
Dear Perrysburg Junior High Families,

The 2019 - 2020 school year has arrived and we are excited for the opportunities that are 
available at Perrysburg Junior High School for all students. The opening weeks of school 
has brought much energy and enthusiasm from our students, staff and families. We are 
anxious to see where this school year takes us.

PJHS is proud to continue to serve the whole student experience that includes 15 OHSAA 
athletic teams, 15 student clubs or activities, award-winning music programs and a 
dynamic winter musical performance. This year, PJHS welcomes the WEB Program, 
which stands for “Where Everyone Belongs” and promotes peer mentorship and the 
ROX Program that aims to empower female students.

Whether it is our academics or extracurricular activities, PJHS has been dedicated 
to being able to provide our students positive school experiences. All of which 
directly correlate to our “Jacket Way” Program through Perrysburg Schools’ Positive 
Behavior Interventions and Supports model (PBIS). PJHS is beginning our fourth year 
of implementation and we are dedicated to enriching the program to highlight more 
positive student interactions.

We believe it is important to recognize and reward students who demonstrate our 
Jacket Way’s three R’s of Respectful, Responsible and Ready. At PJHS we reward 
students who demonstrate positive behaviors across their school experiences 
through the Jacket Way Program. Students can be given Jacket Way Tickets from 
staff members, which can be redeemed on Friday for items such as snacks, school 
store items or student passes. Monthly, students and staff members are selected to 
win a Subway Lunch. Last year, over 4,000 Jacket Way Tickets were distributed to 
students throughout the school year.

Our Jacket Way Team comprised of staff members, administrators, students and a 
parent, are dedicated to continue to improve the Jacket Way Program for our students. 
This year we want to provide our students opportunities to win additional rewards on a 
quarterly basis. We aim to have these rewards be desired items for junior high students 
that create excitement and positive energy.
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In order to achieve our goals, we are searching for community 
sponsors of our Jacket Way Program. Our Jacket Way Team is offering 
three levels of sponsorships along with a family sponsorship. We are 
hoping that teaming with our community can enrich our student 
experiences at PJHS. If you are interested in being a corporate 
sponsor or being a family donor please contact the junior high.

Sincerely,

Mr. Don Christie
Perrysburg Junior High Principal
419-874-9193 ext. 4006
dchristie@perrysburgschools.net

...continued from cover page

LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL

NEW FACES AT PJHS
There are several new employees at PJHS for 
the 2019 - 2020 school year. We welcome the 
following new faces to the PJHS Family!

• Corbin Brangham, 7th Grade Science

• Christine Flynn, 7th/8th Grade Spanish

• Ali Gillis, 7th/8th Grade Spanish

• Traci Morgan, 7th Grade Math

• Ashley Scasny, 7th Grade ELA

• Kyle Zwyer, 8th Grade Math

In addition, PJHS welcomes Dr. Chad Warnimont 
as one of the new assistant principals. Dr. 
Warnimont will be working with our 7th grade 
students.

JUNIOR HIGH PARENTS ORGANIZATION
Welcome back parents/guardians, students and staff members! JHPO is ready for another great 
year! By the time you are reading this our first Boxtops collection will be in full swing and we will 
be preparing for our 4th annual Color Run! We are super excited to help raise money again this 
year for The Jacket Way. Look for information about donating and helping in the announcements 
and on our Facebook page soon. We are also very excited to announce that we are having a new 
fundraiser for JHPO. Please join us at the Walleye game on January 10, 2020. Tickets are $19 each 
and we will also be selling raffle tickets at the game for a Walleye promotional item, such as a 
jersey or signed hockey stick.

We have a very active Facebook page that 
will help keep you up-to-date on things that 
are going on around school and upcoming 
JHPO events. We are always in need of 
volunteers to help, so please keep your eye 
on the announcements and Facebook page for 
those needs. Also, be sure to check out the 
JHPO web page on the school web site, under 
the Junior High tab for all of our events and 
meeting times, agendas and minutes.

DRAMA CLUB
All PJHS students are welcome to join the 
PJHS Drama Club! Students can get more 
information from Mrs. Kuhlman at PJHS. 
The PJHS Drama Club will be performing 
the musical, Elf Jr., this winter.
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FROM THE NURSE’S OFFICE

MATH COUNTS 
LOOKING TO BEGIN 
2019 - 2020 SEASON
The PJHS Math Counts Club is for 7th and 
8th grade students who want to be involved 
in math problem solving and, if interested, 
competing against other schools. The PJHS 
Math Counts Club will begin meeting in late 
September through March to practice math 
skills. The club will meet after school in 
Mrs. Hemmelgarn’s room, room 213, from 
2:50 until 4:00. Math Counts members 
will have the opportunity to take part in 
competitions and be eligible to compete 
for a spot on the team that could compete 
in a national championship. Students are 
encouraged to attend even if they do not 
want to be a contest-going math-lete. More 
information will be posted on Schoology as 
September progresses.

Start the new school year off right by practicing 
healthy habits!

Healthy habits to help you stay illness-free all year

• Wash hands often with soap and water. 
Especially before eating!

• Cover your mouth when you cough or sneeze: 
use your elbow, not your hands.

• Eat a variety of foods that include fruits and 
vegetables for a snack and lunch everyday 
(eat a rainbow!).

• Do not skip breakfast. Break the fast! 
Including protein like milk or yogurt will help 
you make it to lunch (yes, even 8th period!).

Healthy sleep habits can make a big 
difference in your school day!

The following sleep practices are 
recommended courtesy of the National 
Sleep Foundation.

• Stick to a sleep schedule of the same 
bedtime and wake up time, even on the 
weekends. This helps regulate your 
body’s clock and could help you fall 
asleep and stay asleep for the entire 
night.

• Practice a relaxing bedtime ritual. A 
relaxing routine away from bright lights 
helps separate your sleep time from 
activities that can cause excitement, 
stress or anxiety, which can make it 
more difficult to fall asleep or remain 
asleep. Charge your phone away from 
sleeping areas to avoid temptation!

• If you have trouble sleeping avoid naps, 
especially in the afternoon.

• Exercise daily!

• Evaluate your room. Design your sleep 
environment to establish the best 
conditions for you. Cool, noise free, 
dark rooms promote good sleep.

• Avoid sodas or drinks that contain 
caffeine.

• Avoid eating large meals for 2-3 hours 
before sleep.

• Wind down. Your body needs time to 
shift into sleep mode, so spend the 
last hour before bed doing a calming 
activity such as reading.

8TH GRADE PSAT
8th Grade Students Will Take the 
PSAT 8/9 on October 16th
8th grade students will once again take 
the PSAT test on October 16 at PJHS. The 
PSAT 8/9 is the first test in the SAT Suite of 
Assessments. This test serves as a check-in 
on progress, allowing students and teachers to 
pinpoint areas for focused practice as students 
progress through high school. You can access 
more information about the PSAT by going to 
the following website: www.collegeboard.org.
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER
The student services department wants to welcome all of the students back to school this 
year! Mrs. Andrea Monheim will be working with the 8th grade students and Mr. Tom Przybylski 
will be working with the 7th grade students.

We want to encourage both students and parents/guardians to contact the student services 
office with any questions or concerns.

A great way for students to get connected and enjoy school is to participate in the many clubs, 
sports and activities that PJHS has to offer. Here is a link to view all of those options:

http://www.perrysburgschools.net/ClubsActivities.aspx

Students, parents and guardians are reminded to please follow the announcements for 
information on how to sign-up. We look forward to helping students get off to a great school year!

NEW TO PJHS, ROX HOPES TO EMPOWER 
FEMALE STUDENTS

This past July, two eighth grade teachers, Mrs. Townsend 
and Ms. Latella, attended a three-day training to become 
certified facilitators for the ROX program.

ROX, which stands for Ruling Our Experiences, is a 
researched-based program committed to empowering 
the girls of our country. Within this 20 week program, girls 
participating in ROX will be able to learn about a plethora 
of topics such as how to communicate effectively, develop 
healthy relationships, support other girls, navigate social 
media, plan for post-secondary options and their careers 
and so much more! While ROX may be new to Perrysburg 
Schools, it has over 13 years of research and success 
stories to show how powerful our girls can be when given 
the right tools to navigate the challenges they face in their 
everyday life.

Ms. Latella and Mrs. Townsend could not be more excited 
to begin their first year as facilitators and watch how this 

incredible program impacts girls at PJHS! If you would like more information about ROX or have any 
questions about the program, please contact Mrs. Townsend (ttownsend@perrysburgschools.net) 
or Ms. Latella (alatella@perrysburgschools.net) for more information.

Mrs. Townsend and Ms. Latella are 
bringing the ROX Program to PJHS!
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WEB
PJHS is very excited to bring the WEB Program to the building for the 2019 - 2020 school year. 
The WEB program is a the junior high version of the Link Crew which Perrysburg High School 
has successfully implemented over the last three years. WEB, which stands for Where Everyone 
Belongs, and the Link Crew are both created by the Boomerang Project and are researched based 
curriculums that are utilized in all fifty states and in multiple countries around the world.

WEB has three components to the 
program. Those components include an 
Orientation Program, Transition Program 
and Mentorship Program. The program 
uses 8th grade WEB Leaders to connect 
with assigned 7th grade students to 
welcome the students to PJHS.

In our inaugural year for WEB at PJHS, we 
have 78 8th Grade WEB Leaders. These 
8th Grade WEB Leaders dedicated two 
training days in August to prepare for the 
7th Grade Orientation Day, which was 
the first day of school for the incoming 
7th grade students. On this day, the WEB 
Leaders led the 7th graders through a Welcome Assembly and then in small-group sessions that 

focused on team building, strategy building 
and tips for success at PJHS. The 8th Grade 
WEB Leaders will continue to work with 
their 7th grade WEB groups throughout the 
year in a mentoring role.

PJHS sent a team of five educators in March 
to Ypsilanti, Michigan to be trained to be 
WEB Coordinators. Those teachers include 
Mr. Troy Opperman, Mr. Justin Badik, Mrs. 
Sara Cannon, Mrs. Andrea Monheim and Mr. 
Scott Buker.

Through WEB, we hope all students will be 
able to connect with a peer mentor to assist 
in the transition to the junior high while 
continuing to build a positive school culture 
and climate.

The 8th Grade WEB Leaders take position on the gym 
floor for the 7th grade student’s first day of school.

Mr. Badik leads the Welcome Assembly for the 7th 
Graders on their first day of school as part of the 
WEB Program.
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MR. FERGUSON SELECTED TO  
TRAVEL TO GERMANY THROUGH  
FUND FOR TEACHERS
Last spring, Mr. Matt Ferguson, PJHS 7th grade social studies teacher, applied for a 
program through the Fund for Teachers and the Martha Holding Jennings Foundation 
to travel to Germany to develop a better understanding of his social studies content 
by touring Germany’s “Luther Trail.”

While touring the “Luther Trail” Mr. Ferguson further learned how Martin Luther 
challenged the Roman Catholic Church during the Renaissance. This was important 
as it assisted helping craft America’s democracy.

The trip began in Frankfurt and went as far west as Berlin that also included 
stops in Eisleben, Erfurt and Wittenberg. 
Mr. Ferguson was able to experience the 
monastery where Luther contemplated many 
of his world-changing ideas.

Mr. Ferguson explained that he will use this 
trip to delve deeper into the content on the 
Reformation. The trip will allow Mr. Ferguson to 
create units of study where students contemplate 
issues that they feel need “reforming,” allowing 
the students to create ways to offer solutions 
for the communities that they live in, very much 
like Luther’s Reformation.

Mr. Matt Ferguson traveled to Germany
through a Fund for Teachers Grant

during the 2019 summer.

JACKET WAY UPDATE
PJHS kicked off our Jacket Way Program on August 30 with 
the first Jacket Way Ticket Redemption Day and student trivia 
during the lunches!

Students worked together at their lunch tables to answer 
various trivia questions about the PJHS Jacket Way Program, 
their own teachers and administrators and PJHS in general. 
Students earned a variety of rewards by answering the 
trivia questions correctly. Some of those rewards included 
T-shirts, sunglasses, pop-sockets for a cell phone, bracelets, 
basketballs and cell phone card holders.

At the junior high, students may earn Jacket Way Tickets 
for demonstrating positive behaviors in the school setting. 
Weekly, students can redeem those tickets for a reward 
during their lunch. This year, students have the option of 
passing on the instant reward during their lunch and instead 
be issued raffle tickets for a chance to win various items at 
the fall spirit assembly, such as an XBOX, Apple Air Pods, 
blue-tooth speakers and more items still to come.

As part of the Jacket Way Program, students will begin Class 
Meetings in September. Class Meetings are held once a 
month and are focused on various topics of importance to 
junior high students. Each month is a different theme and are 
created by the PJHS Jacket Way Team.

PJHS is looking forward to another great year and enhancing 
the Jacket Way Program.
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FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Orchestra
The PJHS Orchestra students have had a great start to the school year and have begun preparations 
for their first concert. Please save the date for the 2019 - 2020 PJHS Orchestra Concerts:

• Thursday, November 7 at 7:00 p.m.

• Wednesday, January 15 at 7:00 p.m.

• Wednesday, February 5 at 7:00 p.m.

• Wednesday, April 29 at 7:00 p.m.

All concerts will take place inside the PJHS Auditorium.

Band
The PJHS bands are buzzing into the new school year and are playing their instruments in class 
after only two days! Thank you for everything you did to help us start the year ahead of schedule in 
our band classes! We are hoping that this is a sign to come for a fantastic year!

Our first performance of the year features every student in our program as we put on our marching 
shoes to form the PJHS Marching Yellow Jackets! Our young musicians will be marching down 
Louisiana Avenue in the Harrison Rally Day Parade on Saturday, September 21. This annual and local 
tradition showcases all of the wonderful groups and talents of our town. Come cheer on the PJHS 
Marching Yellow Jackets!

One week after the Harrison Rally Day Parade performance our 8th grade students will be joining 
forces with the Perrysburg High School Marching Yellow Jackets to perform at the home varsity 
football game on Friday, September 27 beginning at 7:00 p.m. The junior high students are eager 
to have the full experience of participating in the high school marching band on a beautiful Friday 
night. This year’s arrangement will feature 
Accidentally in Love and Animal.

Looking to support the PJHS Bands and purchase 
a great item for your home? Check out the Hull 
Prairie and Junior High Bands annual Yankee 
Candle Fundraiser! Any PJHS Band Member will 
have information on how we can get a great 
product to you for a great price, all while helping 
our amazing young musicians!

Members of the PJHS Marching Band 
participate in last year’s

Harrison Rally Day Parade.

Choir
The PJHS Choirs are excited to start the 2019 
- 2020 school year. PJHS will be offering 
five different vocal music concerts with the 
schedule below:

• Fall Concert; Tuesday, October 1 at 7:00 
p.m.

• Winter Concert; Monday, December 9 at 
7:00 p.m.

• Festival Concert; Monday, March 16 at 
7:00 p.m.

• Evening of Love Fundraiser; Thursday, 
February 13 at 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.

• Showcase Concert; Tuesday, May 12 at 
7:00 p.m.

If you are interested in supporting the choirs, 
please consider joining the Perrysburg 
Association of Choir and Theatre Boosters 
(PACTB). PACTB is an organization servicing 5th 
through 8th grade choir students at Perrysburg 
Schools. If you are interested in joining, 
please contact either Mrs. Katie Kuhlman at 
kkuhlman@perrysburgschools.net or Mr. Joel 
Hamilton at jhamilton@perrysburgschools.net.
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Athletics at Perrysburg Junior High are in full swing! 
Our fall athletic teams are into their game schedules 
and having some early success.

The girls cross country team finished in first place 
and second place in their first two invitationals. 
The boys cross country team finished first in both 
invitationals as well.

Currently, both the 7th and 8th grade football teams 
are 1-0 on the young season. The 7th grade team 
defeated Gateway 46-12, while the 8th grade also 
defeated Gateway by the score of 30-8.

The volleyball teams are both 3-0 as well and are 
eager for more after victories over Bowling Green, 
Arbor Hills and Timberstone.

The student sections at our two home contests of 
the season have been outstanding! Let’s keep that 
energy alive and growing as the season continues. 
It is exciting to see all of you come out and support 
your classmates. If you have not been to a home 
contest yet, please come check out the excitement 
and help us grow our student section.

You can find more information on the PJHS Athletic 
Department at: http://www.perrysburgschools.net/
AthleticDepartment_PJH.aspx.

YEARBOOK STARTS 
OUT THE YEAR
PJHS offers a tremendous yearbook 
for our 7th and 8th grade students. 
Yearbooks are available for purchase 
at JostensYearbooks.com and the price 
is $40. After January 1, the price of the 
yearbook will increase to $45. If there 
are family financial hardships please 
ask about the Perrysburg Schools’ Full 
Experience Fund.

Currently, Mrs. Katie Steele and Ms. 
Allie Latella are looking for applicants 
for the Yearbook Club. Applications 
were posted in August and the staff 
will be selected early in September. The 
staff will be responsible for assembling 
the yearbook.

If you have any questions regarding the 
yearbook, please contact Mrs. Steele at 
ksteele@perrysburgschools.net or Ms. 
Latella at alatella@perrysburgschools.net.

The boys 
cross country

team was 
the Eastwood 

Invitational 
Champion on 

August 29

The 8th Grade Football team hosted Findlay in a 
scrimmage on August 21

ATHLETIC AVENUE

PERRYSBURG PUBLIC SCHOOLS
140 E. Indiana Avenue
Perrysburg OH 43551

Current Resident or: 

™™

8

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid

Orlando, FL
Permit #2346

http://www.perrysburgschools.net/AthleticDepartment_PJH.aspx
http://www.perrysburgschools.net/AthleticDepartment_PJH.aspx
JostensYearbooks.com
mailto:ksteele@perrysburgschools.net
mailto:alatella@perrysburgschools.net

