
Dear PJHS Families,

We are very fortunate to live in a community that is supported by many local businesses. The PJHS 
newsletter is made possible by the businesses that you see throughout the newsletter. Even though 
many of these businesses have experienced difficult times this past year, they have still continued 
to support our students and school. Thank you very much to these businesses and know that your 
support is very much appreciated.

Our students had an outstanding 1st quarter academically, athletically, and have even started to see 
the return of music concerts, and a winter musical. The 1st quarter Honor Roll can be viewed at 
the following link http://www.perrysburgschools.net/HonorsAwards.aspx. It is a credit to both our 
students and families to continue to perform at such a high level academically with the many obstacles 
that everyone has experienced over the last 10 months. The 2nd quarter/1st semester will be ending 
Thursday, December 17, and students will be on winter break until returning to school on Tuesday, 
January 5. The positive attitudes and cooperation from students has been outstanding.

A main component for the success of students in school is consistent, regular attendance to school 
whether attending in-person or virtually. Ohio Law (HB 410) changed in 2018 how all schools across 
Ohio must track missed class time. Each lesson per remote subject is equivalent to 45 minutes of 
attendance. No longer are absences tracked by the number of days your child has missed. Lost time 
is now counted by how many hours your child is out of class, both excused and unexcused. One of 
the requirements of this law is school districts to send families an official written notice that your 
child has “excessive absences.” A letter is required to be sent when a student has been absent 38 
hours or more in one school month or absent 65 hours or more in one school year with or without 
legitimate excuse.

All of your child’s core classes (English/Language Arts, Math, Social Studies, and Science) teachers 
have a “team period” every Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, where they are available to meet 
virtually with parents/guardians. Please contact the teachers in advance to set up a time to 
answer questions, discuss concerns, or to share your insights. It is also important to continue to 
encourage your child to advocate on their own by reaching out to teachers to ask questions in class, 
approaching the teacher before or after class, or corresponding by email. This is a very important 
skill for students to learn as they move into their high school years.

Respectfully,

Don Christie, Principal
419-874-9193 ext. 4006 | dchristie@perrysburgschools.net
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER
With the busyness and expense of the upcoming holidays, The 
Islamic Food Bank of Toledo would like to offer Perrysburg 
families, who are in need, a grocery bag filled with non-
perishable items, such as mac-n-cheese, a box of cereal, 
juice boxes, fruit bars and box of cookies. Please contact one 
of the counselors to set up a private time to come in and 
pick up a bag at Perrysburg Junior High. This procedure will 
be easy and kept confidential. The Islamic Food Bank will 
replenish the bags once they are gone.

You can reach Mrs. Andrea Monheim, 7th Grade Counselor 
at 419-874-9193 ext. 4008 or email her at amonheim@
perrysburgschools.net

You can reach Mr. Tom Przybylski, 8th Grade Counselor 
at 419-874-9193 ext. 4012 or email him at tprzybylski@
perrysburgschools.net.

We are so grateful for The Islamic Food Bank of Toledo for 
their generous donations. Please also consider reaching 
out to the School Counselors if there are other needs your 
family might have.

The Ohio Department of Education sends out parent/
guardian tips each month. This month the focus is on 
being grateful and how it can affect our mental health. 
Ways to teach your children to be grateful are:

1. Be the example

2. Volunteer together

3. Encourage your children to express gratitude

4.  Practice looking for the good

5. Write thank you notes

Both Mrs. Monheim and Mr. Przybylski sent out 
student surveys recently on Schoology. This is a good 
way for them to get to know your children better and 
learn some of their needs. It is also a way for students 
to sign up for Small Groups which will be starting 
soon. Some examples of Small Groups being held in 
the Fall or Winter are Study skills, Stress Management 
and Self-Confidence.

FROM THE 
CAFETERIA
Due to funds allocated because of the pandemic, the USDA 
has announced all schools can offer FREE Breakfast and 
Lunches to all students for the 2020-2021 school year, 
through December 31. All students are eligible regardless 
of income. Ala Carte milk, drinks, & snacks are NOT part 
of the FREE meal plan and cost extra! Breakfast is served 
daily starting at 7:30am in the PJHS cafeteria.

More information and monthly menus may be found on 
our district website.

PEER MENTORS
Our peer mentoring program gives students a 
chance to work collaboratively with students 
with special needs to assist in building 
authentic friendships. The program began this 
year with group activities and meetings through 
Zoom or Google Meet. Peer mentors volunteer 
their time during their study halls or during their 
remote learning days to participate. Some of the 
favorite games include UNO and HeadBandz. 
We are looking forward to continuing to develop 
meaningful friendships for all students.
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FROM THE CLINIC
Students learn best when they are healthy and alert in school. Keeping your ill student at home promotes a quicker recovery and helps prevent 
illnesses to classmates, teachers and staff.

Flu and COVID-19 symptoms are very similar. It is important to do a health screen and temperature check everyday before coming to school.

Students should stay home if they have any of the 
following symptoms:

• Fever or Chills

• Cough

• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing

• Fatigue

• Muscle or body aches

• Headache

• New loss of taste or smell

• Sore throat

• Congestion or runny nose

• Nausea or vomiting

• Diarrhea

In addition, please stay home if you are experiencing 
any of the following:
• Fever of 100.0 or more. Can return to school if fever 

free for 24 hours without  the use of fever lowering 
medication such as Tylenol or Ibuprofen.

• Vomiting or diarrhea the evening before or morning of a school day. May return to school after 24 hours 
since the last episode AND normal diet resumed.

• Diagnosed bacterial infection such as strep throat, pink eye, or impetigo. May return 24 hours after an 
antibiotic has been started.

If your student is continuing to experience these symptoms while at school they will be sent home until their 
recovery is complete.

All students who are feeling ill need to be seen in the clinic before a parent/guardian is contacted for pickup 
due to an illness at school. If your student texts you for pickup due to illness please have him/her go to the 
school clinic. The nurse or school personnel will call you if the student needs to go home.

Please continue to remember to practice good hand washing and avoiding the T-Zone, which is touching any 
area around the eye, nose and mouth.
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FROM THE PERFORMING ARTS 
DEPARTMENT
Choir
Students in the PJHS Choirs are busy preparing for their 
upcoming Winter Concert Schedule. Below are the dates of 
the upcoming performances:

Winter Concert:

• Monday, December 14

• Students on the Gold Cohort beginning at 6:30 p.m.

• Students on the Black Cohort beginning at 8:00 p.m.

Perrysburg Association of Choir and Theatre Boosters
The Perrysburg Association of Choir and Theatre Boosters (PACTB) is an 
organization servicing choir students in grades 5 through 8. If you are interested 
in joining this organization to help support our choir students please contact 
Mrs. Katie Kuhlman at kkuhlman@perrysburgschools.net or Mr. Joel Hamilton at 
jhamilton@perrysburgschools.net.

PJHS Musical
A Charlie Brown Christmas is a fresh take on the timeless classic that gives the audience a completely 
new way of experiencing the storyline as portrayed by real actors who maintain the integrity and spirit of 
each Peanuts character.

This Emmy and Peabody award-winning story by Charles M. Schulz has been a longstanding tradition, 
warming the hearts of millions of fans since it first aired on television over 50 years ago. Now, the live on stage 
adaptation of the classic animated television special brings all your favorite characters to life - all set to the 
unforgettable sounds of the Vince Guaraldi musical score.

A Charlie Brown Christmas encompasses each of your favorite scenes from the original animated television 
show. It even expands the storyline into greater detail with more fun, and more music.

Performances Dates:

•  December 11 and 12 at 7:00 p.m. inside the PJHS Auditorium.

•  Tickets will be sold 30 minutes prior to each performance and are $10. There will be limited seats 
available due to state ordered spectator limits and facial coverings will be required to be worn.

Drama Club
Interested in joining Drama 
Club? All PJHS students are able 
to join this club that sponsors 
the PJHS Musical. Interested 
students should contact Mrs. 
Katie Kuhlman at kkuhlman@
perrysburgschools.net.
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PJHS Bands
The PJHS Bands started the school year by getting back to the basics! Students have been working hard on 
their fundamentals and learning how to practice efficiently on their virtual days. We've been impressed with 
how quickly the students have made up the loss of last year's interruption!

Each week our young musicians started their virtual Monday recording a band playing assessment, next was 
a video and quiz created by the PJHS Band directors on Tuesday/Wednesday, and our final virtual day of the 
week the students were completing 10 minutes of Music Racer (an online tool for note reading reinforcement).

While in-school at PJHS, students have been preparing their music for the PJHS Bands Holiday Concerts! While 
these concerts will look a little different this year, the students will still be bringing the same level of artistry 
and excellence to the performance. The dates and times for the PJHS Bands Holiday Concerts have been 
changed since the beginning of the year. Here is the updated concert schedule:

PJHS Band Holiday Concert

• Wednesday, December 9

 — Period 1 Gold Band, Jacket Band and Period 2 Commodore Band

• Thursday, December 10

 — Period 3 Gold Band, Period 4 Commodore Band

Please refer to the PJHS Bands Weekly Newsletter, “This Week in PJHS 
Bands,” for times and more information. We hope to see you there and 
Go Jacket Bands!

Orchestra
The 7th and 8th grade orchestra students 
performed their first concert of the school 
year on November 4 and November 5. 
Over two days, four concerts took place 
to allow for students to perform with the 
health and safety protocols developed 
by the state in place. A live stream of 
the concert was made possible thanks 
to the Perrysburg Schools Foundation TV 
and State Farm agent Barry VanHoozen. 
Students played very well and were 
grateful for the opportunity to perform 
during these uncertain times!

Later during the first semester, students 
will have the opportunity to watch a 
Young People’s Concert virtually that will 
be presented by the Toledo Symphony 
Orchestra (TSO). This activity is in 
place of our annual trip to the Toledo 
Symphony concert at the Peristyle. 
Students will watch the live stream of 
the concert during their class period. We 
are excited to enjoy beautiful music from 
the TSO with our Perrysburg Junior High 
Orchestra students!

The PJHS Bands 
are anxiously 
awaiting their 
Holiday Concert 
on December 9 
and 10.
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CLUBS & ACTIVITIES
Power of the Pen
The Power of the Pen season is officially underway! Power of the Pen is a creative writing organization that 
provides young writers with the chance to write 
and compete against students from schools 
throughout the state of Ohio. Our district 
competition is on February 6, and we are hoping 
that many of our writers advance to the regional 
tournament on March 20. The following 16 
students have earned a spot on our team.

7th Grade
Aaditya Ambulkar
Alexis Brown
Ella Hahn
Sophia Halm
Kathryn Kleinfelter
Riley Lammie
Taliah Reed
Logan Yaniglos

8th Grade
Layelle Alammar
Sophia Cadaret
Margaret Cox
Ella Ibsen
Nithya Rajan
Jocelyn Ward
Valerie Ward
Autumn Wittenmyer The Power of the Pen Team meets virtually with their 

advisors, Miss Latella and Mrs. Avery

Math Counts
PJHS MathCounts is a club for 7th and 8th grade students who want to be involved in math problem solving and if 
interested, in math competition against other schools. The PJHS MathCounts club began meeting in early October 
and will continue meeting through the end of our competition series (typically February - March) to practice our 
math problem solving skills. The club meets after school virtually with Mrs. Hemmelgarn from 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
once a week.

MathCounts club members will have the opportunity to take part in math problem solving competitions online 
and will be eligible to compete for a spot on the team that could head to a national competition. Students are 
encouraged to attend even if they don’t want to be a contest-going mathathlete.

See Mrs. Hemmelgarn in room 213 or email Mrs. Hemmelgarn with any questions.
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ARTS 
•  Design for Social Good
•  Media Production
•  Summer Music Institute

STEM
•  Astronomy: Hunting for 

Exoplanets
•  Exploring Architecture
•  CODE4her
•  Marine Biology:  

Aquarium Sciences
•  Marine Biology: Life at Sea
•  Farm 2 Fork
•  Forensic Science
•  Ignite Mathematics Camp
•  Tech Trek

HEALTH AND MEDICINE
•  Farm 2 Fork
•  Future Med: Exploring 

Health Careers
•  Nutrition & Fitness:  

Eat 2 Compete
•  Veterinary Science

BUSINESS AND CAREER 
•  College & Career Readiness
•  HATCH ® The Next Big Idea
•  Pre-Law Camp
•  Young Falcon Financiers
•  Young Women in Business

Discover summer opportunities on campus with BGSU Summer Academic and 
Youth Programs. Day and overnight camps provide junior high and high school 
students a the chance to explore their interests and experience BGSU.

Learn more about BGSU summer camps at bgsu.edu/falconyouth
Camps are continuously added, visit bgsu.edu/falconyouth often!
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Yearbook
Like a lot of things, the PJHS Yearbook will look a little different this year! We have 
been working to try to capture the uniqueness of the 2020-2021 school year. From 
mask fashion to hybrid learning, we have been enjoying getting to know how our 
students have been adjusting to this school year. We are also working to incorporate 
all aspects of this year, such as sports and clubs! Right now, we are looking for pictures 
of summer activities and at home learning environments to incorporate into our book. 
If you have any pictures to share, please send them to alatella@perrysburgschools.
net and ksteele@perrysburgschools.net to be included in the yearbook! PVA students 
are encouraged to participate!

PJHS Student Council
PJHS Student Council is hard at work making our school the best place it can be! 
Student Council is a group of 7th & 8th grade PJHS student leaders who strive to 
make our school a better place by promoting school spirit, participating in community 
service projects, and showing appreciation for others. So far this semester we helped 
promote a fantastic Fall Spirit Week, made ghost lollipops as a thank you to teachers, 
sponsored a Spooky Story writing contest, and recently thoughtfully honored Veteran’s 
Day by writing thank you letters to our local veterans. We are excited to continue 
finding ways to support our school and community and are looking forward to what 
the next semester brings! If you have any ideas for how PJHS Student Council can 
help or if you have any questions, please see Mrs. Roach in room 122 or communicate 
with her via email: croach@perrysburgschools.net.

STEM
Students in Miss Derr’s STEM class were given the challenge to create a new logo 
for the PJHS STEM program. The challenge was presented as a class project for 
both the 7th and 8th grade classes. Students were told they had to include the 

following in their logo design: Perrysburg Junior High 
School, a slogan to represent the class, STEM and a way 
to show what each letter of STEM stands for (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math). Once the students 
submitted their designs, Miss Derr, along with a few 
other teachers picked the top 25 designs from all the 
classes and then the students voted on which one they 
felt was the best out of the 25.

Seventh grade student, Kalli Wray designed the winning 
STEM logo! Miss Derr stated “Kalli spent a lot of hours 
working on our new logo. Each icon located in the STEM 

letters is individually placed by Kalli. To see the pride that Kalli took in her work 
and the amazing idea of her design is simply fabulous. I am very proud of Kalli!”

Youth to Youth
Youth to Youth is off to an outstanding start to the school year! Youth to Youth is a 
club that encourages students to make positive decisions that are drug free. Youth 
to Youth is open to all 7th and 8th graders and always welcoming to new members. 
So far this year, Youth to Youth has planned and implemented Red Ribbon Week 
from October 27-30. We decorated the school, planned dress up days, and 
awarded prizes to the students that were best dressed! This year we will continue 
to have meetings and create 
fun ways to encourage 
students to continue to 
make positive decisions. If 
you are interested in joining 
Youth to Youth, contact Mr. 
Justin Badik at jbadik@
perrysburgschools.net.

THE JACKET WAY
PJHS has continued with its Positive Behavior Intervention Support program, The 
Jacket Way. Students can earn Jacket Way Tickets for demonstrating positive and 
expected behavior. With these tickets, students can redeem them during their lunch 
for the prize item that it reveals (snack, pass, school store) or choose to enter their 
ticket into a seasonal raffle.

To date, over 750 Jacket Way tickets have been redeemed by 400 different students. 
During the October virtual spirit assembly, the first Jacket Way Raffle was conducted. 
Students won the following prizes in this raffle; Go Pro Camera, $100 Visa Gift Card, 
$50 Gift Certificate to Big Daddy Graphics, $30 Gift Cards to the Showcase Cinema in 
Levis Commons, and an Astro MiniFridge. In addition, students were randomly selected 
based on their redemption of tickets to play Plinko during their lunch. Six different 
students were able to play Plinko and earn gift cards to locations such as Target, 
Amazon, Starbucks and McDonalds. The gift cards were sponsored by the Junior High 
Parent Organization. The next Jacket Way Raffle will be held in February during 
the winter spirit week. The PJHS Jacket Way Team

Students participating in 
Plinko during their lunch 

period for a chance to win 
a gift card.

7th grader Scarlett McClain (left) and 8th 
grader, Ella Ibsen (right) won the Student 

Council Spooky Story Writing Contest.

Student Council members made 
“ghost lollipops” as a thank you for 

teachers and staff.

Kalli Wray poses with the 
logo she created for the 
PJHS STEM Program.
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ATHLETIC AVENUE
The fall athletics seasons have come to a close at Perrysburg Junior 
High. Winter sports have begun to practice, with the first games 
starting this week already. Good luck to our boys and girls basketball 
teams and our wrestling team as they try to continue the success our 
teams had in the fall.

Our boys and girls cross country teams finished their seasons by 
competing in the OHSAA Cross Country Invitational on October 24. The 
girls’ team finished the meet as the now three time State Champions, 
led by individual State Champion Ava Beeks. The team was also 
crowned NLL Champions on October 5 at Fort Meigs, with Ava Beeks 
also finishing in first place.

The boys’ cross country team finished the season as NLL Runner-up 
and the OHSAA Cross Country Invitational Champion. This was the first 
State Championship for the boys team after finishing as State Runner-
up a year ago. Brody Bauman was the NLL Champion this year and 
finished 4th at the OHSAA meet.

The 7th grade football team finished the fall season with a record of 
6-1, while the 8th grade football team finished the season at 7-1. Both 
teams brought home NLL Runner-up honors. The boys worked hard 
and continued to grow and develop as a team and program over a 
challenging season.

PJHS was awarded as a “Golden 
Megaphone Finalist” by the 
OHSAA for student spirit at 

athletic events during the 2019 
- 2020 school year. PJHS is only 
the second junior high to ever 

receive this.

The volleyball teams closed out fantastic 
seasons as well. The 7th grade team finished the 
season at 13-1 and NLL Champions. The team 
was off for a two week quarantine that ended 
the day before the tournament began, allowing 
them only one practice before tournament play. 
The 8th grade team finished 14-2 and were 
NLL Semi-Finalists. The 8th grade group had 
an incredible run over the last two seasons, 
winning 33 straight matches.

As we head to the winter season, we would like 
to thank all of our athletes, parents/guardians, 
and fans for a successful fall season. We 
appreciate your cooperation as we continue to 
navigate the challenges we face going forward. 
Please remember to follow the OHSAA and ODH 
guidelines when attending our events so we can 
do our part to ensure our athletes get to enjoy a 
full winter season.

You can find more information on the PJHS Athletic 
Department at https://www.perrysburgschools.net/
AthleticDepartment_PJH.aspx/.
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