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9th/10th Grade (A-G)
Donna Jesaitis Discipline -
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Linda Nichols Discipline -

12th Grade    
Michael Spencer Discipline - 

9th/10th Grade (P-Z) 
Kevin Thompson Discipline - 

9th/10th Grade (H-O)
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Ms. Melanie Googe - Freshman

Mr. Robert Merrill - Sophomore  
    Ms. Grace Maldonaldo - Junior

Ms. Donna Scheetz - Senior 
  Ms. Betsy Bains - MTSS, 504, HSCA

For Parents, Students, Staff  
and Community of  

South Lake 
High School

Letter from the principal

Please visit South Lake High School’s website: www.southlakehs.com
To download a PDF version of this newsletter, go to http://academypublishing.com/schools/southlake/southlake.php

Telephone: 352/394-2100
Fax: 352/394-1972

Dear Eagle Family, 
 As we begin to wind down this 2019-20 school year, there is much to celebrate! 
Many of our Eagles have risen to the challenges and expectations set forth for academic 
success, conduct, and pride. Our students and staff have been recognized around 
Lake County and the State of Florida for excellence in community involvement, fine arts 
performances, club and student organization accolades, athletic success, and individual 
academic accomplishments. 
 We have recently completed another round of the Lake Standards Assessments for 
English Language Arts, Algebra 1, Geometry, Biology, and US History, as a way for teachers 
and students to determine the skills and standards to focus on leading up to the end 
of the year assessments. As we move into the months of April and May, students will be 
taking part in state FSA and EOC assessments, Advanced Placement tests, and Career & 
Technical Education industry certification opportunities. Please encourage your student to 
be in attendance on their assigned test days and to bring their Chromebooks fully charged, 
while ensuring that they are well rested and prepared to give their best effort in order to 
demonstrate their understanding and mastery of concepts learned. Feel free to access 
our school’s testing calendar on the website for the most up to date testing information. 
 As we prepare to move into the final nine-week grading period of this academic year, 
it is important that you continue to encourage your child to finish strong in their classes 
by being diligent in attending school every day, keeping up with assignments and due 
dates, taking part in discussions and projects, and preparing for tests and assessments. 
It is also vital that your child takes advantage of the two Flex Time periods we offer each 
week, which is a time during the school day devoted to intervention and extra practice in 
course subjects where they need the most help. Please continue to monitor your child’s 
attendance and academic progress using the Skyward portal, or to sign up for a family 
access account if you have not already done so. 
 We will be soon celebrating another class of graduates from South Lake High School, 
the Class of 2020, and are thankful for the collective effort from parents, teachers, and 
the entire school community that has helped prepare them for their futures ahead, as 
well as the individual determination and effort put forth by the students. We know that 
they are destined for great things, and are excited to cheer them on as they begin their 
new journey. 
 Thank you for your continued support of our school!
 
Respectfully, 
Steven Benson, Principal 

www.southlakehs.com
http://academypublishing.com/schools/southlake/southlake.php


2

“Flight Patterns”
March 2020

Published Four Times Per Year
South Lake High School
15600 Silver Eagle Rd.
Groveland, FL 34736

Issue #1

Ad Placement

John M. McKay Scholarship
February 4, 2020

Required notification to parents/guardians of students with disabilities:
 Your child may be eligible to participate in the John M. McKay Scholarship for Students with 

Disabilities Program for the 2020-21 school year.
 To be eligible for the McKay Scholarship Program, a student must apply for the program prior 
to withdrawing from public school. The student must have an Individual Education Plan (IEP), or 504 
Accommodation Plan issued under section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (with duration of more 
than six months), and:
• Have been enrolled and reported for funding in a public school for the school year prior to applying 

for a scholarship (Grades K-12) (foster student may be exempt from the requirement); or
• Have been a prekindergarten student who was enrolled and reported for funding in a Florida public 

school during the school year prior to applying for a scholarship; or
• Have received specialized instructional services under the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education 

Program from an approved provider pursuant to section 1002.66, Florida Statutes, during the previous 
school year; or

• Have attended the Florida School for the Deaf and Blind during the preceding school year’s student 
membership surveys (Grades K-12).

 To find out if your student is eligible, you may apply for the McKay Scholarship Program on the School 
Choice website at www.floridaschoolchoice.org . Select the McKay Scholarships link, then Parents, and 
then the link titled Apply for a McKay Scholarship. 

 To learn more about your child’s educational options, please contact the District McKay contact 
at (352)253-6600. You may also contact the Florida Department of Education, Office of Independent 
Education and Parental Choice Information Hotline at 1-800-447-1636, or visit the School Choice 
website at www.floridaschoolchoice.org and click the McKay Scholarships link. 
 In order for a student to be eligible for the program, intent to participate in the McKay Scholarship 
Program must be filed on the School Choice website prior to withdrawing from public school. The 
deadline to apply for the first payment period of the 2020-2021 school year is July 3, 2020.
 This is notification to you that your child may be eligible to participate in the McKay Scholarship 
Program. This notice does not guarantee your student’s eligibility.

Sincerely,
Charlann Herndon, M. Ed.
ESE School Specialist
South Lake High School

Ad Placement

Ad Placement

www.floridaschoolchoice.org
www.floridaschoolchoice.org
http://www.CHCFL.org
http://theragergroup.com
http://rxgroveland.com
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Behind the Wheel
• Check the SLHS website to print the application and return it to Mrs. Wilson in room 217 on the main campus.
• It’s free to all students living in Lake County (even home and private school students).
• Students get 10 hours of driving instruction.
• Most insurance companies offer a discount for students who take the class. 
• Classes are being conducted throughout the end of this school year and during the summer. 

Girls’ Basketball
 The South Lake Girls Basketball team finished with a record of 17-6 this year, the best record 
since around 2010 and the first winning record since 2012. 
 Coach Kimberly Smith won District 6A Coach of the Year. 
 Freshman Ellasyn Matlak won District 6A Player of the Year! Ellasyn Matlak in her freshman season 
averaged 13 points a game, 2.4 assists a game, 4.1 rebounds a game, and 3 steals a game. She 
finished the season with 299 points total after having one 33 point game, four 20+ point games, and 
one double-double. 

Ad Placement

Ad Placement
At Clermont Radiology we understand that your family has a busy schedule!

Our doors are open 7 days a week, now with extended hours, to ensure
that your appointment won’t interfere with your family’s commitments.  

M-F: 7am-10pm, Sat: 7am-5pm, Sun: 9am-2pm
S c h e d u l e  a n  A p p o i n t m e n t !

352-241-6100 · info@clermontradiology.com
871 Oakley Seaver Dr. · Clermont, FL 34711

http://laketech.org
http://www.wawa.com
http://www.clermontradiology.com
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Interact Club News
 The Interact Club is hosting our 4th annual Culture Night Thursday, 
March 26th. Join us in the South Lake High School Cafeteria from 
5:30-7:00 PM. Travel to customs and grab a passport before 
journeying around the world to different cultures and places. 
Students will be presenting all of these different places and cultures. 
There will be games, and you can purchase a food sampler 
ticket for $1! The voucher will earn you one free sample in every 
country or culture that has free samples. You can choose to get 
the sample ticket after visiting the countries. Then you will travel 
back through customs and have your passport verified.

Band News
 Our very own Screaming Eagle Band Program has had a very busy week. On 

Saturday, February 15, the band participated in the Florida Bandmasters Association 
District 19 Solo & Ensemble Music Performance Assessment at Tavares High School. Our 
students performed quite well and received the following accolades:
• Jazz Combo I: Superior Rating*
• Jazz Combo II: Superior Rating*
• Jazz Combo III: Superior Rating*
• Flute Duet: Excellent Rating
• Clarinet Duet: Excellent Rating
• Flute Trio: Superior Rating*
• Woodwind Choir: Superior Rating*
• Tuba Quartet: Superior Rating*
• Brass Choir: Superior Rating*
• Percussion Ensemble: Superior Rating*
• Indoor Guard: Excellent Rating
• Robert Schmidt / Trumpet Solo: Superior Rating*
• David Dalia / Trombone Solo: Superior Rating*
*These events all qualified for State MPA in March in Gainesville.
 We also traveled on Wednesday, February 19, to the Florida Bandmasters Association 
District 19 Jazz Music Performance Assessment at Mount Dora High School. Our Jazz 
Lab Band performed at their best, and received a Superior Rating from one judge and 
Excellent Ratings from the other two judges, for an overall Excellent Rating. Our Studio 
Jazz Ensemble performed brilliantly, and received an overwhelming Superior Rating 
with Straight A’s on all three adjudicator’s sheets. The Studio Jazz Ensemble qualified to 
attend State Jazz MPA in March in Gainesville for the ninth year in a row.
 These events were comprised of the majority of our band program, incorporating 
around 80 of our 99 students.

Ad 
Placement Ad Placement

http://buffalowildwings.com


5

Njrotc Annual Navy Command Inspection
 On Wednesday, 12 February 2020, The South Lake NJROTC Unit held its 
annual command inspection. The purpose of the inspection is to determine 
that the Navy’s requirements and standards for retention of NJROTC units is being 
met. The inspection evaluates the unit in the areas of school system program 
support, program administration, academic program, reports and records, 
cadet performance and student mentoring. The inspection was officiated by 
CDR Mike Hart, USN (Ret). The visit included a uniform personnel inspection of 
176 assigned cadets by CDR Hart, CDR Guy, and MSgt Messenger as well as a 
pass-in-review military parade in the football stadium. In addition, the Unarmed 
Exhibition Drill Team, commanded by Cadet Lieutenant Savannah Smith, and 
the Armed Exhibition Drill Team, commanded by Cadet Master Chief Petty Officer 
Daniel Mejia, performed drill demonstrations. The Battalion Staff, led by Cadet 
Commander Brett Coolidge, presented the command brief to CDR Hart and Ms. 
James, which highlighted the unit’s accomplishments and goals for the school 
year. The SLHS Silver Eagle Band, Bella A Capella chorus, along with the Culinary 
Arts Department provided outstanding collaboration to make this inspection one 
of our best ever. The South Lake NJROTC program was evaluated as “outstanding” 
in all inspected areas

Ad Placement

SLHS NJROTC Qualifies for State Championship
 The SLHS NJROTC Unit competed in an NJROTC sanctioned Field Meet at 
Tampa Bay Technical High School in Tampa on Saturday, 18 January 2020. 
The team placed second overall in the meet and earned trophies in all 13 
competitive events, including first place in Overall Drill, Unarmed and Armed 
Regulation and Unarmed Exhibition Drill; second place in Academics, Personnel 
Inspection and Color Guard; fifth place in Armed Exhibition drill; third place in 
overall athletics, including third in team push ups and curl ups, and fourth in the 
100 yard relay. The second place finish qualifies the SLHS NJROTC Unit for its twelfth 
appearance at the Florida NJROTC Drill Championship scheduled at Spoto High 
School on 7 March 2020.

SLHS NJROTC Competes in State Championship
 The South Lake High School NJROTC Academic Team recently completed in the State of 
Florida Championship Brain Brawl. The team participated in the semi-final round 
of the competition and ranked twelfth among thirty-two teams representing 
NJROTC Area Seven in the state of Florida. It was the third appearance of the 
South Lake Team at the state championships. Brain Brawl is a daylong triple 
elimination tournament in quiz show format. Subject matter includes four grade 
levels of Naval Science Curriculum, along with history, science, language arts, 
and current events. The team includes team captain, Jacob Cortez, Kassidy 
Larson, Oscar Perez, Brett Coolidge, and Lorelei Tenninty.

Support South Lake High School
by advertising in the Flight Patterns! 

This is a wonderful way for your business to get 
community recognition and exposure, and at the 

SAME TIME help support your local schools!

South Lake High School
Candice Fisher • FisherC1@lake.k12.fl.us

http://academypublishing.com/advertising.php
http://academypublishing.com/advertising.php
mailto:FisherC1@lake.k12.fl.us


6

Avid
 AVID recruitment for the 2020-2021 school year is happening now. Students in AVID get 

access to unique scholarships and tutoring to assist them with rigorous coursework. If you know 
someone that would like to join AVID they can contact Eric Calabrese, the AVID Coordinator, 

at calabresee@lake.k12.fl.us or stop by room 17-225 for an application. 

Ad PlacementAd 
Placement

Graduation/Senior News
• April 1-2, 2020 - Cap and Gown Delivery! 8-10am outside of the cafeteria
• April 18, 2020 - Prom! 7pm-11pm at Disney’s Boardwalk Inn Resort
• April 25, 2020 - Gradbash! (For seniors who ordered tickets)
• May 1, 2020 - ALL FLVS and E2020 classes MUST be completed.
• May 3, 2020 - 6:00pm Baccalaureate Program at First United Methodist Church Wesley Center
• May 15, 2020 - LAST DAY FOR SENIORS!! Plan on being at school ALL DAY!
• May 15, 2020 - Cap and Gown Picture in the Gym- you MUST be here at 7:00am to be in the 

picture. Please make sure to hang up your gown when you get it to get rid of the wrinkles!
• May 15, 2020 - Graduation Rehearsal in the Gym 8am-12pm. This is MANDATORY! ALL FINES 

MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO PARTICIPATING IN REHEARSAL. Any unpaid fines will cause you to NOT be 
able to participate and/or be placed at the end of the line. Pay any outstanding fines no later 
than May 13, 2020. 

• May 15, 2020 - Senior BBQ after Graduation Rehearsal
• May 15, 2020 - 10 tickets will be given free to each senior at graduation rehearsal. Extra tickets 

will be for sale after spring break for $10 each
• May 19, 2020 - GRADUATION at UCF! Students please arrive at 5:30pm. Doors for families open 

at 6:30pm. Ceremony starts at 7:30pm.
• June, 2020 – All testing must be completed.
• July 31, 2020 - The Bright Futures Application closes

mailto:calabresee@lake.k12.fl.us
http://excelpeds.com
http://www.LSSC.edu


alma mater
 Dear alma mater, 

blue and silver shine,
Now while we face 

our foes and
 mountains climb.

We will never 
lose our way; 

your guidance 
shall endure.

Among the hills, 
our South Lake High 

shall never 
stand obscure!

 

fight song
 South Lake 

High School,
Fly, Eagles, Fly,

Silver and the Blue!
Striving for Pride,

To do it or die,
And always 

see it through.
South Lake High School,

Always be true,
Be the best, 

none can deny
That the Eagles’ flight

Will rise out of sight,
The Screaming Eagles 

of South Lake High!
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Senior Gloria O. is showing 
off her realistic food project
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Art

Ceramics 1 students, Brynn and Hayden, practicing their skills on the potter’s wheel
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Attention Parents
Dear Parents: 
 Please be aware of the attendance policy set by the Lake County School Board. Here are a 
few of the attendance concerns that we come across most often. Please feel free to review the 
Attendance Policy in the Lake County School Website, Code of Conduct for more information.
• Only 2 “parent notes” will be excused per 9 week period. 
• Documentation explaining absence needs to be turned in within 2 school days after 

the return of the student.
• 3 tardies per 9 weeks = 1 excused absence.
• If more than 15 minutes tardy to class will constitute an absence in that class for that day.
 You are not able to check out your students the last 20 minutes of school. Please check them 
out before then if the need arises for you to pick up your student for any reason. 
 It is very important that you let our school nurse know if your child has a medical concern. 
 For example: If your child has Diabetes, Asthma, Allergies, etc., a folder will be created in the 
clinic for them with the medical concern. This information is critical so that in the event that an 
issue arises with your child while in school, we will know how to respond and help your child, without 
wasting precious time trying to figure out what is wrong. 
 Please stop by and see Holly Cabral, LPN or call her at 352-394-2100 Ext. 5441 if your child 
has a medical concern. You can also email her at Cabralh@lake.k12.fl.us and she will contact 

you if needed. Thank you for helping us keep your child safe.

mailto:Cabralh@lake.k12.fl.us

