FOR THE PARENTS, STUDENTS, STAFF, AND COMMUNITY OF SPANISH RIVER COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL

SPANISH RIVER

Spanish River
Community High School

5100 Jog Road
Boca Raton, FL 33496
Phone: (561) 241-2200

Administration

Mrs. Allison Castellano
Principal

Mrs. Goron
Assistant Principal

Dr. Allen-Jefferson
Students A-D

Mrs. DeMarzo
Students E-K

Mrs. Carril
Students L-Q

Mr. Sollod
Students R-Z

December 2023
Volume 7 ¢ Issue 3

The
Spanish River
Vision

Our vision is to create a

nationally known high
school highly regarded for its

academic excellence, while
helping all students prepare
for and be accepted into post
secondary education or careers.

A Message from the Principal

Shark Nation,

On behalf of all of our staff, | wish you a blessed
Thanksgiving with your families and loved ones. Semester
exams begin on December 18th and will be completed on
December 22nd. Students will return to school to start 2nd
semester on Tuesday, January 9th.

We had an amazing turnout at our Academy Open
House last month and want to remind our Shark
families with younger siblings that you must apply for
an academy if you're interested, even if you are zoned
for Spanish River High School. Visit the school district’s
choice website to apply.

We hope to know our graduation date before we leave for holiday break. We will
get you that important date as soon as we can. Important exam dates and times for
AP and AICE exams have been announced. Cambridge Exam takers need to review
their dates and times as there are NO makeups for AICE exams and makeups are
limited for AP exams as well. Please mark your calendars with these important times
as students MUST take the exams to receive their 6.0 credit for the courses.

Progress Monitoring Plans have been put in place for any students that are not
meeting district or state requirementsin English/Language Arts and/or Mathematics.
We have purchased (with support of our school district, PTSA, and Foundation)
several adaptive technology programs (Math/Reading IXL, No Red Ink, Reading
Plus, NewsELA Pro, Vocab.com) that can help students that have deficiencies. Please
ensure your child is taking advantage of these adaptive programs and completing
required assignments given by teachers. In addition, many of our teachers are
offering tutoring and exam prep sessions to help students prepare for upcoming
exams. Please assist your child with helping them monitor their SIS grades as we
approach the end of the second nine weeks. Semester grades are configured by
using the two nine weeks grades (40% each) combined with the exam grade (20%).

| wish the entire Spanish River community a safe and happy holiday season.
Please take time to relax and spend time with those you love. Make memories that
will last forever.

Mrs. Allison Castellano

Happy Holidays!

Your proud principal,
Allison Castellano
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_ Students’ Last Name Counselor
College & Career Coach  |Suzanne Riggle
_ Suzanne.Riggle@palmbeachschools.org
ELL students Mrs. Mariliana Abramowicz
Mariliana.Abromowicz@palmbeachschools.org
A-Ch Mes. Lisa Sollod
Lisa.Sollod@palmbeachschools.org
Ci-F Mrs. Kaitlin Wheatley
Kaitlin.Wheatley@palmbeachschools.org
. e o s G-K Mrs.Melissa Loyacona
VisionCare Unlimited Melissa.Loyacoyna@paImbeachschools.org
Optometric & Optical Services =M Ms. Janet Kalman
Janet.Kalman@palmbeachschools.org
0O-Sb Ms. Natalie Havens
561)241.LOOK (5665) Natalie.Havens@palmbeachschools.org
2901 Clint Moore Rd., Ste. 8 - Boca Raton, FL 33496 Sc-Z Ms. Marissa Passatempo
www.visioncareunlimited.com Marissa.Passatempo@palmbeachschools.org

W%

Clive Rosenbusch D.D.S.

General Dentistry
Cosmetic ® Laser ¢ Invisalign®

561.394.7888

Glades-St. Andrews Professional Center
2499 Glades Road, Suite 307 » Boca Raton, FL 33431
www.cliverosenbuschdds.com

eeducutiunnl
axcellaence

How students can access their School Counselor

Students may make an appointment to see their counselor by going to the Blue or
Silver Suite (1000 Building) or emailing their counselor. In addition, we take walk-in
appointments in between classes, during lunches and respond to a note left for us to call
students down.
College & Career Coach

There are currently renovations being made to our College and Career Room. Students
can see our College and Career Counselor, Mrs. Riggle, during lunch on Tuesdays and
Thursdays in the room next to our clinic, accessible through the Silver Suite. You can also
email Mrs. Riggle to book an appointment.
Attendance & Potential Grade/ Credit Impact

Attendance is critical to learning for all students. Statistics show that those who attend

all their classes on a regular basis have a higher academic success rate.
continued

EXPERT COLLEGE PLANNING & TUTORING

PROVEN RESULTS
PERSONALIZED SERVICES
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

Our Students are Accepted to Ivy League
Universities, University of Florida, and other In-State

and Out-of-State Competitive Universities

FLEXIBLE HOURS
Daytime, Evenings & Weekends

Nancy Polin
561-502-1954

‘ nancy@educationalexcellence.info

College Applications and Essays

PSAT / SAT / ACT / Academic Tutoring
Proven Record for Significantly Increasing Scores!

Best Fit College Lists

Recommend ON-SITE & VIRTUAL Extracurricular/
Community Service / Summer Programs that
MAKE COLLEGE APPLICATIONS SHINE!

Specialized College Advising for Students with
Learning Disabilities/ADD

See Our College Acceptances, SAT/ACT Score Increases &
Complete Service List
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When a student is absent they should email each of their teachers and do their best
to keep up with any work on Google Classrooms. Once they return to school they can
coordinate with teachers regarding any missed quizzes/tests/exams.

Understanding Semester Grades, Credits, & GPA

The school year is divided into 2 semesters:

» 1st semester is from August-December and is made up of the grades from 1st
quarter (40%), 2nd quarter (40%), and semester exams (20%). Students will receive .50
credit for each first semester class they pass.

+ 2nd semester is from January-May and is made up of the grades from 3rd quarter
(40%), 4th quarter (40%), and semester exams (20%). Students will receive .50 credit for
each second semester class they pass.

« EOC subject-area classes (Algebra 1, Geometry, Biology, and U.S. History) are
year-long courses with 1.0 credit awarded for successful completion of the course. The
final course grade will consist of 70% in the coursework (grades from 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and
4th quarter and the midterm exam) and 30% in the EOC exam grade.

The semester and year-long grades received in each class impact the cumulative GPA,
and are based ona4.0 scale:A=40B=3.0C=20D=1.0F=0
* Honors courses are weighted at 1.125 times the standard scale. - AP, IB, AICE, and Dual
Enrollment courses are weighted at 1.50 times the standard scale.

Coffee with the Counselors
We are continuing our virtual talks for parents/guardians of all grade levels. Please join

us live at 8am using this Google Meet code: meet.google.com/gmu-noic-tha.

Here are our dates for our coffee talks in 2024: January 26th, February 23rd, and March
15th. If you are not able to make it live you can view the recordings on our website. This is
under: Students and Parents/ School Counseling Department/ Coffee with the Counselors.
Recognition Program

Your School Counselors are working hard to motivate & reward students with our
quarterly recognition program. We had our first recognition for students who earned all A’s
and those who earned all As and Bs in the first quarter. These students received a certificate
and we celebrated them with a treat given during both lunches in early November. We are so
proud of them!We plan to expand our reward in the second quarter. We will be recognizing
any students who earn all A’s, As and Bs, as well as students whose GPA improved by a
quarter of a point or more from first to second quarter.

VE YOUR

JTURE

Pursue a Healthcare
degree:

UNIVERSITY"

West Palm Beach, FL

Physical Therapist Assistant (AS)
Nursing (BSN)

Now offering the Southeastern Florida
Sunshine Grant

You may qualify for $1,740 per quarter®
for a Bachelor’s degree or $1,404 per quarter®
for an Associate’s degree

*Grant is issued per credit hour, up to 12 hours and is only
available for select programs for those who qualify.

Programs, credential levels, technology, and scheduling options vary

by school and are subject to change. Not all programs are available

to residents of all U.S. states. South University, West Palm Beach,

University Centre, 9801 Belvedere Rd., Royal Palm Beach, FL w—-——
33411. © 2023 South University. All rights reserved. R
Financial Aid is available to those who qualify.

MILEST¢$NE
COLLEGE PREP

EXPLORE*ENGAGE*EMPOWER

College Planning ACT/SAT Prep
Subject Tutoring Essay Editing
College Application Support
Financial Aid Guidance

OFFICE: 561-470-7100 CELL: 561-465-6250
WWW.MILESTONECOLLEGEPREP.COM

_

ASSES~RTIVE
ORIVING SCHOOL
www.assertivedrivingschools.com

(561)990-9288

PREPARING YOU

FOR THE ROAD
A T
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Novice PF Dehate Team takes 1st Place

. Testing at University of Florida’s Blue Key
AICE Testing Schedule 2024 Speech and Dehate Tournament
‘ —_ RO | This previous Hallo-weekend Spanish River Debate ventured

; . '."f'" TETET o to the University of Florida to compete in the Blue Key Speech and

P e, 7 ; - : Debate Tournament. Ninety-six teams competed at this Tournament of

p e ' e ' : Champions Event over two days with six intense preliminary rounds of

S T Debate versus national and international competition.

- " ram Our three varsity PF teams fought hard and secured some big

A= . _ e underdog wins against nationally-ranked competition. Sophomore

ALA e g Moy M g ' team Rylee Schwimmerand Jason Cohen quickly established themselves

i _ _ ; i as formidable opponents and won well-fought rounds. Laney Williams

i e .. ST 1 AN e T and Graciela Mier also proved to be tough competitors, and veterans

i T s 2wk a3 Logan Adelstein and Mia Landau helped lead team morale. Our PFers

i ey e, 2es | ; g represented the best and purest form of debate, providing logical and
solid arguments on a topic to inspire good conversation and discourse.

Our Lincoln-Douglas debaters also racked up wins against tough

= Tt competition, with President Joseph Lucas’s experience shining

e el el X e 1 o g g through. The two-time Blue Key participant remained unfazed

oo ; . ’ throughout the intense tournament. Sophomore Sakina Jaferi was

; = i _ also successful in her first national tournament debating in LD. Seniors

B ey sy | w3 ijmian s i Isabella Hansen and Adam Siegel waded into the arena of LD for the

in : e first time and exhibited admirable perseverance and determination at

their first national tournament.

P : ; Our Novice PF team, featuring freshmen Brandon Sherman and

: ' : Taylor Salee, ended up having the most successful tournament out

of everyone. Throughout the preliminary rounds and up until the

p " = Bh o : Novice Championship round, this PF team stayed laser-focused.

Ay g ey 1 3 i T - ' When it came time for the first-place trophy to be awarded, our

. Spanish River team of Sherman and Salee proved to be the best

m 1o out of the forty-five teams in their event. It was truly a monumental

i e 1 ol 1A victory for the program and the school, to win first place in this event

at a national competition. It was a perfect way to end
the tournament after a long, but rewarding weekend.

) FLORIDA Along with our competitors, our five judges made
s BLUE KEY this entire tournament possible. They aided the team
1 and judged fourteen rounds altogether! Mrs. Laufer,

our amazing coach, truly made this weekend a fun
and educational experience. Next year Spanish River
is going to come back to the swamp collecting more
hardware and experience to pass on to the next
generation of Shark Debaters.

By: Logan Adelstein

FLORATIA

ACADENMIC
TUTehiline — ACT/SAT
. PRER

@ScoreAt [he Iop

' @%?@mﬁ'g,g LEARNING CENTERS AND SCHOOLS
COURSES Supporting students for over 35 years
FOR CREDIT

www.ScoreAtTheTop.com Boca Raton 561-241-1610 Boca@ScoreAtTheTop.com


http://www.ScoreAtTheTop.com

AP Classes

AP Capstone students in Ms. Kingham’s AP Seminar class enjoyed
a field trip to FAU's library on October 18th. Over the course of the day,
students participated in hands-on and instructional seminars in the
Rare Books and Manuscripts Center, the Jaffe Center for Book Arts,
and the Research Library. Highlights of the day included operating
an old printing press, viewing a document with George Washington'’s
signature, taking in the smells of the climate-controlled book room,
and of course, lunch in the food court.

9218 Glades Road, Bdca Raton Florid 38885
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PERVING BREAKFAST, LUNCH,
DINNER, DESSERTS, CREPES AND ICE CREAM

IMINAL &
FIC DEFENSE
ormer Prosecutors
1.888.5.DEFEND

www.leifertlaw.com
Located across from Atlantic H.S.
2160 W. Atlantic Ave., Delray Beach, Florida

EHE LAW OFFICES OF

EIFERT & LEIFERT

Serving Palm Beach, Broward and Dade Counties

GO SHARKS! .Oo. TLC

Spanish River High School Hos Pita |
West Boca High School

Olympic Heights High School . ? .
Boca Raton Community High School Frint and b"“g, this ad fola free
new patient exam. $75 vatue

(561) 715-4006 The only tutor in Boca for 35 years! www.tle.vet

Boca Raton www.MartyFeldmanSATprep.com (561)997-8090 | 5400 N Dixle Hwy, Boca Raton, FL
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Welcome to School Cash_Ohline

What is School Cash Online?

Payment Methods Available:

School Cash Online is an onling panent portal that offers a safe,
fast and comenient way 1o pay for school activity fees. The portal
4 customized to meet your school's necds and allows you as 3
parent, to add your Students, make payments, check curnent
baance/account history, print or wiew receipts, and necebve .

notifications about upcoming events. Credrt Card

Pay with Viia or MasterCand on School Cash Online by
enlering your credit card information

Why Use School Cash Online?

'With Schoaol Cash Online, you can pay all your student’s school
fees with the click of a button. Wherever. Whenever. Sthool H'E'Eister Tﬂdafl
Cash Online enables you 1o kéep track of your student’s school

ikems and acthities. Follow these nstructions to create your School Cash Online account

today.
Purchase these items online. PP Eon
Gota
" hitps.//palmbeach. schoolcashonline com,’ and diick on
"Gt Started Today™

@ w (-all;.rrn Yqu lr”*li
2, " 2 Chiack your inbox for the email confirmation and dick
L] A

on the link inside. Sgn in with your new login detalls.

0 ) ) Stay connected by selected “Yes” to emall notifications
- about wpooming fees,
w

- Hlmmwmmlmmmfwm&n
’ assagned to my student and updates on school-rerated

Add a Student

Chick “Add Student”™ and fill in the: requined Relds with your
child's details.

@ Bosa 16 Fast. Safe. Convenient.

For more information contact Parent Helpdesk at
parenthelp@schoolcashonline.com

. 12 WEEK ENTRY LEVEL DENTAL
: ASSISTANT PROGRAM

No High School Diploma e No Experience Required

561-620-8200

ca},r‘ﬁ%éiwus = ;'i . __‘.‘ \ info@teamsiegel.com
| 3 f
Hand-on Training 1 Day per week b I I-L(-; lil I—-' ':*\' b] L EI—I L] I) L] A - TEAMSIEGEL.COM

128-Hour Externship in a Dental Office
of your choice

rded Florida Dental L WE WORK IN THE AREAS OF:
I 99% Job Real Estate Transactions and Litigation, Estate Planning, Probate, and we represent

Florida Board of Placement . . . .. .
it :togiel i DT, Success clients as Trial Attorneys in both Civil and Criminal cases.

Affordable

CONTACT US Tuition SERVING CLIENTS

(561)867-0994 FINANCING THROUGHOUT 1600 South Dixie Highway, Suite 300 | Boca Raton, FL 33432
Royaldentalacademy1@outlook.com AVAILABLE South Florida

www.RoyalDentalAcademy.com
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Band

Congratulations to our Silver Sound Marching Band and Guard for a fun and fulfilling
season! The group performed a lively and interactive show called One and Done: One Hit
Wonders Through the Years. The 64 students worked hard, learned a lot, made new friends, SPANISH RIVER
and took home multiple awards throughout the season, including Overall Superior ratings
at the Music Performance Assessment. The group also performed the show at every football
game as well as supporting the Riverboyz with lively music during the game, all the way to
the team'’s playoff berth. The group even had time for a trip to Orlando that included a day
of fun at Universal’s Islands of Adventure.

Outside of marching season, the concert and jazz bands performed in both Fall and
Winter Concerts. Many of the band’s students qualified for All County Jazz Band, All County
Concert Band, All State Band, and the Solo and Ensemble Festival. The musical talent at
River is deep!

Interested in Marching Band, Color Guard, Concert Band, or Jazz Band? Join the fun!
Contact our director, Craig White at craig.white@palmbeachschools.org.

Sports Corner
_ P |
c.f.. & ‘(V‘_hﬂf“ Are you interested in playing

a sport for the winter or spring

1 season? Athletes will need to register
b through the following link: https://

: www.registermyathlete.com/login/.

= \N i ’ m. Once you create an account, you will

need to submit all the athletic packet
requirements through the site. If
anyone has any questions, please see

Coach Suarez, Athletic Director, or

Coach AY, Assistant Athletic Director.

Spanish River Girls Tennis Open

Court(Chance to Come and Play

Before Tryouts)

« ALL PARTICIPANTS NEED TO
HAVE A NEW ATHLETIC PACKET
COMPLETED ONLINE

- DATES:

o DEC4,6,11,13,18,20
o TIMES: 3:15 PMTILL 4:30 PM

«  TRYOUTS WILL BEGIN JAN 16

+ ANY QUESTIONS SEE COACH
JONES in PE OR EMAIL
john.jones.2@palmbeachschools.org

« All Participants please bring
drinks, towel and racquets!!

LEARN BALLROOM
LATIN & SOCIAL

DANCING

Swmmen i Almest Here.
GET GOLF CART READY!

Sales & Service
Custglrlr;tit::itz(a:::l:nCars ;% FRED ASTAIRE No Partner Required
Ur;derglowLights&[.EDs DANCE STUDIOS Gift Certificates
arts and Accessories SOU"I'H FLORIDA West Beoca N i { bl
W eS DOCC dAvatlaole

Lithium Batteries In Stock GCOLF CARTS

SOUTH FLOAIDA GOLF CARTS

CUSTOM GOLF CARTS | GOLF CART REPAIR | STREET LEGAL GOLF CARTS

voremnmomoonn teamuzsmsmeer  901-880-8898

(561) 344-2664

FredAstaire.com/West-Boca

9858 Clint Moore Rd., Boca Raton, FL 33496

e Dan
of FADS USA,
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SPANISH RIVER S a nish River Non-Profit Organization
o]

Community High School U'S'IfAOISDtage
5100 Jog Road Orlando, FL
Boca Raton, FL 33496 Permit #2346
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Safety hh ¢l
R — d Did you know that our school newspaper, The Galleon, has
emln ers a new website? Check it out now: https://sites.google.com/

palmbeachschools.org/galleonnews/home. It has all of your favorite

: articles and links to advertise -a great way to promote your business
ForTIFYFL ' and help support our young journalists.

#FORTIFYFL

GETFORTIFYFL.coM

Did you see the Addams Family
Production produced by our Theatre
Department? Are you interested in
performing with us or being on the crew?
Spring Musical Auditions are December 13th

and 14th from 3pm - 6pm in Room 4109.

See Something Say Something!
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