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News from the Pack Leader
South Fort Myers
High School

“A Powerful School of 
Teaching and Learning” 

Wolfpack Family: 

	 I am excited for another powerful year of teaching and learning, and proud 
to share in the continued success of all the students, teachers and staff of Team 
South! As Principal of South Fort Myers High School, I want to make sure 
everyone related to the Wolfpack Family realizes how important they are to 
our school and community. Student success occurs when everyone is working 
and moving forward together in a positive direction. You are encouraged to 
stay informed of your student’s progress through communication with their 
counselor and teachers. My door is always open and I welcome parents to call 
anytime with concerns or questions. Please make it a priority to stay involved 
with South Fort Myers High School through our social media accounts on 
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. One final and important note: please make 
sure that we have current contact and emergency information for your student. 
Please go to the FOCUS Parent Portal on www.leeschools.net and make sure 
your contact information is correct. If you are not able to access the portal, 
please come by or call the school and we will be happy to assist you. Have a 
Powerful Wolfpack Day! 

	 Thank you for being a member of our Wolfpack Family!

Ed Mathews, Principal

VISION

To inspire students to be life-
long learners through rigor 
and relevance.

MISSION

To prepare all students to 
successfully enter the world 
of work and/or further their 
education by challenging 
them with rigorous academic 
and technical studies.

“A Powerful School of Teaching and Learning”

http://sfm.leeschools.net
http://www.academypublishing.com/schools/southfortmyers/southfortmyers.php
www.leeschools.net
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Follow the Pack! 
#StayConnected
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A PHONE CALL HOME MAKES 
ALL THE DIFFERENCE

	 You don’t have to reserve phone calls to 
parents or guardians for bad news. Building 
relationships with parents can set you and your 
students on a path to success, and it can save time 
in the longer run.

CALLING PARENTS WITH 
CONCERNS AND ISSUES
	 As I made more calls throughout the year, I got 
better at putting parents at ease. Often they were 
a little nervous at the start of the conversation, 
and I found I got better results by focusing on 
collaboration rather than confrontation. How 
you open is important, so consider these steps for 
calling a student’s home when you need to discuss 
a problem or concern.
1.	 Introduce yourself by your first name. 

Sometimes we teachers address each other as 
Mr., Ms., or Mrs., but I suggest we approach 
parents or guardians as peers. When we use 
our first name, it lightens any tension—and 
there is often tension on that first call—and 
works to establish right away that we are 
collaborating in supporting their child.

2.	 Begin the conversation with a positive. This 
looks something like, “I’m Jessica’s English 
teacher, and I’d like to start by saying I really 
appreciate her sense of humor. She gets us all 
laughing, and she is a reason period three is 
one of my favorite classes.” By doing this, you 
convey to the parent or guardian that you see 
all aspects of who the child is, not just his or 
her challenges.

3.	 Describe only actions—avoid labeling. 
After setting a positive tone, move on to the 
issue. Avoid saying things like, “Jonathan is 
disrespectful,” and instead try, “Jonathan 
often talks when I am talking or when 
classmates are sharing out, and when I ask 
him to please just listen, he often continues 
talking.” Stay away from words like defiant, 
rude, hyperactive, etc. Describing a child’s 
actions is simply providing data; this 
establishes you not as judge but rather as 
an observer. Then share the consequences 
or steps you’ve already taken following the 
child’s actions.

4.	 Ask questions seeking support. Once 
you’ve described the child’s actions and the 
consequences, what happens next is crucial—
asking parents or guardians for their support 
and advice. This creates the “we” connection 
you want and need with parents. For example, 
“What are some ideas you might have to help 
me support Jonathan and get him back on 
track?” or “What might be a suggestion for 

UNA LLAMADA TELEFÓNICA A 
CASA MARCA LA DIFERENCIA

No tiene que reservar llamadas telefónicas a 
los padres o tutores para recibir malas noticias. 
Establecer relaciones con los padres puede ponerlo 
a usted y a sus estudiantes en el camino hacia el 
éxito, y puede ahorrar tiempo a largo plazo.

LLAMAR A LOS PADRES CON 
INQUIETUDES Y PROBLEMAS
	 A medida que hacía más llamadas a lo largo 
del año, mejoraba en tranquilizar a los padres. A 
menudo estaban un poco nerviosos al comienzo de 
la conversación, y descubrí que obtenía mejores 
resultados al centrarme en la colaboración en 
lugar de la confrontación. La forma en que abres 
es importante, así que ten en cuenta estos pasos 
para llamar a la casa de un estudiante cuando 
necesites hablar de un problema o inquietud.
1.	 Preséntate por tu nombre de pila. A veces los 

maestros nos dirigimos unos a otros como Sr., 
Sra. o Sra., pero sugiero que nos acerquemos 
a los padres o tutores como compañeros. 
Cuando usamos nuestro nombre de pila, 
aligeramos cualquier tensión, y a menudo hay 
tensión en esa primera llamada, y funciona 
para establecer de inmediato que estamos 
colaborando para apoyar a su hijo.

2.	 Comienza la conversación con un mensaje 
positivo. Esto se ve algo así como: “Soy la 
maestra de inglés de Jessica y me gustaría 
comenzar diciendo que realmente aprecio 
su sentido del humor. Nos hace reír a todos, 
y es una de las razones por las que el tercer 
período es una de mis clases favoritas”. Al 
hacer esto, le transmites al padre o tutor que 
ves todos los aspectos de quién es el niño, no 
solo sus desafíos.

3.	 Describa solo las acciones, evite el etiquetado. 
Después de establecer un tono positivo, pasa 
al tema. Evita decir cosas como “Jonathan 
es irrespetuoso” y, en su lugar, intenta decir 
“Jonathan a menudo habla cuando yo hablo 
o cuando los compañeros de clase están 
compartiendo, y cuando le pido que por favor 
escuche, a menudo continúa hablando”. 
Aléjate de palabras como desafiante, grosero, 
hiperactivo, etc. Describir las acciones 
de un niño es simplemente proporcionar 
datos; esto te establece no como juez sino 
como observador. Luego, comparta las 
consecuencias o los pasos que ya ha tomado 
después de las acciones del niño.

4.	 Haga preguntas en busca de apoyo. Una vez 
que haya descrito las acciones del niño y las 
consecuencias, lo que sucede a continuación es 
crucial: pedir a los padres o tutores su apoyo 
y consejo. Esto crea la conexión de “nosotros” 

The School District of Lee County
Copyright (c) 2019 The Parent Institute, a Division of PaperClip Media, Inc.
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FAMILY INVOLVEMENT

talking with him? What works 
best with him?”

CALLING WITH GOOD NEWS
	 Phone calls home need not be 
reserved for problems. Strongly consider 
calling the homes of students who have 
improved their efforts or class grade, been 
helpful to their classmates or to you, or 
contributed routinely to class discussions, 
for example. Students talk to each other 
about their teachers (like it or not), and 
a positive phone call home will not only 
give you props with kids but contribute to 
building trust, rapport, and community. 
And these calls are great morale boosters 
for you after you make the difficult calls.

SENDING TEXTS & EMAILS
	 For positive comments and good 
news, text messages and emails are 
great. For concerns and problems, phone 
calls or meetings are the wisest routes. 
As we all know, texts and emails can 
be misconstrued. Talking with parents 
or guardians in real time avoids any of 
those digital message mishaps and, more 
importantly, allows you to immediately 
answer questions, clarify any concerns, 
and construct next steps together.

que quieres y necesitas con los padres. Por ejemplo, 
“¿Cuáles son algunas ideas que podrías tener para 
ayudarme a apoyar a Jonathan y volver a encarrilarlo?” 
o “¿Cuál podría ser una sugerencia para hablar con él? 
¿Qué funciona mejor con él?”

LLAMANDO CON BUENAS NOTICIAS
	 Las llamadas telefónicas a casa no tienen por qué 
reservarse para problemas. Considere seriamente llamar a las 
casas de los estudiantes que han mejorado sus esfuerzos o su 
calificación en clase, que han sido útiles para sus compañeros 
de clase o para usted, o que han contribuido rutinariamente a 
las discusiones en clase, por ejemplo. Los estudiantes hablan 
entre sí sobre sus maestros (les guste o no), y una llamada 
telefónica positiva a casa no solo le dará apoyo con los niños, 
sino que contribuirá a generar confianza, relación y comunidad. 
Y estas llamadas son un gran refuerzo de moral para ti después 
de tomar las decisiones difíciles.

ENVÍO DE MENSAJES DE TEXTO Y 
CORREOS ELECTRÓNICOS
	 Para comentarios positivos y buenas noticias, los mensajes 
de texto y los correos electrónicos son geniales. Para inquietudes 
y problemas, las llamadas telefónicas o las reuniones son las 
rutas más sabias. Como todos sabemos, los mensajes de texto 
y los correos electrónicos pueden malinterpretarse. Hablar con 
los padres o tutores en tiempo real evita cualquiera de esos 
percances con los mensajes digitales y, lo que es más importante, 
le permite responder preguntas de inmediato, aclarar cualquier 
inquietud y construir juntos los próximos pasos.

For more information on Title I and family involvement, contact Mary Jo Potter at 239-561-
0060 X250 or MaryJoP@LeeSchools.net.

FOCUS Parent Accounts
	 FOCUS parent accounts access student 
grades, assignments and schedules. Register 
for a Focus Parent Portal account using the 
appropriate link located on the main Focus login 
page or contact Carol Roth Information Specialist 
561-0060. To register for an account, you will 
need to know (and use) the active email address 
on file with the district, along with the Student’s 
ID number and Date of Birth. Parents who have 
children enrolled in more than one school, only 
need to setup one account.

Career Expo
	 College Night 2023 
& EXPO 2023. If you have 
any questions, please 
contact Emily Lincolnhol@
emilynb@leeschools.net.

mailto:MaryJoP@LeeSchools.net
mailto:emilynb@leeschools.net
http://www.premierdentalstudio.com
http://www.greatclips.com/salons/5959
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ParentLink®
	 ParentLink® is a 
messaging system that allows 
us to communicate with 
you concerning your child’s 
assignments, schedule, 
grades, attendance, lunch 
balance, and special events 
happening at school. In 
addition, in the event of the 
emergency, ParentLink® 
is the fastest, most reliable 
way you can get need-to-
know information directly 
to you. It is important that 
you communicate regularly 
to ensure we have accurate 
phone numbers and e-mail 
addresses on file for your 
family.
	 Additionally, there is a 
ParentLink® app 
available for your 
smartphone. This 
app will allow you 
to receive real-
time messages 
directly from your 
child’s school or the District.

Web site address is:  
http://parentlink.

leeschools.net/

The format for logon is as 
follows:
•	 User name is the 

Student ID of the eldest 
child in the School 
District, living in the 
student’s household, 
followed by the parent’s 
first and last initial.

The password is the birth 
date of the student whose ID 
was used for the Username, 
in the format of MMDDYY.

SFMHS Marching  
Band Senior Night

Seniors include Mason Gomez, Victoria 
Mummert, Keyani Smith, Jiovanni 

Alvarado Ramos

SFMHS WINTER Testing Schedule
·· This schedule is incomplete and subject to change.
·· Testing lists, plans and other resources will be posted a minimum of 

one (1) week before the administration.
·· All testing takes place OUTSIDE of the classroom EXCEPT District 

Math Progress Monitoring (STAR) and Biology & USH Progress 
Monitoring (Performance Matters).

Q # Date Assessment & Pertinent Information

2 December 5th
·· Window for 

Makeups: through 
December 20

FAST ELA Progress Monitoring
·· FAST - All Grade 9 & 10 students
·· Makeup testing sessions will be offered 

throughout the testing window.

2 December 6th-7th
·· Window for 

Makeups: through 
December 20

District Math Progress Monitoring (STAR)
·· Only students currently enrolled in 

Algebra 1 & Geometry 
·· Administered through Algebra 1 and 

Geometry classes
·· The classroom teacher has the 

responsibility to try to test all 
students until the window closes.

2 December 7th
·· Window for 

Makeups: through 
October 6

BEST ALGEBRA Retakes
·· Students who sat for the test (either the 

ALG 1 EOC or the BEST ALG EOC) and 
did not meet the graduation requirements

2 December 12
·· Makeup: 12/13

Florida Civic Literacy Exam (FCLE)
·· Students currently enrolled in US 

Government (predominantly seniors)

2 December 12th-13th
·· Window for 

Makeups: through 
December 20

District Biology Progress Monitoring 
(Performance Matters)

·· Students enrolled in Biology 
·· Administered through Biology classes 
·· The classroom teacher has the 

responsibility to try to test all 
students until the window closes.

2 December 18th
·· Window for 

Makeups: through 
December 20

District US History Progress Monitoring 
(Performance Matters) 

·· Students enrolled in US History
·· Administered through US History classes
·· The classroom teacher has the 

responsibility to test all students until 
the window closes.

2 December 13th
·· Window for 

Makeups: 
December 14 & 15

FAST ELA Retakes
·· Grade 11 and 12 students who have NOT 

yet met the ELA requirement

2 December 7th
Window for Makeups:

·· through October 6

BEST ALGEBRA Retakes
·· Students who sat for the test (either the 

ALG 1 EOC or the BEST ALG EOC) and 
did not meet the graduation requirements

http://parentlink.leeschools.net
http://parentlink.leeschools.net
http://DarumaRestaurant.com
http://SpiveyLaw.com
http://mariosmeatmarket.com
http://www.absolutecollision.net
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JROTC
	 Thank you to Mark Webber and 
Victor Gonzalez of the Minnesota 
Twins for their support! 
	 Please join me in congratulating 
your JROTC Raider Team that placed 
1st at the District Championships on 
Saturday, October 28th. The team will 
advance to the Florida State Champi-
onship meet on December 2nd, held on 
the campus of USF.
	 Jayda Bonilla-Mas, Wermin Che Pop, Alexander Davis, Sophia Homoky, 
Keylin Lavariega, Mariana Luna, Michael Phillips, Yadiel Torres, Jose Vidal, 
Logan Werstein, and Sebastian Alvarado.
	 Career & Technical Education, Lee County 

SFMHS Band
	 The Wolfpack Marching Band 
Sponsored Coffee for a Cause at the The 
Preserve, an assisted living facility in Fort 
Myers. They played music and engaged 
with the residents of the community.

AICE Art & Design 
Mr. Whipple

Some of our talented students 
will be showing 
their work at 
the next art 

exhibit.

Hospitality & Tourism 
Students

	 SFMHS is a proud sponsor & 
supporter for Harry Chapin Food Bank.  
If you need assistance, please contact 
one of our social workers at andreago@
leeschools.net or judithmo@leeschools.net.

BUILD MY FUTURE event that was held at Jet Blue Park was a huge success! Our students 
had the opportnity to work with professionals in multiple fields of the construction industry.
	 Mark Webber and Victor Gonzalez of the Minnesota Twins for your support of South Fort 
Myers High. They contributed $600 today to our upcoming Thanksgiving Celebration for our 
Jobs for America’s Graduates (JAG) program.
	 Our Job For America Graduates (JAG) at SFMHS work in the real world getting 
experience to prepare them for future success.

mailto:andreago@leeschools.net
mailto:andreago@leeschools.net
mailto:judithmo@leeschools.net
http://drbiteright.com
http://MassageEnvy.com
http://braxton.edu
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WINTER
 Sports Schedules

Homecoming
2023

http://thenorthlawfirm.com
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Fall Sports
FOOTBALL 2023 
SENIOR NIGHT 
COACH WILLIS MAY

Seniors Include:  
Quarice Vance, Chase Enguita, Jancarlos Ramos, Justin White, Javien White, Kamryn Bunting, Necardo 
Dixon, Enrique Olmos, Aiden Lys, Frandly Michel, Jose Robelo, Jacoby Mason, Michael McDonald

VOLLEYBALL 
2023 SENIOR 
NIGHT 
COACH 
HAILEY 
HOUCHIN

Seniors include 
Jasmin Castaneda, 
Cailin Daugherty, 

Jazmin Wicks, 
Victoria Mummert

http://lennys.com
http://Mandala-Counseling.com
http://fb.com/LabadieRestaurant
http://floridapiratecruise.com
https://linktr.ee/communitythriftstorefm?utm_source=qr_code
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SENIOR NEWS
IMPORTANT SENIOR DATES  

TO REMEMBER
GRADUATION 
REQUIREMENTS

·· At least 24 Credits
·· Minimum 2.0 G.P.A.
·· Pass FSA ELA 10th Grade
·· Pass Algebra 1 EOC
·· Take Geo, USH, Bio EOC’S

PROM: April 6th @ Pelican Preserve 7-10pm
GRAD BASH: April 19th - $200 Reserves your spot

YEARBOOKS: �$75 until Thanksgiving.  
After Thanksgiving price is $85.

Wolfpack  
Athletic Boosters 

NEEDS YOU!
	 The Wolfpack Athletic 
Booster Club is looking 
for new members. Regular 
meetings are on the 2nd 
Monday of the month, but 
the September meeting will 
be on Tuesday, September 12 
at 6pm at Glory Days.
	 We have fun events 
scheduled and look forward 
to meeting you at the next 
meeting. Email wolfpack-
athleticboosterclub@gmail.
com with any questions.

Swim Team 2023
COACH ROBIN STRANGE

Seniors include Alejandro Salas, Yabdielys Nicole 
Mejia-Marzan, Jayna Aldrich

School Advisory Council News…
	 All South Fort Myers High School stakeholders - parents, students, community 
members, and business partners – are invited to participate in our 2023-2024 School 
Advisory Council (SAC) meetings virtually via Zoom.
	 We discuss happenings around the SFMHS campus, as well as future exciting 
events we have planned for our powerful students. The remainder of this school year’s 
meeting dates are February 5th, April 8th, and May 6th. The meetings begin at 6:00 PM.
	 If you have any questions or would like the Zoom link, contact Rachel Mas @ 
rachaelcm@leeschools.net.

2023-24 Banner Packages

mailto:wolfpackathleticboosterclub@gmail.com
mailto:wolfpackathleticboosterclub@gmail.com
mailto:wolfpackathleticboosterclub@gmail.com
mailto:rachaelcm@leeschools.net

