. The guidelines include anything from electronic use to 
technology use. In addition, these expectations include a helpful glimpse of the student 
dress code. The student dress code holds importance due to the fact everyone is expected 
to dress for success. While students learn, they are expected to not be a distraction inside of 
the classroom. Lastly, the Code of Student Conduct provides helpful rules used to maintain 
a safe learning environment on campus, with procedures for school shootings, severe 
weather, fire, and other emergencies.
In conclusion, The Code of Student Conduct holds importance all around school to 
ensure student’s academic success. Please make sure to read and review the Student 
Code of Conduct as it pertains to everyone on campus. Remember North Port Works, 
North Port Wins!

Football player Brandon Paige rocks his football jersey 
while showing his Bobcat Pride, mask and Student ID 
badge. (photo by Scarlet Schaffner)

UPCOMING SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHY EVENTS
By Ms. Lord, Journalism Adviser
October 29: Grades 9, 10, 11 school pictures. Remote students (Grade 9-11) should have 
signed up for a portrait time through their English Teacher. Remote student portraits are 
from 3pm-5:30pm on October 29. You can save money if you order picture packages in 
advance on www.cady.com/portraits. After picture day, you will need the proof code to 
order a package online.
November 3: Senior Portrait Sessions: Book online at www.cady.com/book. The cost is 
$30 and includes yearbook, cap & gown, and casual photos.
December 9: Grades 9, 10, 11 school picture retakes.
Winter Sports Athletes: Check with your coach for details once your season begins. 
Photo packages can be ordered in advance for a discount!

Ravenclaw House's Zoe Gotsch sits at lunch socially 
distanced from other students, and makes sure to wear 
her face covering and her Student ID card. (photo by 
Scarlet Schaffner)
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WHY VOTING MATTERS
By Julie Shkraba, Bobcat Nation Newspaper Staff
With elections coming up on a national 
scale, like the presidential election coming 
up quickly on November 3rd of this year, it 
is knowledgeable to remember why voting is 
important. The voting age requirement in the 
United States of America is 18 years old. If 
you meet the essentials of registering to vote, it is influential to make your voice heard because 
voting will determine how the future looks for you, family, friends, and your whole country. Voting 
for someone that represents the same views on current issues, ensures that your opinions are 
shared and represented. It is necessary to know what is going on during the presidential campaign 
from both political parties (Democrats and Republicans). Knowing what actions the candidate will 
take if elected will impact every American citizen. This year’s registration deadline was October 
5th. The general election is November 3rd.
It is also important to remember to vote for Student Government Association Officers. Voting for 
SGA officers in your grade level is significant because they get to take what you want to happen in 
school to administrators and make it a reality. SGA officers are students that are qualified for the 
job they have. They decide things like the theme for the Spirit Week, the Homecoming Dance, 
Prom, and many other events that happen at NPHS. Voting for a person that can express your 
interest in events at school can help improve the experience of your high school career. The way 
that you can vote for an SGA officer can be accessed through Blackboard under the module 
named NPHS Voting Class of ______, (in the blank of the year you graduate). Be sure to give that 
page a look when voting is available.

TRUMP BANS TIKTOK
By Angelina Evilsiser
Donald J. Trump is still fighting with the courts to get TikTok banned. Donald 
Trump believes that Byte Dance, the company that owns TikTok, will give the 
information of the American people to the Chinese government. The Wall 

Street Journal had this to say, “If you use TikTok, the app collects a range of information such as 
location data and your internet address, according to its privacy policy, and it tracks the type of 
device you are using to access its platform. It stores your browsing and search history as well as the 
content of messages you exchange with others on the app.” Jon Callas claims the Chinese apps 
tend to collect more information than necessary.
TikTok has 2 billion downloads worldwide and is still rapidly growing. Donald Trump is untrusting of 
the company Byte Dance with lots of information about the American people. Donald Trump says, 
“Byte Dance is nothing but a mouthpiece for the Chinese government.” Byte Dance denies these 
allegations, saying that these accusations by Donald Trump are prejudice, yet none of these claims 
have been proven. TikTok says that the information that they collect is less personal compared to 
what American companies collect.

http://GulfCoastMedicalGroup.com
http://tommys-express.com
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THE HEROES OF NORTH PORT HIGH SCHOOL
By Kyah Palmisano, Bobcat Nation Newspaper Staff

The Hero program, which has been in effect since November 2018, has helped students 
make better decisions on campus. It has worked because students are more focused on 
getting to their next class on-time rather than staring at their cellphones texting their 
friend or playing games. Hero has also given students incentives to go the extra mile in 
improving their school by doing things such as helping someone else who needs assistance 
even if it means rushing to your next class.
Did you know that Hero is not an acronym? According to Hero coordinator Joy Popity, 
“Hero doesn’t stand for anything. PRIDE stands for many letters. They are the aspects of 
Hero, which is positivity, respect, integrity, discipline, and excellence.” PRIDE means that 
our school is an environment where everyone from students, teachers, staff, and parents is 
safe and welcome.

There are positive and negative Hero points. Positive points are given to students who go “above and beyond” when it comes to expectations, 
such as helping another student when assistance is needed. Positive points can be used to purchase items like candy and soda starting, September 
25. There will also be a pizza party with Mr. Johnson. Unfortunately, there are also negative points students earn by negative actions, such as 
skipping class, showing up late to class, or being rude to staff. Enough of these negative points can earn a student lunch detention, after-school 
detentions, and even an in-school detention. The good thing is most students do not get to that point. “They’re not slowly getting to class,” 
assistant principal Julie King says of students since the Hero system began at North Port High School. “They’re not standing around ignoring 
the bells. It’s working.”

• Water
• Chips
• Crackers
• Notebook
• Folder
• Soda

• Little Bites
• Oreos
• Gatorade
• Pass to the Front of 

The Lunch Line
• One Pass to Home 

Athletic Event
• NPHS Tee shirt
• Hero of the Week 

Parking
• Beat the Crowd Pass
• Pizza with Mr. Johnson

More prizes will be added as the school year continues. See the HERO table at your lunch on Fridays!
My opinion: I think that students should be given surveys asking what they do and do not like about the Hero program. I look forward to knowing 
how many students have the most points and what prizes they have earned. continued on next page...

Stop by and say hello to Mrs. Popity at the 
HERO table every Friday during lunch. You can 
check out rewards or redeem points using the 
HERO app.

Make sure to download the app to see how 
many positive points you have, so you can 
keep track of them. Points can be redeemed 
for some of the following items:
• Mini candy
• Pencil accessories

Your Connection to a Healthier Life

http://suncoast.edu
http://allinchs.com
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This system reminds me of a similar system in the middle school 
dormitories when I was a student at The Florida School for the Deaf 
and the Blind. I like to call this the Grading System because it is like 
being graded on how respectful and responsible you were. If a student 
did everything he or she was supposed to in a timely manner, the student 
was given a check for that day. If a student was late to the bedroom or 
took a shower late without a valid reason, or was disrespectful to other 
students or staff members, the student was given a zero for the day. A 
student could receive one check or zero in the morning and one check 
or zero in the evening. If a student earned enough checks, they would 
be promoted to the next level, which means that the student could go 
to bed a half hour later and would have more time to get things done. 
If a student earned two consecutive zeros, he or she would be under 
dorm restriction, where the student would not be allowed to leave 
the dormitory, even to go to the cafeteria for breakfast or dinner. If 
a student received three consecutive zeros, he or she would be under 
room restriction. This would mean that this student could not leave his 
or her bedroom except to use the restroom or get a drink of water from 
the water fountain. Earning ten zeros resulted in demotion from level 3 
to level 2 or level 2 to level 1.
PBS (Positive Behavior Support) tickets can be earned for going above 
and beyond in ways such as helping a new student get to extracurricular 
activities and can be used at the PBS raffle auction at the end of the 
school year. Our system here at NPHS uses similar ideas and I am 
excited to see it in action.
Updates to come.

THE HEROES OF NORTH PORT HIGH SCHOOL
...continued from previous page

These custom NPHS 
HERO tumblers can 
be redeemed using 
HERO points, but 
only while supplies last.

Because of the current pandemic, staff are making 
sure “treats and prizes are individually wrapped.” 
Choose from a variety of tasty snacks to “buy” 
with HERO points.

DIGITAL ART AND DESIGN
By Simona Sugar
Why is digital art important? Instant Shareability. Because 
digital art creation is already stored on a digital device, it is easier 
for artists to share their work in its highest form. Work can be 
shared digitally on websites and through social media instantly. 
Digital art is very much easier, can be done with much ease in 
sketching, coloring or shading, layering and so on. Edit tools enable 
undo and settings help to work on layers for every sequence.
Digital Art is valuable because it’s blockchain technology that 
allows digital art to exist and to be verified as unique. Of course, 
the amount someone is willing to pay for art determines the value. 
However, digital art now surely has characteristics to be considered 
valuable art: It can be verified as a unique creation.

Mrs. Brittany Rutherford’s advanced design students have a printing 
business to design and sell posters. Led by Garrett Plummer (Class of 2021), 
earnings from the business become scholarships for students.

http://www.crossbite.com
http://thinkingcenter.com
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USE YEARBOOK SNAP
By Mia Ventriglia, Newspaper Policy Editor

This app makes it so that students and parents can submit their own photos through 
this app. Your photos would be like any other you usually take but for school purposes. 
These photos can be put in the North Port High School Yearbook!
My experience with the app was great! When you install the Yearbook Snap app it’s a 
quick install. When you open this app, it’ll bring you to the Community Upload. First 
you need to click on the arrow at the bottom right, it’s orange by the way. Next this will 
bring you to the Find Your School tab and then you type in your school name. Then you 
put in the code, the access code from the school, which is BOBCAT. This will take you 
back to the Community Upload screen and now it’ll bring you to Categories. For each 
category you can upload five photos.

When you click on one of the categories there are two buttons at the bottom. The one on 
the bottom left is the add photos, either you add photos from your gallery, or you can take 
a photo from there, the app. When you upload a photo, you can see a little red x in the top 

right corner of the photo you uploaded onto the category. If you click this little red x then you 
can get rid of the photo. The button on the bottom right uploads any of the photos you added 
on to the app in the category you’re on currently.
This is pretty much all there is to know about the Yearbook Snap app! I hope many students 
try this out and get into the schools’ yearbook. Let your inner photographer shine with the 
Yearbook Snap app!!!

How to Use Yearbook Snap...
1. First, you’d download the app, Yearbook Snap is available in the App Store or the Google 

Play Store, and enter our access code: BOBCAT
2. Then go to the yearbookforever.com and enter North Port High School.
3. Then click on Community Upload and enter the access code: BOBCAT
4. Upload your photos and you might see them in the yearbook when you open it in June! 

Yearbook staff will contact you via email if more information about your photo is needed.

Yearbook Snap allows NPHS students and families 
to submit photos from special events and daily 
activities. Submitting photos gives permission for 
them to be used in the 2021 Legend Yearbook.

BRADENTON • VENICE • LAKEWOOD RANCH • ONLINE

ASSOCIATE

BACHELOR’S

CERTIFICATES

APPLY TODAY! 
SCF.edu

State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges to award associate and baccalaureate degrees. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA
30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota. State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota does not discriminate on the basis of sex, pregnancy, race, religion, age, national origin/ethnicity,
color, marital status, disability, genetic information or sexual orientation in any of its educational programs, services and activities, including admission and employment. Direct inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies to: Equity Officer, 941-752-5323, 5840
26th St. W., Bradenton, FL 34207.

Earn tuition-free college 
credit while in high school.

SCF.edu/EarlyCollege

EARLY 
COLLEGE

Dual Enrollment

TUITION IS 50% LESS
THAN THE COST OF UNIVERSITY

—

yearbookforever.com
http://www.scf.edu
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ACCESSORIZE, PRIORITIZE, 
AND ORGANIZE YOUR 
SCHOOL YEAR
By Alexis Jankowski, Newspaper 
Academics Editor
This 2020-21 school year is a huge 
adjustment to everybody, no matter the 
grade or if you are in class remotely or 
physically. With most classrooms being 
reliant on technology, this may be new to 
some and it may be difficult to focus or keep 
up with the class.
Here are some tips to hopefully help you 
focus on classes in which it may be difficult:
• Find your area of focus: If you are about to 

learn something in a lecture, acknowledge 
that by the end of the lesson, you should 
be able to know what that concept is. 
Consider writing down what you should 
know by the end of the lesson and strive 
to maintain focus to meet that goal. The 
Learning Intention and Success Criteria 
posted by your teacher can help you 
check your learning.

• Avoid distractions: Although you may 
want to sit next to your best friend in 
class, if you know you will get nothing 
done if you’re seated next to them, 
you may want to refrain from doing so. 
Refraining from all possible distractions 
can help you focus on the lesson/ 
assignment and only that.

• Be engaged in class activities: If the 
class is doing an activity or discussion 
together, get involved! Testing your 
knowledge in an activity or discussion 
can help strengthen your knowledge 
or inform you more. Asking questions 
is another tip to stay engaged during 
lectures. This can help you receive 
clarification on the material being 
taught and teachers are there to help. 
So, make sure to ask away!

These tips will help you better improve your 
focus, as a student you need to put in the effort 
to actively engage in the class material so you 
can better interpret the information. Another 
struggle this school year, with a lot being online, 
may be organization. Some students may mix 
up deadlines or forget to turn in assignments or 
even cannot find an assignment.
Here are some techniques to stay better 
organized:
• Folders: On a computer or whatever 

device you may use, having separate 
folders for each class to better organize 
online assignments is beneficial. You 
can easily navigate to which class 
you may need to find an assignment. 
Also, on cell phones, folders are also 
beneficial for apps you may use in class 
such as Remind, Class Dojo, Hero, etc.

• Have a planner: Whether you like to 
physically write down deadlines or you 
would rather type them into a calendar 
on your phone, a planner is extremely 
helpful. Keeping track of homework 
due dates, project deadlines, or even 
dates of tests and quizzes can help 
you better prepare yourself for these 
assignments and prevent you from 
missing deadlines.

• Know when each class is, and arrive 
on time: Know when each class starts 
and ends so you can make sure you 
are prepared for every class. Have 
notebooks or binders ready if you are 
taking notes and make sure you are 
actively participating! Organize your 
supplies for each class and have them 
ready so you don’t have to struggle to 
find supplies before class begins.

Following these organization techniques and 
focus tips can help you out this stressful 20-
21 school year. Try your best on everything 
you do and make sure to stay on top of your 
classes. Let’s make this a great school year!

HOW TO USE THE ONLINE 
SCHOOL STORE
By Ms. Lord, Journalism Advisor
The Online School Store is available for 
students and parents to make purchases 
relating to their school experience. You 
can purchase Athletics advertising, pay 
class fees for art and music classes, pay your 
Media Center fines for overdue books, and 
other items.
The great feature of the school store is there is 
no need to send cash to school with a student 
and hope the cash makes it to the destination. 
Parents and students can make sure that items 
are paid for on time, correctly, and the money 
gets where it needs to go! It also helps our school 
staff more easily keep track of your payment.
To access the School Store, go to our school 
website (http://northporthighschool.net). Click 
on “Resources” at the top. Then scroll down and 
click on “Online School Store.” Search through 
the store to find the item you need to purchase. 
Make sure to follow any specific instructions given 
in the purchase item.

MOST ANTICIPATED GAMES FOR 
PLAYSTATION 5
By Jonnathan Faura
5. Final Fantasy XVI
4. Resident Evil Village
3. Call of Duty: Black Ops Cold War
2. Spider-Man: Miles Morales
1. God of War Sequel. The last and final trailer 

in the PS5 presentation was a teaser for the 
sequel to 2018’s Game of the Year winner – 
God of War. When you see the reactions to this 
on YouTube or Twitter, you can tell just how 
excited the gaming community is about this 
game, people were shouting in joy or sitting in 
complete shock at this reveal, even people who 
haven’t played a God of War game before.

http://northporthighschool.net
http://www.caraoverbeck.com
http://BatesFlags.com
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TEEN COURT OF SARASOTA: A REDEMPTION FOR TEEN OFFENSES
By John Fish

When you think of teen offenses, you might think of teens that had bright futures that are now tarnished. Common thinking may be that 
some deserve it, most are forced into it by peer pressure, and others are guilty by association; tragedy for young people who meant no ill 
harm in these offences. However, all is not lost for these teens, because Teen Court of Sarasota was created in 1988 by the Sarasota Chapter 
League of Women Voters and Junior League of Sarasota, as a way of reducing crimes among teens and instill a sense of abiding to the law, 
giving teens an idea of how civic matters should be handled in the real world. The long and short of Teen Court is that it’s like JROTC/ROTC, 
but without the military aspect in the sense that it’s about preparing for life after high school. Despite how little research has gone into the 
Teen Court of Sarasota, it is very much known of what they do and what they stand for.
Over time, Teen Court of Sarasota has added multiple programs and services to make itself more approachable than a regular district court room as 
well educating the dangers of future negative behaviors. This includes, among other things, the Risky Behavior Class which specializes in the concerns 
parents or guardians have for their teen and addressing them as well as helping them avoid risky behavior in the future. In total, from the years 1989 to 
2011, there are seven services and three programs provided by Teen Court of Sarasota.

Now you may be thinking to yourself “This program seems 
amazing! How can I get involved with this organization?”. To get 
involved with Teen Court of Sarasota, all that you need to do is head 
to their website via the link (https://www.sarasotateencourt.org/) and 
locate the Volunteer tab which tells you where and when you’ll meet if 
you wish to contribute. Teen offenses, in the United States, are often 
unintentional or due to poor environment. However, the justice system 
does not discriminate between intentional and accidental. An article 
by Miami Herald ranked Hillsborough County Sheriff Office as the 
one making the highest number of arrests in Florida. Teen Court of 
Sarasota was created help keep teens out of the adult justice system 
and has upheld its original value and we should be grateful they have.

https://www.sarasotateencourt.org

