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Dear Families,

As we close out this school year it is time to reflect and look forward. We
have welcomed new faculty members, new students and continued to focus
on learning and growth opportunities. This year we were able to welcome
back some experiences we missed in 2020 - 21. We had music concerts, school
plays, clubs, and Gradventure. PTO organized Spring Fling and the Eighth Grade
Dance. It has been wonderful to see the joy and excitement these events have Kirstie Gabaldon
brought our students.

Sebastian Middle School

2955 Lewis Speedway
St. Augustine, FL 32084

904-547-3840

This summer, our teachers are excited to one again be able to take advantage .Prmc:pal

of professional development opportunities to deepen their pedagogy. We Jenplfer Gém.ble
will continue to expand our knowledge base of creating, designing, and Assistant Principal
implementing project-based learning.Thisisanimportant part of our continuing Kevin Hayes
focus on developing students who are thoughtful, creative, and engaged. We Dean
continue to refine our Single School Culture. Our goal is to develop consistent Recia Smith
expectations and teach students routines that are at the heart of good learning Instructional Literacy Coach
habits. We will continue to focus on the importance of kindness and respect
towards others and ourselves. We will be reviewing these multiple times over ~ Vision !
the first week at school, and | encourage you to read the document online and At Sebastian Middle School, allISHiEEE.

. — ] achieve personal success in their learning and
discuss it with your children. become responsible and productive citizens.

We will run our free rising 6th grade STEAM camp this summer and introduce Mission
our new students to STEAM principles, the school and each other. Thisisalwaysan |5 order to prepare our students to live in and
engaging week that sets our students up for success. We love the opportunity to  contribute to a changing world, Sebastian will
meet our new students on this smaller scale as it allows us to engage with them  provide a balanced, varied school curriculum
on a more personal level. designed to meet the academic, cultural and

| wish I derful ith famili dh it bri . social needs of individuals from the diverse
WIS 'yOLI all a wonderful summer wit your ramiiies an ope it rings time backgrounds of our community.
for relaxation.
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Ms. Gabaldon’s weekly updates by clicking on the
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Principal’s Message on the Sebastian Website.
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*Please watch for our next newsletter in October 2022, and bi-weekly electronic news updates.



2

Sebastian

Middle School
Website

The SMS website has up to date
information that is important
to stay informed about all
activities at Sebastian.

It can be found at:
www-sms.stjohns.k12.fl.us/
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CHOP ; {{ SHOP
anisan becker u ¢, amgemine, fl

“We believe that excepti

Meat, Poultry Local Produce Chareuterie &
& Seafood & Herbs Specialty Grocery

&00 Anastosia Boukevard = 51 Augustine, FL 32080

904-907-1312 - chopshopstacom

Associates Retiring This Yea

Kathy Hensel- Social Studies:

As | close my 39 years of teaching, | find it exciting, but bittersweet. In 1983, |
began my career as a 5th grade teacher at Julington Creek Elementary and moved
2 years later to 6th grade where | have been the rest of my career. This was long
before we even had middle schools in St. Johns County! | was asked to join the staff of
Murray Middle School in 1987 and then | became an Eagle here at Sebastian in 1995.
Many of the students | taught at Murray have married and now | have taught their
children. Quite a few of my students from the past few years, | attended “The High
School” with their grandparents! Every year, it has been about connections. | will
miss hearing news about my former students and meeting their children! Next year,
| expect to spend more time quilting, gardening, walking the beach and traveling!
Also, | truly hope to improve my golf game! See you on the links!

Teri Lydigsen- Civics:

Istartedinthedistrictasavolunteerin 1983 forelevenyears
and spent so much time in the schools my children attended
that | was hired in 1994 as an administrative assistant at
Gamble Rogers Middle school. | made the move to the Gaines
Alternative Center in 1999 as the Secretary / Bookkeeper and
then earned my B.A. Degree in Social Sciences to become a
History teacher from Flagler College and started my teaching
career here at Sebastian in 2003.

I have taught 6th grade World History, 7th grade Civics and 8th grade U.S. History
as well as Intensive Reading and AVID over my 19 years here. One of the things | will
miss the most is our annual trip to Washington D.C. with the 8th grade students. | love
taking students to experience History firsthand and organized our Sebastian trip for
15 years. | really enjoyed my time here at Sebastian but look forward to traveling and
spending time with my 4 grandchildren and my English Mastiff, Wrigley Grace!!

Ms. Paulette Brown - Custodial Staff:

| started with St John’s county in October of 2013. For
the past 9 years | have loved working with my supervisors,
Jeff and Brad Ponce and the students here at Sebastian.
The teachers here are very respectful and | enjoy my work.
Although I hate to leave, | am excited to Travel and hang out
with my Grand-children (3 total) and Great-grandchildren (4
total)...and RELAX!

DAviles
DENTAL CARE

New Patients Welcome!

Use our QR code with
your mobile device’s
camera to make
your appointment

Lynn LaHaise, DDS b, ;
General Dentist online.

305 Paseo Vereda Dr | St. Augustine, FL 32095
Call Today! 904-385-4517
avilesdentalcare.com
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The Witch’s Princess

Sebastian Middle School’s production of The Witch’s Princess by Don Zolidis
premiered the 31st of March, 2022. This was the local schools first full production
in a decade. The talented cast of 39, led by theatre instructor Ralin Trosclair, along
with Sebastian’s art department, created props, designed costumes, makeup, and
scenery. The show had a single performance with a turnout of over 200 guests
and was positively reviewed by those in attendance. Sebastian’s theater program
serves over 120 children between classes and the after-school program.

Auto Accident Attorneys.

/

824.9402 ¢ www.cananlaw.com

LIFE IS SWEET.

www.marbleslab.com

10% OFF

total purchase
- or -

$5.00 OFF

a cake

904-461-3536

Homemade Ice Cream, Waffle Cones & Waffle Bowls
Shakes, Sundaes, Sorbets & Ice Cream Cakes Available
Birthday Party Packages * School Spirit Nights

K Marble Slab St. Augustine [8] @ marbleslabstaugustine

Located in the Publix Shopping Center
1053 A1A Beach Boulevard « St. Augustine, FL 32080

Funeral Home & Crematory
385 SR 207 + St. Augustine, FL 32084

+ | St Johns Famili
SJF Y

Celebrate Life Unique as the Life Lived.

Life is full of opportunities to show someone we
love them. One such opportunity is the funeral or

memorial service. Such a loving event celebrates
the choices they made, the relationship you
shared, and honors the memory of your loved one.

904-824-1625

www.stjohnsfamilyfuneralhome.com

BUILDING, BUYING OR REFINANCING?
THE SUPER-LENDERS ARE HERE TO HELP!

VISIT WWW.SUPER-LENDERS.COM TO GET STARTED.

Seymoine Schmidt

Branch Manager, NMLS# 327335
Direct: 904-614-0344

SSchmidt@fbchomeloans.com

Laura Baker
Mortgage Loan Originator, NMLS ID# 277147
Direct: 630-417-0592
LBaker@fbchomeloans.com

SE—
SUPER-LENDERS
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FREE CONSULTATION
Rob Cook

Attorney at Law, P.A.

Practicing Cuil Latigation
and Trial Law
Since 2002

Legal Services:

Auto, Motorcycle,
& Boating Accidents

Slip & Falls ¢ Injury Claims

Office: 904-471-4560 | Fax: 904-471-4561
robcookpa.com

904 Anastasia Boulevard, Suite A.

St. Augustine, FL 32080

Media Center

The Media Center officially received full funding
for 3D printers from Makerbot. Funding came from
grants received from Character Counts, SAC, and
PTO. The Makerbot Sketch Classroom kit came with
two 3D printers, filament, as well as teacher and
student certifications. The Makerbots will make a
nice addition to our newly renovated Media Center
for next year.

On May 4th, the Media Center held their annual
Reading Celebration. Students who were invited
either read the Sunshine State Young Readers Award
books or competed in an iReady contest. During this
celebration, the students watched the Teachers vs. Students Battle
of the Books. The teacher’s team consisted of Ms. Cody, Ms. DeAcutis,
Ms. Harvey, Ms. Humienny, and Ms. Wedge. They did a great job but
lost to the students with a score of 29-23. Next year’s SSYRA is out
now so students ;
can start reading
and earning
prizes from the
Media Center for
next year. Click
here for that link.

At the office of Dr. Rebecea Faunce
we encourage you to Smile, With Confidence!

CALL today for a
Complimentary Consultation!
SPARK DAMON SV
oo
HTMIBo oA
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=< invisalign

DI Rebecc'alﬁ Faunce DMD

(904) 829-8899 faunceorthodontics.com
201 Health Park Blvd. Ste 216 - 5t. Augustine
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STEAM

This has been a busy semester for
Sebastian STEAM students. Student worked
hard to prepare for their district final exams.
Now that those are complete, we are full
STEAM ahead with projects. After a special
guest speaker visit by Tyler Conklin (Civil
Engineering Designer with the Matthews
Design Group), 6th graders began a digital
bridge design competition. Congratulations
to Ms. Johns’ 3rd period class who won the
competition. Sixth graders are now working
on projects such as marble roller coasters,
architectural designs, and circuit board
coding. Seventh graders are hard at work
building, modifying, and competing with
their VEX robots. Eight graders are working
to design and build rockets. They will be
using a CAD software program to design a
rocket and do launch simulations in order to
alter and fine tune their design. Once the design is finalized, the students
will build a rocket model based on their CAD design.
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Sﬂma-ucmnlnm'- Engirmsarings Arts « Mothamatict

Summer Program
is July20-26

Sam-12pm -
Rising 0th Grade

Group Rates - Parties - Plan Your Event Here

*1 OFF COUPON 50 OFF YOUR BIG EVENT
Show school ID. 1 per person. Book our shaded outdoor deck.

904-825-0101 - AnastasiaMinigolf.com
701 Anastasia Boulevard e St. Augustine, FL 32080
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Crescent Beach
CARE

FAMILY PRACTICE & URGENT CARE

*Preventative Care *
* Acute Symptoms =

trop_ical[:l-\FE

aat better. @5 feel better
* Order Online !

« Delivery
Uber, In-House Delivery
DoorDash

» Breakfast

» Kids Menu

* Vegetarian Friendly
* Wifi
904-461-9090 | troplcalsmoothlecafe com

112 Seagrove Main St., Suite 114 « St. Augustine, FL 32080

(A‘FORD’ABLE

ntomotive [ Services, Tne.

Specializing in FORD, LINCOLN, & MERCURY Vehicles
Master Certified by Ford Motor Co. & A.S.E.

We Service All Makes and Models
Tire Sales & Service

904-808-7003

1465 Old Moultrie Rd. ¢ St. Augustine, FL 32084

* Chronic Issues =

Most healthcare plans are accepted.

Visit our qualified team of Family Practice Providers,
Family Doctor/NP/PA, today!

(904) 342-7363

crescentbeachcare.com

Monday - Friday from 8:00am - 5:30pm

6573 A1A South ¢ St Augustine, FL 32080
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http://www.anastasiaminigolf.com
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Art Dept

SMArtists had a choice
to make paper mache or
pinatas last month. Lots of
fun and exciting projects
emerged! | especially enjoyed
the heads that were formed
on beachballs. Next, we are
moving on to Tie Dye for our
final project! If you would like
todonateTshirts to this project
here is the sign up: https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f084ba9a82aabfe3-
tiedyel This is our favorite
project of the year, and we
cannot do it without your
help! We tie dye shirts, make
giant bubble wands and have
a great time!
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Natural MCIFKE'[

dianesnaturalmarket.com

841 S. Ponce de Leon Boulevard, Unit #6
St. Augustine, FL 32084

NEXTQLEVEL

FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC

Taking Health To A New Level

Our Services:
Chiropractic Adjustments for Pregnant Women,
Babies, Children, Teens, and Adults
Graston Technique - Corrective Exercises - Muscle Testing
SFMA/FMS (Functional Movement Screenings)

3100 US-1S,, Ste. 4A 904-429-7019

St. Augustine, FL 32086 nextlevelfamilychiro.com

%wers by

irley
2200 US 1 South

824-8163

www.flowersbyshirley.com
E-mail: flowers@aug.com
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Back-to-School
Supply Kits Available

We are happy to again offer school
supply kits for next school year! The items
in this kit cover most of what your student
will need, and our school receives a portion
of the sales as well. This year, you can have
your kit shipped directly to your house!
https://1stday.sale/25675

puoliye

at steaks
ine's freshest spot for 8€
ot August\gﬁg fresh local seafood!

i 32086
504 W Geoffrey street * St. Augusting, L
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The 8th grade dance will take place on Friday, May 27th from Keep on Flushin
6:30-8:30 at St. Augustine High School. Eighth graders from Murray
Middle will be invited as well. See the Sebastian Middle school « Septic System Installations ¢ Grease Trap Services
website for more information: https://www-sms.stjohns.k12.fl.us/ * Septic Services & Repairs  + Excavation and Hauling

904-829-2953

www.burneysseptic.com
Septic Tank Contracting #SA0890197 Lic #CUC056991

FROM FIRST BITE TO LAST CALL™

Friday, May 27th
6:30 - 8:30pm

904-825-4540

St ﬂUgUEtiI‘IE ngh School dickswingsandgrill.com
965 State Road 16 e St. Augustine, FL 32084

A%RBOUR K §18's Acre 10%0Fh

'22 purchase

B www.RaintreeRestaurant.com
DENTAL CARE i atour
- 3 Thriftique
* Cosmetic Dentistry  « Oral Surgery Expires 3/24/2022.
* Dental Sedation * Prosthetics 102 San Marco Ave. ,
* General Dentistry * Root Canals A¥L‘:.;,Ac;es
* Invisaligh® * Sleep Apnea Therapy fiqu

St. Augustine, FL

413 Anastasia Blvd.
St. Augustine, FL

904.824.7211 32080

NO-KILL ANIMAL RESCUE 904-484-8792
Aid. Adopt. Advocate. aylasacres.org
CASUAL DINING - HISTORIC LOCATION K J

904-587-4575

harbourdental.care/st-augustine

75 San Marco Avenue ¢ St. Augustine, FL 32084
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PTO Corner

We are coming up on the end of the school year
with extremely grateful hearts.

THANK YOU to the many, many families who have
donated this year. Here are some of the highlights of
what we've been able to fund:

Every single teacher grant has been fulfilled- both

for classroom needs and student incentives

Supply requests for our arts programs

The new Infini-D learning system for math and
science classes

The return of Spring Fling with more activities for

the kiddos to enjoy

Gifts and treats for our faculty and staff holiday

celebration, as well as Teacher Appreciation Week

THANK YOU to all of our parent volunteers. From
running concessions, to running around town picking
up needed items, to showing up for book fairs, teacher
appreciation events, and Spring Fling..we've had a lot
of fun together this year!

%

Orlando, FL

THANK YOU to our amazing faculty and staff for
all of your help with Spring Fling!!!! It would not have
happened without your support.

Finally, THANKYOU to the following businesses who
generously donated during Teacher Appreciation Week:

Vibe Nutrition

Wawa

Blue Wave Nutrition

Publix

Tidal Wave Nutrition

Purple Olive Restaurant

Eagle Families, we have loved serving our school
this year and meeting so many of you. Thank you for all
of the support you have given in so many ways. Have a
wonderful summer!

Your PTO Board
Jen Farrow, Kim Lischio, Katie Bechtold, Jen Lusk, Anne
Boddy, Kate Batzel, Shawna Erwin, and Beverly Banks




