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Greetings Venice High School Families,
	 On behalf of our faculty and staff, it is my pleasure to extend 
a heartfelt welcome to you as we begin the 2019-2020 school 
year at Venice High School. For those students and parents who 
are new to the Venice community, we extend an especially warm 
welcome and wish for you to have a positive and productive 
year. You will find our school to be a very safe, welcoming, and 
student-centered learning environment.
	 Our school’s primary goal is to ensure that every student is 
provided with the highest quality educational experience possible 
in a safe and supportive learning environment. Working together 
with our staff and parents we are committed to helping each 
student achieve their very best. Venice High School has earned an 
“A” rating by the State of Florida for the past seven consecutive 
years. This is an achievement we have worked very hard to attain 
and take tremendous pride in accomplishing. 
	 Coming back to school from summer break is an adjustment 
for many of us. Please remember that our school day begins at 
7:30 am. It is very important that all students arrive at school 
and class on time each day because every minute of instructional 
time is important. Arriving ready to learn also means dressing 
appropriately for the business of education. We want our 
students to take pride in everything they do here at Venice High 
School. Please take time to become acquainted with Venice High 
School by exploring our website http://sarasotacountyschools.
net/schools/venicehigh. You can learn more about our code of 
conduct, curriculum, staff, programs, activities, and events. If 
you have questions about our school, please feel free to contact 
us through e-mail, phone, or in person.
	 Venice High School continues to set high standards for all 
students. To ensure that our school’s expectations are clearly 
communicated, we have scheduled several student orientation 

programs. All grade 9 students are required to attend our 
freshman orientation program scheduled for August 1 in the 
Venice Performing Arts Center (VPAC). This year, we will have 
two sessions for freshmen due to the size of the incoming class. 
During each session, students will participate in various activities 
designed to get them acquainted with the campus while parents 
attend a presentation in the VPAC. 
•	 Students with last names A-L will attend an orientation from 

9 am to 10:30 am. 
•	 Students with last names M-Z will attend from 11-12:30 pm. 
•	 There will be an evening presentation for any freshman 

parents unable to attend earlier in the day on August 1 from 
5:30-6:30 pm. 

•	 There will be an additional orientation on August 7 beginning 
at 11:00 am in the VPAC for new families or those unable to 
attend the earlier sessions. 

Returning students may pick up schedules, rent lockers and 
purchase parking permits in the Cafeteria at the following times:
•	 12th grade students, July 30, 8 am -11 am
•	 11th grade students, July 30, 12 pm -3 pm
•	 10th grade students, July 31, 8 am – 11 am
	 High school can be one of the most exciting and memorable 
times in a student’s life. We offer many clubs, activities, and 
organizations for students to join and participate. I encourage all 
students to be active members of our school community. I look 
forward to working with you to ensure that all students have a 
positive experience at Venice High School. Please feel free to 
contact me if you have any questions or suggestions. I wish you 
all a wonderful remainder of your summer break.

Sincerely,
Eric Jackson, Principal

sarasotacountyschools.net/schools/venicehigh
http://academypublishing.com/schools/venice/venice.php
http://sarasotacountyschools.net/schools/venicehigh
http://sarasotacountyschools.net/schools/venicehigh
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School Year Operating Hours:
CLOSED MONDAYS and School Holidays
OPEN Tuesday – Friday, 7:00 am – 3:30 pm
	 Venice High School is very lucky to have a unique program 
that assists students of all ages in planning for their post-
secondary education. Since 2002, the Rotary Futures College 
Resource Center has assisted students with college and vocational 
school decision-making, SAT/ACT information, college/school 
applications, résumés, essays, scholarships, financial aid and 
much more. All services are FREE! We recommend that all 
visitors call before visiting to avoid unexpected closures due 
to classroom presentations, meetings, etc. Call VHS 488-6726 
or 480-3178 for more information. Visit our website at www.
rotaryfutures.org. We are on Facebook and Instagram, too!
Scholarships for Seniors
	 Rotary Futures has a Scholarship Database for Sarasota County 
high school SENIORS and current college students. The database 
holds approximately 500 institutional and private scholarships 
totaling more than $60 million in scholarship dollars. The beginning 
of Senior year is the best time to start using this database.
Résumés
	 Résumés and letters of recommendation are important tools 
for seniors as they apply to post-secondary schools--colleges, 
technical or vocational schools. These are also important when 
they apply for scholarships. Résumés help to organize your 
activities during your high school years. They can be sent with 
college applications and are a requirement of many scholarships. 
We have a sample résumé to help you get started.
Recommendation Letters
	 SENIORS—Recommendation letters ARE NOT REQUIRED 
by any of the Florida public universities except New College of 
Florida and Florida A & M. Private and out of state schools may 
have other requirements. Please be respectful when requesting 

letters of recommendation from teachers and counselors. These 
letters take a great deal of time to write, and you need to give 
teachers and counselors AT LEAST 2 weeks’ notice to complete 
these important letters. Also, please only ask 2 teachers to provide 
a recommendation. Do not ask for several and compare to see 
which you like best! This would be very inconsiderate of the time 
each teacher takes with your request. Recommendation letters 
WILL be required for the scholarship process. Scholarships may 
require different numbers of letters, so we recommend obtaining 
two from community members (job, church, community service, 
extra-curricular activity) and two from academic sources (teacher 
or guidance counselor.) Many counselors and teachers require a 
résumé or completion of their own form before they will write 
your recommendation. For scholarship purposes, students may 
make copies of these letters. Do not wait until deadlines—line 
up your recommendations now and give your teachers and 
community references plenty of time to write their letters.
SENIOR CLASS OF 2020 
PARENT & STUDENT INFORMATIONAL MEETING
September 10, 2019, 5:00-6:00 pm
In the VPAC (before Open House)
	 There will be a Senior Class Informational Meeting before 
Open House on September 10th, at 5:00 pm in the Venice 
Performing Arts Center (VPAC). We will review the “Steps to a 
Successful Senior Year,” including:
•	 Senior Activities, Responsibilities and Deadlines
•	 College admissions information
•	 Florida Bright Futures updates
•	 Project Graduation
•	 And More!
College Planning Meeting
November 12th, 7:00 – 8:30 pm in the VPAC
	 A free College Planning Meeting will be held on November 
12, 2019, 7:00 to 8:30 pm in the Venice Performing Arts Center. 
Thanks to the sponsorship of Ehrlich & Sallapudi Orthodontics and 
the Rotary Futures College Resource Center, this meeting is free 
and open to all VHS and area high school students and families.
	 The meeting features Ms. Jane Robbins. Ms. Robbins is a 
graduate of Cornell University and Harvard Law School, and she 
has been very active with the local Cornell Club’s Admissions 
Committee. Her discussion, “Demystifying College Admissions 

The Rotary Futures College Resource Center

EPIPHANY CATHEDRAL CATHOLIC CHURCHEPIPHANY CATHEDRAL CATHOLIC CHURCH

EPIPHANY CATHEDRAL CATHOLIC CHURCH

www.rotaryfutures.org
www.rotaryfutures.org
http://www.epiphanycathedral.org
http://www.floridawestcoastpt.com
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and Financial Aid,” will address what colleges look for in applicants, what students 
should consider when evaluating colleges and preparing applications, and need vs. 
merit-based financial aid.
	 The meeting is recommended for parents but interested students may attend. Please 
RSVP by calling Ehrlich & Sallapudi Orthodontics at (941) 485-7006 by November 8, 2019.
Community Service Hours 
	 Any student wishing to complete their volunteer hours for the Florida Bright Futures 
Scholarship MUST complete the ONLINE Sarasota County School District registration 
process and have the plan approved. Once approved, the student may print out a log 
sheet for EACH organization/activity. 
	 Complete registration instructions are available on the VHS website under School 
Resources, “Community Service Hours Info.” Also, students may go directly to www.
SarasotaCountySchools.net, click on the “Parents & Students” menu at the top of the 
page, under “Other Resources” follow the link “High School Community Service.” 
	 Remember, volunteering helps students build their resume and obtain valuable 
experience for college essays and scholarship competitions, too.
Important community service information and requirements:
•	 Do NOT start the registration application until the student knows where they are 

going to volunteer. The registration application does NOT “save” and you will be 
“locked” out if you do not complete the application when you start.

•	 Each organization/activity must be approved before the student volunteers. Once 
approved the student will be able to print a unique log sheet for EACH organization/
activity. New organizations/activities may be added for approval at any time.

•	 Approval (or denial) usually happens within 2-3 days. Don’t wait for an approval 
email because sometimes the school district system has problems with different 
email servers. You may log in anytime to see if you have been approved. If you can 
print out a log sheet, you know you’ve been approved! 

•	 Students MUST volunteer in the Sarasota County area.
•	 NO MORE THAN 8 HOURS may be earned each day (due to child labor laws).
•	 NON-PROFIT and CHURCH RULES: All volunteering must take place with a 

non-profit organization--exceptions include hospitals and assisted living facilities 
(enrichment/entertainment activities only). Church Community Service must be 
outreach to the entire community—no religious instruction or activities that take 
place during church services will count.

•	 The community service Evaluation Form must be completed for every volunteer 
organization and must be turned in with the log sheets. The Evaluation form is 
located on the page where log sheets are printed.

SAT Prep Classes Offered
	 This semester, two after-school SAT prep classes will be offered for VHS students 
only. The classes provide students with 12 hours of test-taking strategies applicable 
to the ACT, too. The first class prepares students for the October 5th SAT and for the 
October 27th ACT, and the class will be held at VHS on Tuesdays—September 10th,  

17th, and 24th, from 3:15-5:45 pm and 
Saturday, September 28th, 8 am-12:30 
pm. If there is enough demand, the second 
class will be offered on Tuesdays in 
October leading up to the November 2nd 
SAT and December 8th ACT.
	 All classes are taught by Ms. Wendy 
Dunn. Classes fill quickly and are limited 
to 25 students each. The fee for the course 
is $100, PLUS the cost of the book.
	 Students who receive Free or Reduced 
lunch may take the class for only $50 
(includes the book). Proof of free and 
reduced lunch will be required (copy of 
letter from school nutrition office.) If the 
student attends all classes, the $50 will 
be refunded!
	 For a registration flyer, contact Mrs. 
Kindell or Mrs. Pinkerton in the Rotary 
Futures College Resource Center. Email: 
Kim.Kindell@sarasotacountyschools.net
2019-2020 SAT and ACT Test Dates
TEST FEES: 
•	 SAT - $49.50, with optional Essay* 

- $64.50
•	 ACT - $50.50, ACT with optional 

Writing* -- $67.00

Proud to support Venice High School

3480 TECHNOLOGY DRIVE · NOKOMIS, FL 34275 
(941) 485-0984 · www.coachhouserv.com

www.SarasotaCountySchools.net
www.SarasotaCountySchools.net
mailto:Kim.Kindell@sarasotacountyschools.net
http://CoachHouseRV.com
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	 Students who receive free or reduced lunch are eligible for test 
fee waivers. Go to Rotary Futures for the waivers.
	 Registration Deadlines are about one month before the test 
date or late fees will be incurred!
	 *No Florida public universities require the optional SAT/
ACT essay/writing tests, BUT other colleges may require the 
essay/writing tests. See specific college websites for their 
admissions requirements.

2019 – 2020 SAT Dates 2019 – 2020 ACT Dates
Register at www.collegeboard.org Register at www.act.org

August 26, 2019 September 8, 2019
October 5, 2019 October 27, 2019

November 2, 2019 December 8, 2019
December 7, 2019 February 9, 2020
March 14, 2020 April 13, 2020

May 2, 2020 June 8, 2020
June 6, 2020 July 13, 2020

Dates are subject to change. Check websites for up-to-date 
information. 
Check your Bright Futures Scholarship Eligibility on the 
FloridaShines website – www.FloridaShines.org
	 Beginning Sophomore year, students may check their Bright 
Futures scholarship status on the FloridaShines.org website. This 
website is ONLY update after each semester. Updating may take 
up to 2 months after the end of the semester to process.
•	 Go to FloridaShines.org
•	 Click on “Go to College” and select “Pay for College”
•	 Scroll down to the “Bright Futures Scholarships” paragraph
•	 Click on “Check Now.”
•	 Students will need their Florida Student Identifier Number, 

which is available from their Guidance Counselor, Rotary 
Futures, or the VHS registrar.

Florida Bright Futures Scholarship requirements are online!
Check out their website frequently to stay updated - www.
floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf/

üü SENIORS—TEST SCORE INCREASES have greatly 
reduced the number of students who receive Bright Futures. 
Check your eligibility status (at www.FloridaShines.org) as 
soon as possible or stop by Rotary Futures to review your status.

üü Meet with your guidance counselor to confirm your schedule 
and compliance with course requirements. It is your job to know 
and meet the requirements of the Bright Futures Scholarship 
Program before high school graduation.

üü Bright Futures only calculates GPA based on the 
core academic areas (check the website www.
floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf/ for details).

üü Bright Futures will calculate GPA using the highest grades 
in each area, i.e. 4 English, 4 Math (Algebra 1 and higher), 
3 Science (does not include Health Science), 3 Social 
Studies, 2 Foreign Language (in same language)
•	 NOTE—Algebra 1A and 1B only count as 1 total credit 

for Bright Futures and State University admissions.
üü Community Service hours are required for ALL levels 

of Bright Futures—100 hours to 30 hours depending on 
the scholarship. Check the website for more information.

üü Gold Seal Vocational Scholarship will ONLY fund 
technical and vocational degrees and certificates. Three 
specific classes in one technical or vocational program 
are required, and your guidance counselor can help you 
to schedule the three correct classes. For more info. on 
the Gold Seal award, go to website.

üü ONLY Seniors will complete the online application for 
Bright Futures and other forms of state financial aid. This 
application will open in October of your Senior year and 
may be completed in the Rotary Futures College Resource 
Center. Please do not try to complete the application before 
your senior year as it may cause problems. 

üü Remember, ALL Bright Future requirements must be met 
by graduation—GPA, test score, and community service 
hours. Exception—students may take the SAT or ACT 
through June of their graduation year.

College Representatives Visit Venice High School
	 Throughout the fall, college representatives will be 
visiting Venice High School to give students information on 
their college. This is an excellent opportunity for students to 
get information as well as make personal contacts with those 
who can assist with admissions and scholarships. We schedule 
representatives to visit with students in the Rotary Futures 
College Resource Center. Students should check the visit 
calendar in Rotary Futures and sign-up to have a reminder 
sent to them. Remember—students must have their teacher’s 
permission to miss class to visit with the college reps.

www.collegeboard.org
www.act.org
www.FloridaShines.org
FloridaShines.org
FloridaShines.org
www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf
www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf
www.FloridaShines.org
www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf
www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf
http://GulfCoastMedicalGroup.net
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Guidance
	 Welcome Back!! We hope that you all had a restful summer 
and are ready for a new year of success and learning. In order to 
help meet the needs of all of our students, Venice High School 
has a guidance department with counselors that are ready to 
support your student with a variety of programs. 
	 **Seniors need to stay prepared. Keep your senior calendar 
in a visible location so that you do not miss any of the important 
dates. Visit the Rotary Futures office in the administration 
building often. Make sure that all your required courses for 
graduation have been met. Remember that your Bright Futures 
GPA and your Venice High GPA are not the same. If you have 
questions about your Bright Futures status, please see your 
counselor. All courses do not qualify for Bright Futures, so 
make sure you are aware of the courses you need to take. **
	 ** SCF Dual Enrollment students need to make sure that 
they have given their counselor a copy of their Fall 2019 
schedule. If you drop a SCF course, let your counselor know 
immediately. Be aware that ECONOMICS at SCF does NOT 
meet graduation requirements. Also, be aware that some SCF 
classes only count for .5 high school credit. If you have any 
questions, please speak with your counselor. 
	 **PARENTS** Venice High will offer several evening 
presentations throughout the year that are devoted to specific 
grade levels. We encourage you to attend these presentations 
so that you can learn more about graduation requirements, 
scholarships, financial aid and post-secondary planning. These 
dates will be posted on our calendar once school begins. We 
hope to see you there. 
	 The counselors are assigned to students alphabetically by 
the student’s last name. 
	 If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to 
call your counselor: Nicole Wolfe A-Ce, Nancy Hopper Ch-
F, Mike Bartlett G-K, Brenda Bartlett L-O, Mia Slaton P-Sl, 
Morgan Taylor Sm-Z.

JAMESGRIFFITHSALON.COM        

STUDENTS 
receive a 10% discount each time  

you present your student I.D.

http://www.crossbite.com
http://papajohns.com
http://www.venicedentalassociates.com
http://kimallumber.com
http://jamesgriffithsalon.com
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Community and Business Partner Involvement
Volunteering 
	 Level 1 is the starting point for all volunteering. You must 
be Level 1 approved before you can be Level 2 approved. With 
a Level 1 clearance, you must stay within eye and earshot of a 
school faculty member or teacher at all times.
New Volunteers:
1.	 Sign up! Sign up on the Community Involvement Portal at www.sarasotacountyschools.

net/Page/2629 . You will be able to do this from home or in the Venice High School lobby. 
Once you complete your application and background check through Verified Volunteers, 
OCI will notify you when you are approved.

2.	 Reach out! Once approved, you will be added to the schools approved volunteer list. If 
you are eager, reach out to schools so you can get started ASAP! 

Past Volunteers:
1.	 You must re-register regardless of your prior involvement at VHS or another school.
2.	 Follow steps #1 and #2 from above
Level 2 Volunteers:
1.	 Get approved as a Level 1 Volunteer
2.	 Click on “Level 2 Volunteering” when registering to learn about next steps.
Partners in Education
	 Partners in Education are businesses, organizations, or individuals that want to do give 
back to our schools in ways other than volunteering (they can volunteer too!). This can be 
in-kind or monetary donations, adopting classrooms, event assistance, etc.
To become a business partner, you should:
1.	 Sign up! Sign up on the Community Involvement Portal at www.sarasotacountyschools.

net/Page/2631 to give VHS your contact information and let us know what you are 
interested in helping with.

2.	 Reach out! Let us know you are interested in becoming a partner. Call our Business 
Partner Coordinator. Dr. Danielle Tanaka at 941-488-6726 or email at Danielle.tanaka@
sarasotacountyschools.net.

Information Verification
	 We are asking all VHS families to please confirm your child’s address and contact phone 
numbers we have documented in our Student Information System. This can be done by logging 
into the Family Access Portal. Click the Settings icon on the top right corner and select Contacts. 
Your home address will appear at the top under student details. If the information is not correct 
please provide a utility bill, or lease / purchase agreement with your name and new address. 
This can be dropped off, emailed, or faxed. We must have one of these three items in order 
to make the necessary changes. If there is a new phone number(s), these can be hand written. 
Please include who the number belongs to and the type, i.e. cell, home, work, etc.
	 Please direct emails to Debra.Colombo@sarasotacountyschools.net or fax (941) 486-2034.
	 Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Hello Parents of  
the Class of 2020

	 It is already time to start thinking 
about senior portraits for the class 
of 2020. All seniors must sit for 
a session with Prestige Portraits 
(senior portrait division of Lifetouch) 
to have their portrait in the yearbook. 
They will sit for a formal photo 
session. They will take the formal 
tux/black drape (both provided) for 
the yearbook, cap and gown, and do 
poses with up to two outfit changes. 
The cost of the session is $20. You 
will be sent proofs and will be able 
to choose your yearbook pose, and 
then can order additional photos if 
you choose. These photo sessions 
are by appointment only.
We will have 10 days of senior 
portraits on campus. The dates are 
as follows:
•	 July 24-25 (new gym lobby)
•	 August 7-8 (new gym lobby)
•	 August 28-30 (TEL 4-262)
•	 September 18-20 (TEL 4-262)
**If you choose to go to the 
studio in Fort Myers to have 
your portrait session, it must be 
done by October 12th for it to be 
included in the yearbook.
	 You should receive a mailer 
from Prestige with information about 
scheduling an appointment. I have 
attached a pdf of the mailer to this 
email just in case you do not receive 
it. They come directly from Prestige, 
not from VHS.
	 If you have any questions about 
senior portraits, you can email faith.
nellis@sarasotacountyschools.net
Thank you.

www.sarasotacountyschools.net/Page
www.sarasotacountyschools.net/Page
www.sarasotacountyschools.net/Page
www.sarasotacountyschools.net/Page
mailto:Danielle.tanaka@sarasotacountyschools.net
mailto:Danielle.tanaka@sarasotacountyschools.net
mailto:Debra.Colombo@sarasotacountyschools.net
mailto:faith.nellis@sarasotacountyschools.net
mailto:faith.nellis@sarasotacountyschools.net
http://mcdonalds.com/careers
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VHS Dress Code Guide 2019-2020 School Year

	 This article is designed to address 
common questions and misconceptions 
about the dress code at Venice High School. 
	 Administrators,  teachers,  and 
students worked together to establish a 
dress code that strikes a balance of what 
is considered reasonable and appropriate 
for a school setting. 
	 We appreciate your support of the dress 
expectations that have been established and 
hope that this handout is helpful.

STUDENT DRESS CODE:
Please adhere to the following expectations during school hours and school-sponsored events: 
•	 no short shorts (all shorts must be a MINIMUM 

of mid-thigh in length)
•	 ripped or shredded pants, above mid-thigh, may 

not reveal skin
•	 no saggy / baggy pants
•	 leggings and yoga pants are permitted if skin 

and undergarments are not visible
•	 no pajamas or slippers
•	 no clothing of an ethnic or racially offensive nature
•	 no tube / bando or see-through tops

•	 no spaghetti straps or exposed bra strap
•	 no low cut shirts with exposed cleavage
•	 shirts with straps must be at least the width of 

a dollar bill
•	 clothing that does not encourage the use of drugs, 

tobacco, alcohol, violence, or weapons, or support 
discrimination on the basis of color, disability, 
national origin, marital status, race, religion, 
gender or sexual orientation

HOODS
Hoods are NOT to be worn in the building.

SKIRTS, DRESSES, and SHORTS
Skirts, dresses, and shorts must be mid-thigh or 

lower, including athletic shorts.

APPROPRIATE

INAPPROPRIATE

SHIRTS AND TOPS
•	 Strapless tops, backless tops, midriffs, and 

low-cut necklines are prohibited. 
•	 Strapless and sleeveless tops may be worn 

with a cardigan or sweater that fully covers 
all areas appropriately.

•	 Shoulder straps must have a minimum width 
of a dollar bill. 

•	 Undergarments must NOT display alcohol, 
drug, or sexual references.

APPROPRIATE

INAPPROPRIATE

PANTS, LEGGINGS, and EXPOSED 
UNDERGARMENTS

•	 Jeans with holes, shreds, and rips at mid-
thigh or lower will be permitted. 

•	 Shreds or rips above mid-thigh may NOT 
reveal skin. 

•	 Pants must stay up without using a belt 
for assistance.

•	 Leggings and yoga pants are permitted if 
skin and undergarments are not revealing.

APPROPRIATE

INAPPROPRIATE

BRADENTON • VENICE • LAKEWOOD RANCH • ONLINE

ASSOCIATE

BACHELOR’S

CERTIFICATES

APPLY TODAY! 
SCF.edu

State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges to award associate and baccalaureate degrees. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA
30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota. State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota does not discriminate on the basis of sex, pregnancy, race, religion, age, national origin/ethnicity,
color, marital status, disability, genetic information or sexual orientation in any of its educational programs, services or activities, including admission and employment. Direct inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies to: Equity Officer, 941-752-5323,
5840 26th St. W., Bradenton, FL 34207.

Earn tuition-free college 
credit while in high school.

SCF.edu/EarlyCollege

EARLY 
COLLEGE

Dual Enrollment

TUITION IS 50% LESS
THAN THE COST OF UNIVERSITY$

—

http://www.scf.edu
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Lit is Lit Club
	 The Venice High Literacy Council introduces its Lit is Lit Club open to all members 
of the Venice High community: students, staff and family. On the first Thursday of each 
month, for 45 minutes before and after school (at 6:30 am and at 2:30 pm) we will host 
a book chat in Mrs. Donofrio’s room, 4-354, for those interested in cultivating and/or 
sharing a love of reading and thinking. For those who would like to participate but who 
can’t make either chat time in person, we will host a talk on Twitter all month long under 
the hashtag #litislit. Our first title is Make Your Bed: Little Things That Can Change 
Your Life... And Maybe the World by Admiral William H. McRaven. We’d also like to 
encourage anyone who cannot meet but who can get together with friends at another 
time to do so and to post a photo of your own group chatting about the book. Make Your 
Bed was originally a graduation speech Admiral McRaven gave at the University of 
Texas at Auburn and then expanded to create this short, powerful book. Here is a link to 
an excerpt of his speech that went viral with more than 10 million views. https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=KgzLzbd-zT4 
	 We hope to see many of you on Thursday, Sept. 5th, before or after school, or on 
Twitter, for great conversation about Make Your Bed. Also, please remember...Lit is Lit!!!
	 (Mrs. Donofrio would also like to extend a special thanks to sophomore Drake 
Burns who introduced her to this great book. THANK YOU, DRAKE!)

Navy Seal Admiral Shares Reasons to Make Bed Everyday
Adm. McRaven explains at a University of Texas, Austin commencement speech why 
making your bed everyday may be the best way to start off your day.

www.youtube.com

	 Do you have any of 
those Christmas gifts/gift 
cards laying around that 
you will never use and 
can’t return? If so, we 
would be glad to take them 
off your hands. 
	 Each year VHS likes 
to be able to provide gifts 
in the form of gift cards 
or items to some of our 
less fortunate students. 
This year we were able 
to surprise several of our 
students with a Christmas 
gift. Our goal is to make it 
even bigger and better next 
year. So, we are starting 
early and asking for your 
help in hopes to reach our 
goal for next year.
	 All donations can be 
dropped off at the VHS 
Attendance office in the 
front office. If you have 
any questions, feel free to 
call Christine Pomerleau 
941-488-6726. Thank you 
for your continued support!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KgzLzbd-zT4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KgzLzbd-zT4
www.youtube.com
http://lakevenicegolf.com
http://www.caraoverbeck.com
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Venice Community International Trips:
	 In support of our school’s IB philosophy, we are excited to offer FOUR incredible 
international travel opportunities for all our VHS students, staff, faculty, and community 
members of Venice! These are non-school sponsored, non-exclusive community tours 
where travelers have the opportunity to earn high school or college credit focused on 
international travel experiences, hands-on learning and lasting cultural connections for 
both students and adults. 
	 Spring Break 2020: ROME & GREECE with Mrs. Schmucker: You will see 
the Colosseum, visit the marvelous Vatican City, experience the breathtaking ceiling of 
the Sistine Chapel, stand in awe amongst the ruins of Pompeii, and enjoy an evening 
of Greek food and fun! To find out more information about this tour, please contact 
Mrs. Schmucker at eileen.schumker@sarasotacountyschools.net, or by visiting the tour 
website at www.eftours.com/2187133TE.
	 June 2020: NEW ZEALAND & AUSTRALIA with Mrs. Woodmancy: Visit a 
Maori village to learn about New Zealand legends, tribal customs, songs and dance, and 
enjoy traditional hangi dinner. Fly to Sydney to visit the world famous Sydney Opera 
House, take a skyrail train into the Outback to visit the Tijapukai aboriginal tribe, and 
snorkel the Great Barrier Reef! To find out more information about this tour, please 
contact Mrs. Woodmancy at woodmancytravels@gmail.com, or by visiting the tour 
website at www.eftours.com/2166503SZ.
	 July 2020: PORTUGAL & SPAIN with Mr. Debacco: Visit Lisbon’s Chapel of 
Bones, Christopher Columbus’s grave in Seville, and enjoy an evening of Spanish paella 
and flamenco dancing in Barcelona! To find out more information about this tour, please 
contact Mr. Debacco at debaccotravel@gmail.com, or by visiting the tour website at 
www.eftours.com/2190219XK. 
	 June 2021: ENGLAND with Mrs. Donofrio: You’ll visit Oxford and its world-
renowned university; the prehistoric monuments of Stonehenge; Stratford-upon-Avon, 
the birthplace of Shakespeare; the picturesque countryside of English rural life; and the 
cosmopolitan, multi-cultural capital city of London. To find out more information about 
this tour, please contact Mrs. Donofrio at elizabeth.donofrio@sarasotacountyschools.
net or by visiting the tour website at www.eftours.com/2254000EF.
	 Our educational tours help prepare travelers for the future by teaching them more 
about the world, themselves, and their place in the world. Combining the power of 
experiential learning with the thrill of global travel, our tours help travelers expand 
their knowledge of the world around them; understand new people, places, and cultures; 
discover more about themselves; and grow more confident and independent. When 
travelers grow in these ways, they become more curious, more open-minded, and more 
excited about the future. There will be informational meetings about each of these 
tours in September (exact dates still to be determined…), so please reach out to us 
TODAY to find out how you can secure your spot on one of these amazing tours!!

! 

mailto:eileen.schumker@sarasotacountyschools.net
www.eftours.com
mailto:woodmancytravels@gmail.com
www.eftours.com
mailto:debaccotravel@gmail.com
www.eftours.com
mailto:elizabeth.donofrio@sarasotacountyschools.net
mailto:elizabeth.donofrio@sarasotacountyschools.net
www.eftours.com
http://www.DrMarkMathieson.com
http://www.robinsongruters.com
http://SunshinePediatricsVenice.com
http://www.TwinPalmsChiro.com
http://sharkbitesdeli.com
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Check out the VHS Champions Cafe for Breakfast and Lunch!
Lots of nutritious and delicious choices to keep you fueled up!
Fan Favorites: spicy chicken sandwich, mac & cheese, nachos, and cheese bites

Serving lines now open for Breakfast!!

Like Us
Sarasota County Schools Food & Nutrition Services

??? Questions? Contact FNS Manager Cheryl Thinnes at (941) 488-6726 ext. 65733

Breakfast: the most important meal of the day!! 
Kellogg’s Waffles and Pancakes, Omelets, Toast, Bagels, Fresh Fruits, Milk plus 

	 French toast sticks	 Breakfast served 7:00 – 7:30 AM

Food Bars: Asian Bar, Make your own Sub, Pasta Bar, Taco Bar, and Burger Bar

3 lunch periods!
Lunch 1 	 10:09-10:39 am
Lunch 2 	 11:03-11:33 am
Lunch 3 	 11:57-12:27 pm

V E N I C E

C A F E

http://www.improvemyagility.com
http://www.wassermanulitskydermatology.com
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http://www.peterkaufmanoms.com
http://fbcvenice.org
http://www.jacarandaanimalhospital.com/
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VHS Connects (VHC) Bell Schedule 2019-2020
Monday Bell Schedule

1st Lunch Schedule 2nd Lunch Schedule 3rd Lunch Schedule
Period Start End Minutes Period Start End Minutes Period Start End Minutes
1 7:30 AM 8:23 AM 0:53 1 7:30 AM 8:23 AM 0:53 1 7:30 AM 8:23 AM 0:53
2 8:28 AM 9:08 AM 0:40 2 8:28 AM 9:08 AM 0:40 2 8:28 AM 9:08 AM 0:40
3 9:13 AM 9:53 AM 0:40 3 9:13 AM 9:53 AM 0:40 3 9:13 AM 9:53 AM 0:40
VHC 9:53 AM 10:46 AM 0:53 VHC 9:53 AM 10:46 AM 0:53 VHC 9:53 AM 10:46 AM 0:53
4th lunch 10:46 AM 11:16 AM 0:30 4 10:51 AM 11:31 AM 0:40 4 10:51 AM 11:31 AM 0:40
5 11:21 AM 12:01 PM 0:40 5th Lunch 11:31 AM 12:01 PM 0:30 5 11:36 AM 12:16 PM 0:40
6 12:06 PM 12:46 PM 0:40 6 12:06 PM 12:46 PM 0:40 6th lunch 12:16 PM 12:46 PM 0:30
7 12:51 PM 01:31 PM 0:40 7 12:51 PM 01:31 PM 0:40 7 12:51 PM 01:31 PM 0:40
8 01:36 PM 02:15 PM 0:39 8 01:36 PM 02:15 PM 0:39 8 01:36 PM 02:15 PM 0:39
*3rd period teachers will take attendance then send them to their VHC site. Students will sign in once they are there.
*STC students still need to be dismissed at 10:15 am	
*VTV News 1st period 

VHS Bell Schedule 2019-2020
Tuesday - Friday Regular Bell Schedule

1st Lunch Schedule 2nd Lunch Schedule 3rd Lunch Schedule
Period Start End Minutes Period Start End Minutes Period Start End Minutes
1 7:30 AM 8:21 AM 0:51 1 7:30 AM 8:21 AM 0:51 1 7:30 AM 8:21 AM 0:51
2 8:26 AM 9:15 AM 0:49 2 8:26 AM 9:15 AM 0:49 2 8:26 AM 9:15 AM 0:49
3 9:20 AM 10:09 AM 0:49 3 9:20 AM 10:09 AM 0:49 3 9:20 AM 10:09 AM 0:49
4th lunch 10:09 AM 10:39 AM 0:30 4 10:14 AM 11:03 AM 0:49 4 10:14 AM 11:03 AM 0:49
5 10:44 AM 11:33 AM 0:49 5th lunch 11:03 AM 11:33 AM 0:30 5 11:08 AM 11:57 AM 0:49
6 11:38 AM 12:27 PM 0:49 6 11:38 AM 12:27 PM 0:49 6th lunch 11:57 AM 12:27 PM 0:30
7 12:32 PM 01:21 PM 0:49 7 12:32 PM 01:21 PM 0:49 7 12:32 PM 01:21 PM 0:49
8 01:26 PM 02:15 PM 0:49 8 01:26 PM 02:15 PM 0:49 8 01:26 PM 02:15 PM 0:49


